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The American Revolution - Official Power and Countervailing Power

Introduction
The American Revolution occurred in the year 1775-1783. The revolution began due to tension that occurred between the troops of Britain and the militiamen of the colonial Lexington and Concord in 1775. The rebels waged a complete war to get their freedom. When France joined the war in 1778 in support of the militiamen, it made the British army to give in and the Americans got their independence in 1781. The British soldiers surrendered because they had marched slowly uphill towards the fort; therefore, they were tired and weighed down by the heavy machinery they were to use during the war. The British became an easy target and lost the war.
During the period of American Revolution, the fundamental organizations of the French regime practiced countervailing power through capitalism, use of one empire such as the American Empire, French Empire and nation states such as British colonial home state (Mann, Michael, 14). Therefore, this increased the powers of those in charge. For example, the British who had the official power become more powerful in the colony while the French’s countervailing power was minimal. The government during the American Revolution used harsh laws and regulations. Capitalism steamed through the creative destruction of the revolution that occurred in the U.S. Additionally, capitalism brought about class and conflicts of classes whereby people got separated in terms of politics, civil and citizenship rights. Capitalism focused on the leading edge of power where the capitalists who were in Europe and North America build power through empires. The capitalist empires were corrupt and full of bias and favor to the British colonists. Also, during the American Revolution, power was distributed unequally (Patrick Diggins, John, n.p). There was no other power apart from that of the British empires. The power that the rulers and their representatives had was unlimited and the main aim of the colony was to increase its power in the U.S through various ways such as commerce, war, and expansion. The aim of the British Empire was to hinder any growth of their rivals the French.
Additionally, during the revolution, the policy of mercantilism came up where the U.S became a trading colony (Bailyn, Bernard, 34). The British colonists intended to supply and export materials to Britain. The move increased the raw materials for the Great Britain and made the economy become the leading in the world. The official power was from the administrator of the colony who made the laws without consulting anyone in the colony. The administrator at the same time had to satisfy the needs of the ruler of the empire. The administrator also ran the high court. Additionally, the British used royal Proclamations whereby there was a legislative assembly but all the powers were entrusted to the administrator and governor from the mother country.
During the American Revolution, the main means of power and control was through force and intimidation of subordinates. The colonists' main aim was to keep the population scared to ensure that nobody disobeyed their orders. The use of military force was important to ensure that the enemies at the borders could not get access to the colony and also ensure that the settlers were under control. There was no justice and criminals were subject to public and humiliating physical punishment that in most cases led to execution. Those in power also practiced patronage where favoritism was practiced in the distribution of the public goods. The individuals with power did this in exchange for political support.
Additionally, the British had to tax the colonist who was the American Indians in order to pay for the cost of the war. The move oppressed the natives who were poor and did not afford the taxes. Additionally, the British took control of the land west of Mississippi. The colonists became upset about the new laws on taxes and control that led to the war. At this time, the Daughters of Liberty stopped buying all goods from the British to boycott the British merchants. Also, the war between the French and British was in pursuit of control of Yorktown in Virginia. The first major clash between the patriot militia and the British soldiers occurred in the battle of Bunker Hill in Charleston as the two tried to take ownership of Yorktown.
Conclusion
The British Soldiers and colonialists had the official power of the colony while the French and Militia group had the countervailing power. The presence of official power and countervailing power in the U.S led to conflict that brought about war. The American Revolution brought about civilization. The War was a struggle of power between England and France for the control of Ohio River Valley. The war grew as the British tried to drive the French from the control of the Valley and the Yorktown. The British soldiers surrendered in 1781 since they were an easy target. The militia had partnered with the French to help them in the war which led to the Native Americans getting their independence. The revolution brought about capitalism and unfair laws that oppressed the native Indians. The strict tax laws and unfair judgment led to the war as the natives and militia tried to fight against the unfair laws. The native Indians finally got their independence in 1781. The American Revolution also has brought about democracy and equality among people.
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