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Braveheart
Introduction
The film is about war and is directed by Mel Gibson who portrays a Scottish fighter, William Wallace, who led the Scots in their initial war of liberty against their king, Edward I of England. While growing up, William witnesses the king’s betrayal, loses his family and is taken by his uncle, Argyle, to live with him. William returns home as an adult with a view to settle down. He meets Murron, a girl from the village, falls in love with her and the two get married in secrecy. Murron is captured by the soldiers and is publicly murdered under the orders of the magistrate so as to lure William into a fight. William then avenges her death by killing the magistrate, thus finding himself as the leader of a revolt which other warriors join. When these events capture the king’s attention, he orders his son to capture and execute Wallace. William rebels leading his army to a war at Stirling and also destroys the city of York, assassinating the king’s nephew and transporting his head back to him. He seeks the aid of Robert the Bruce to defeat the Edward’s rule. 
In response, the king sends his son’s wife, Isabella, to negotiate with Wallace and end his rebellion. Instead, Isabella is charmed by Wallace, becoming his ally and warning him of the king’s invasion. William hurriedly leads his army back to Edinburgh where he bullies the Scottish nobles into joining them. However, on the field, the nobles abandon him leading to the loss of the battle. Wallace takes revenge on the nobles for their desertion (Edensor, Tim). Finally the nobles agree to unite and meet at Edinburgh Castle, where they trap William. He is then captured and taken to London, where he is executed after judgment. After William’s death, Robert, who is Scotland’s king, leads his army into a battle against the English rule, invoking the memory of Wallace. They turn out victorious thus winning back their freedom against the English.
Question 1
In Braveheart, Mel Gibson depicts leadership and freedom. For good leadership to prevail, the leader must have a vision and a purpose which he intends to achieve. Self awareness, commitment and effective communication are also essential in ensuring success in leadership. In the film, William Wallace portrays these characters during his leadership of the revolt. Braveheart is chosen because it explains how legends in history fight with bravery towards achieving their set goals. In the film, William fights in honor and without fear for the freedom of his people. Even when he is betrayed by the nobles, he does not give up but instead he still fights the English rule. William reveals good quality leadership skills that should be upheld by all leaders.
Question 2
The most important moments shown in this film are during the battle in Stirling where William led his army into fighting against the English rule. The director shows the motivation in Wallace as a leader, to conquer his enemies. However, Gibson also portrays how leaders can be carried away by their visions forgetting their goals and hence leading to their downfall. Wallace was manipulated into believing that the nobles had united with him hence falling into their trap. He was captured, condemned and murdered before he could achieve his goals. These moments are based on facts since these are some of the issues that affect leaders from playing their roles effectively.
Question 3
After doing research, several evidences contradict the point of view of the film. For example, the Scots did not paint their faces during battle, Robert never betrayed William as depicted in the film, therefore, making the film historically inaccurate (McKibbin, Tony). I strongly feel that the characters and themes of the film are accurately defined, giving the story a good storyline. They few errors discovered by researchers do not undermine the essence of the film at any point.
Question 4
 	In this era, Gibson reveals that acquisition of power was not diplomatic but rather it was through violence and conquest. This is seen with the English who want to conquer the Scots and colonize them. The director leaves us with the suspense of whether William’s dreams were achieved after his death. Did Robert make it through the war? These are some of the questions that arise from the film. 
Question 5
Braveheart is a fantastic and complete masterpiece, which I would highly recommend to everyone who has not watched it. It is a movie about honor and fighting for freedom. It is has an inspirational story about how individuals should not give up in fighting for what is right. Mel Gibson portrays all these qualities in his play as William Wallace hence making it a stunning film. Braveheart is a movie built in a fascinating world, compelling characters, a good plot and the whole project has originality hence giving it the best rating among other films. Although it has several flaws such as continuity mistakes, visible equipments and some parts of inaccuracy, it is still a spectacular movie that everyone should watch.
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