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Critical Assessment Of FDR [Franklin Delano Roosevelt] As A Wartime President
Without a doubt, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, commonly known as FDR was, by all means, one of the most highly regarded presidents and powerful leader in the American history. He was born in the year 1882 to James and Sara Roosevelt in Hyde Park, New York. His political interests started growing at a tender age and although he went on to study law his main interest was not in law but politics. He declared himself a Democrat while studying at Harvard College and had a long-standing admiration for his long distance cousin, Theodore Roosevelt, who was then a rising star in the Republican Party. In 1910 and 1912 Roosevelt was elected and re-elected to the New York State Senate respectively. The following year, 1913, he became assistant secretary of the Navy in Wilson’s administration and spent time preparing the country for entry into the world war. In 1920, he was named the Democratic Party’s vice-presidential candidate (Millercenter.org. Np). It is, therefore, apparent that he established his war experience and strategies long before he became the 32nd and longest-serving president of the United States. As president, Roosevelt registered numerous achievements that changed the course of the nation towards the progressive end during the Great Depression as well World War II eras. However, despite this tremendous and praiseworthy track record, the president had his shortcomings as the leader of the nation and was often criticized for running the affairs of the nation as he would those of his household. This paper, therefore, aims to critically assess the strengths/achievements as well as weaknesses/faults of Franklin Delano Roosevelt as a wartime president. 

FDR became president at a time when the nation was struggling not just economically but politically too. His election into office in 1933 came at a time when the United States was hardest hit by the great depression. In most cases, leaders and especially presidents are measured by their achievements. The two facets that this achievement is based is normally in regards to the establishment and maintenance of a strong central government as well as the factors that seek to champion the common man. Roosevelt knew that in order to get the country through the difficult times and into a time of comfort and economic as well as political stability, he had to embrace and combine the two means. His leadership style as a wartime president, therefore, saw him strive to create a central government while at the same time establishing valuable reforms that would see the betterment of the common man. In the first inaugural address on the 4th of March 1933, FDR acknowledged that the country was in critical days. It was up to the leadership and common citizens to come together and find a way out because regardless of the position or role that each played in the State, all of them were facing common difficulties. In one of his famous quotes delivered during the inauguration, the president asserted that “happiness lies not in the mere possession of money; [but] in the joy of achievement, in the thrill of creative effort” (Roosevelt, Inaugural Address 1). Driven by this mindset, the president set his mind to achieve all that was possible and venture into that which was seemingly impossible – including forging wars whenever he deemed it necessary.


During the difficult times of the Great Depression Roosevelt pushed for lasting reforms that kept revolutionary change at bay. It is argued that these reforms gave the president an extraordinary base level support from the citizens and especially the poor in the nation which in essence reflected his unique and unquestioned position as the creator of the federal assistance on which the reforms depended (Kriner 31). The vigorous pursuit of economic reforms demonstrated through the New Deal was just but some of the ways in which the president’s achievements were to be assessed by the public. However, despite all the efforts, the continued economic decline throughout the decade did not make his presidential journey any easier. For example, despite the reforms made during the time, the economic troubles persisted, trade within and outside the country was not improving as it was expected. This means that the strength of approval and faith that mostly the poor people in the country had on the president was at threat or rather faced possible weakening. This means that when evaluating Roosevelt performance as a president in light of the persistent economic problems, the poor who had so much faith in his and his policies had to balance their faith in Roosevelt’s commitment to economic recovery and the visible and continued economic hardships. In the inaugural address, the president made it clear that he was ready under any and in all circumstances to wage war against any emergency, be it internal or external. He, therefore, presented himself as a president ready to wage war if necessary.


To Roosevelt, any issue that affected the people of the nation was similar to a call to war in order to safeguard the interests and welfare of the American people. On this note, Kriner points out that the war also provided an alternative measure through which President Roosevelt could be assessed - “one that had the potential to kindle conflicting emotions and varying evaluations of the government’s performance” (31). This comes out in his declaration that he would not fear or evade the course of duty before him. He further declares that he would ask Congress to grant him “broad Executive power to wage war against the emergency, as great as the power that would be given to me if we were in fact invaded by a foreign foe” (Roosevelt 3). Although at this point he was speaking from a domestic and economic point of view, the ending of this statement clearly shows that if a foreign foe were to attack the nation under his leadership, he would not let this go by without a retaliatory action. And to prove this point right, the president, in 1941, while addressing the Congress on the state of the union reported that the safety and future of the country’s democracy were overwhelmingly involved in the events that lay far beyond the borders of the country. He further claimed that in a time when armed conflicts and defenses were being waged in four continents, it would be immature and misconceived “for anyone to brag that an unprepared America, can single-handedly and with one hand tied behind its back, can hold off the whole world (Roosevelt, State of the Union Address 3-4). 


This statement that Roosevelt delivered to Congress can be interpreted as a direct call to get prepared, take up arms, defend the country, and even wage war if necessary. This is the sign of a courageous military leader who knows what he wants to achieve at the end of the journey and exactly how to go about it. In other words, the outbreak of war in other parts of the world gave Roosevelt a new focus – one that he handled with masterly. In assessing the presidential war powers and legacies, Elizabeth Hillman points out that Roosevelt was the most consequential man of the 20th century whose “exercise of presidential war powers was nothing short of breath-taking” (1039). However, this becomes one of the bases where Roosevelt’s presidency is faulted by many critics and historians who questioned his policies and exclusive use of executive power. His presidency came at a time when he had to deal with the worst totalitarian threat in America, but luckily he had the political skills and wit to communicate his vision and have his programs enacted. He believed that it would be a big mistake for the country to do nothing in the face of militant Nazism, Communism, and Fascism. The major problem is that he often ignored advice and the opinions of a majority of the American people, especially when he persistently pushed to support the British in their resistance to the Nazis. This was against the direction of his advisors such as George C. Marshall, the then Army Chief of Staff. Such authoritative and somehow-dictatorial tendencies did not go down too well with the majority of the leaders in the state who felt like the president was treating the White House as he would a family sea and the whole country nearly as a family property (Larrabee 3).


[bookmark: _GoBack]Love him or hate him, achievements or failures – one thing remains undisputed, Franklin Delano Roosevelt was an effective wartime president. His leadership style was different from that of all who had preceded him, but it was most effective because it enabled him to successfully steer the nations through some of the most trying times in America history – the Great Depression and the Second World War. The emergency created by the Great Depression preceded the Second World War and its [Great Depression] effects continued beyond it [WWII), and this is why it is important to assess Roosevelt’s presidency in both the emergency and the war itself. This war and Depression issues were a major threat to the president as well as the country as a whole and therefore required a leader who would take them head-on and enact necessary changes that would last and bring the country back onto its feet. Roosevelt managed to do this by establishing viable and long-lasting reforms to deal with the problems raised by the Great Depression. He also led a somehow-reluctant nation through the most devastating war time in human history [WWII). However, despite these incredible achievements in bringing lasting reforms and minimizing the war’s negative impact on the Americans, the president had his shortcomings especially in the sense that he would not give into consultations and counsel from his advisors. He retained those who shared his views, and this may come out as a weak point in his leadership as a wartime president in the United States. However, it is clear that his achievements far outweigh his weaknesses and as that are not enough to disqualify him as an effective leader.
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