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Justification for the Use of the Atomic Bomb
Introduction
The first and only atomic bomb ever used was dropped on the heart of Japan on the city of Hiroshima on August 6th of the year 1945.  The release of the bomb resulted in the death of more than 135000 people. The war did not end immediately and on 9th August of the same year, the U.S Nagasaki and killed around 50000 people. The USA had suffered the loss of more than 418000 lives both military and civilian (Morton, Louis). The American military and the Japanese civilians had been exhausted from the four long years of never-ending war yet the Japanese military was refusing to surrender. When the U.S President at the time who was known as Harry Truman was informed that the long awaited Manhattan project had become successful he saw it would be the best way to end the war. The Project had begun in the year 1939 when a certain group of scientists in America informed the government of the potentiality of atomic energy use for military purposes and warned the federal government that Germany had already started experiments on the use of the same energy to create weapons. Once it was successfully completed, Truman made the decision to use the bomb on a military basis. The atomic bomb in Japan made the U.S the first and only nation to ever use nuclear energy made weapons in another country. The bomb was justified since the war had lasted for the longest period in history and it had led to the suffering of many people including the citizens of Japan, the Americans and the military troops of America.
 The use of the atomic bomb was necessary since the bomb saved the lives if most Americans and Japanese people. There was a lot of food rationing for the Japanese citizens during the war to the extent that most of could barely climb a flight of stairs. The military of Japan was rationing the food for the Japanese that led to the death of many. Most of them could not have lasted long if the war had continued. Additionally, the atomic bomb was necessary since it shortened the war. Even though it led to severe effects such as death and defection on many children for many decades, the use of the atomic bomb by the U.S government put an end to the long war that had lasted for more than four years. Once the U.S military dropped the two bombs on August 6th and 9th, the following day the Japanese military demanded for a halt of the long war and on 14th August Emperor Hirohito made an official announcement to the Japanese people that they had surrendered to the government of U.S (Bernstein, Barton J) . The military of Japan had an intention of ensuring that the war lasted for seven years and by the fourth year the U.S troops were exhausted and the government needed to take more serious action. Moreover, it is argued that the atomic bomb was the only means to convince the emperor to intervene. Russia had used two bombs in Japan and they had stated war but the military of Japan could not surrender. After the bombing on 6th, the Japanese thought that the U.S could not have the capability of creating more than one atomic bomb. However, after the second bombing at Nagasaki, the emperor needed the war to be over. Using the bomb was a quick and easy way to end the war instead of causing numerous untold suffering.
The resolution to use the atomic bomb was not made by the president alone instead there was a committee that had shared responsibility of advising the president. There was an interim committee that was created in 1945 that had the primary task of ensuring it provided advice to the president on matters concerning the use of nuclear energy. The committee mainly looked at the impact of the bomb once the war was over. The group had not planned to use the bomb against Japan but the president decided to use it since the war had become prolonged.
Moreover, the use of the atomic bomb was justified since the Japanese had been given enough and fair warning. The U.S had given the Japanese military enough time to surrender. In the month of July President Truman provided a final petition to Japan that was referred to as the Potsdam Declaration. In the statement, they had shown how the government that had caused the war would be pulled apart and how the federal military would occupy the country. Japan would have to be reduced in size to its prewar borders. Moreover, in the declaration, the U.S stated that the Japanese army would be disarmed and permitted to go home and lead peaceful lives. The Japanese citizens were also warned to evacuate through issuing millions of leaflets that they released on the cities of Japan. Some of the leaflets contained the methods that Japan was supposed to use to surrender but the government ensured they arrested those people who were caught in possession of these leaflets. Moreover, in some of the leaflets to the civilians in the cities, it was clearly indicated that the city of Hiroshima was considered to be a target and the innocent civilians were urged to evacuate. Therefore, the government and military of U.S had done enough sensitization of the situation to both the government and the civilians of Japan
The federal government also used the bomb as a method of retaliation for the barbarism of the Japanese people. The U.S used the bomb as a method of revenge for the undisputable brutality, barbarism and criminal behavior of the military in Japan. The Japanese military had committed numerous massacres in both Pacific and Asia due to their personal theories of race, they had raped women, forced majority of the young girls into  sexual slavery, killed a lot of civilians and used torture and execution of prisoners. Also, the Japanese commanders had been treating the American prisoners very inhumanely which led to thousands perishing along the way due to starvation, forced labor, and diseases. The president of the U.S and the citizens were tired of the harsh treatment, humiliation and the sense of helplessness that the Americans were experiencing in Japan. They requested for better treatment of their people but not even the promises changed anything. Therefore, due to the barbarism of the Japanese, President Truman had no choice but to use the atomic bomb on the Japanese to teach them how to honor their words.
The Manhattan Project that began during President Roosevelt reign back in the year 1939 had used a lot of resources and was very expensive. Therefore, it was only necessary for the bomb to be used. The project had used almost two billion dollars of the money that taxpayers contributed. Therefore, Truman was faced with the pressure to honor the legacy of Roosevelt and the wastage of resources and expenditures once the public got information about the creation of the project that would barely be used would not have been good for the democrats (Herken, Gregg). Therefore, Truman did not want to face the political consequence of wasting the project and the Japanese war had been the best opportunity for him to use the bomb.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Truman had followed suit of what his predecessors did in the past. Truman had already inherited the policy of bombing cities from Roosevelt. The intentional targeting of civilians was questionable and very inhumane but it had already been adopted as a policy by the American presidents especially Roosevelt. Therefore, Truman had to roll back with the same policy. Even other countries were using the same policy for example in 1932 Japan bombed Chapei in China, the Italians bombed numerous civilians in Ethiopia and Germans had bombed civilians in Spain during the Spanish civil war (Walker, J. Samuel). Therefore, the use of bombs was not a new thing among countries in the world. So many lives had been lost through the use of bombs and even though the act was very distasteful the use of the atomic bomb was just another weapon that was to be used under the policy.
Even though the use of the bomb helped shorten the war the government would have used other methods instead of the atomic bomb which has had serious effects on Japanese citizens for decades. Some critics argue that the main intention of using the bomb was to scare Russia since Russia had decided to enter into the war. Moreover, others feel that the use of the bomb was not really necessary since it destroyed the lives of many in the country.
Conclusion
The use of the atomic bomb on the two main cities of Japan had very serious effects on the civilians. It led to the death of numerous innocent people but at the same time, many lives were saved from it because most of the Japanese citizens had been suffering at the hands of the Japanese military. The Japanese citizens mostly had been starved and lacked medicine for the diseases they suffered because the military was more focused on the war instead of the provision of resources and allowing the normal life of the people. Therefore, the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki was important to end the war and allow the citizens have their normal lives.  Moreover, the bomb was important since it was the only effective way to end the barbaric behavior of the Japanese military and government. The Japanese leadership was inhumane to both its citizens and to the Americans. Furthermore, even warnings could not capture the attention of the Emperor to stop the war. Therefore, the government of U.S needed to use a weapon that would be very powerful to ensure it send the right message to the government of Japan to end the war. The use of the bomb became effective since after the 9th bombing the government of Japan issued their message of surrender which ended the long war that had lasted for many years in history.
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