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Section 1 (60 %): Over the course of the semester, you have been required to read the book, “Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America” by Barbara Ehrenreich. Please write at least a three‐to‐four‐ page paper, describing the experiences that the author has in the various locations that she chooses to work. In your final pages, offer your reflections on the book. Discuss your familiarity with the concepts and experiences of the author, and your thoughts on the reading. In conclusion, please offer some discussions on ways the challenges that are faced by the author can be improved through public and/or private initiatives in the short and long term. 
In your writing, incorporate perspective gained from the Walmart video and other readings and lectures where possible. 
Section 2 (40%): In class we watched the video “Waging a Living”. In each of the stories conveyed, issues and circumstances dictated the quality of life for participants and were shaped by the policies and programs in place. From this video, select one situation in which a policy or a program had a positive effect and one in which a policy or program had a negative effect on a given person or group. Write at least a two‐page paper with the following: 
		‐  For the positive scenario, describe the challenge that the person or group faced. Next, explain specifically how the policy or program addressed the person or group’s challenge. 

		‐  For the negative scenario, describe the challenge and how a policy or program negatively 
impacted the individual or group (or a change to the current policy) that could address the 
issue and how. 

		‐  Connect your discussion back to the course readings and lectures where possible. 


