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Synthesis paper
Most of what human know currently is as a result of increased research. Research has helped develop most of human knowledge and understanding of the world as it is. From a personal level, I believe that research is paramount in understanding the challenges faced by humans as well as individuals. The following paper aims at synthesizing the idea of research at an introductory level as well as how research can be critiqued from a biblical, Christian Perspective. 
According to Punch & Oancea (2014), research basically means searching or developing a strategy for solving a problem. This means that a research is founded on a problem. For one to solve a problem, they must first understand its origins as well as the main causes of the problem. A research begins with a research question. For one to identify the main challenge, one must ask the right questions to ensure that they have the right understanding of the problem. The research question is basically transforming the challenge or problem into a statement or question (Punch & Oancea, 2014). Nonetheless, the manner in which the research question is developed determines the rest of the research. Therefore, he research question is vital in carrying out a proper research. This is because the research question determines the target or objective of the research. For instance, I will use myself as a case study in my own research. For instance, I have not been doing well in one of my subjects. This is a problem in the first place and I need to research myself to understand why I do not do well in the subject. The research question will be why do I not perform well in my X subject? This will allow me to inquire more on how I behave or work towards that X subject, therefore allowing me to understand why I do not do well in that subject. 
The next major step in a research is the literature review. According to Polgar & Thomas (2013), a research has to be rigorous and comprehensive meaning it has to offer solutions to the identified challenge. For this to happen, one must consult other sources of research to determine how similar challenges have been solved or researched. This includes consulting numerous sources of literature from the internet, magazines, newspapers, article journals, as well as book among many others (Polgar & Thomas, 2013). All the literature that is relevant to the main research being undertaken is reviewed to help better understand how to carry on the current research. Additionally, the literature review also enhances the rest of the research by enabling increased decisions on the methodologies and aims of the research. As a case study, I would research on any literature that addresses the main challenges of failing in the X subject, which would enable me to determine the suitable objectives as well as methods for researching me on why I do not do well in the X subject. 
The next step in the research is developing the methodologies of the research.  At an introductory level I have learned numerous methodologies in research. The first method is the case study, where one can choose a certain individual or entity and evaluate hem based on numerous factors.  Moreover, Polgar & Thomas (2013), argues that research can either be qualitative or quantitative. The quantitative method means using numbers of statistics while the qualitative is based on gathering words and determining their meanings. Statistics relies on number measures such as the years, time, and populations while qualitative means emotions or comments such as am satisfied or rating a service as poor. These methods are used to gather or collect data through data collection methods such as questionnaires, surveys, and observations. After the data collection, the information is then analyzed through different methodologies. In this case I can develop my own questionnaire where I ask myself how I study for the subject x and track my performance throughout the year. In the analysis I can use numerous methods such as tabulating my performance into a chart to better understand the data. The final result of this is a discussion of the main points or discoveries found from the research analysis as well as recommendations or solutions to the identified problem. 
All in all, research can still be critiques in the Christian or biblical perspective. This means that how research is conducted can still be critiqued or questioned through the Christian viewpoint. Firstly, the Christian view point dwells increasingly on social challenges that focus on human’s interrelationships and activities rather than questioning the natural environment (Longenecker, 2004). Therefore, from a biblical point of view, it is considered appropriate to inquire more about man’s activities rather than inquiring more about the natural environment. In fact, the Christian faith requires that a research take the social perspective and direction, which includes the relationship with others. Therefore, research in the Christian perspective is a social activity. Moreover, the Christian perspective also prescribes to helping other especially those who are vulnerable or unfortunate in society (Longenecker, 2004). These principles in research are based on biblical teachings that focus on the idea of helping the less fortunate and doing all activities as a service to God. 
As a case study, I should also focus my research as a social activity. This will include the ability to help other through my research and not an individual or solo thing. Moreover, the Christian perspective also brings in the need to be subjective rather than objective. Rational and logic must be applied to any research to ensure that it is accurate and reliable. In the Christian faith, this is a process that is determined by one’s faith or commitment to God’s teachings. Nonetheless, the bible does warn that human kind will be destroyed by their own knowledge. Therefore, the Christian faith is somehow limiting or conservative to some extent since some of the methodologies as well as analysis methods used question the Christian faith. Nonetheless, the Christian faith welcomes knowledge as long as it supports society in one way or another. The social aspect is paramount in research from the Christian perspective as it fulfills the teaching of the bible by serving God through service to humanity especially the less fortunate. As a case study my research must be developed to help the society rather than an individual undertaking that is only meant to help an individual. 
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