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Over the past decades, the world has experienced massive and significant changes in the global power structure whose effect have been considerably felt in the creation and existence of a new world order. As the global society experiences the dramatic changes in its political and economic standing, it becomes apparent that a world order, new and different from what was initially contended is gradually emerging. The ideology of a global order has for the longest time been driven by the notions of global collective security, democracy, justice, world peace, and liberalism just to mention a few. It is believed that this world order is necessary in convening the different regions of the world into one peaceful global village. Democracy and free market capitalism are fundamental catalysts in bringing about changes in power and the world order. This literature review analyses views discussed by various scholars in regards to the interconnectedness between democracy and free market capitalism in relation to changes in power and in the world order.
Social change and development have and continue to occur in the global arena. On this note, scholars note that in view of the events that have taken place in the past decades one cannot avoid the feeling that some fundamental changes have occurred in world history (Fukuyama, 1989; Huntington, 1993). Although Fukuyama (1989) views the fact that more nations are attaining peace as one of the major significant changes, Huntington (1993), argues in retrospect and claims that the changes in power and world order are seeing a significant return of traditional rivalries between global states. Huntington’s argument holds a strong ground especially in view of the observation that Gill (1992) makes noting that Europe’s attempts to become a coherent politico-economic entity is in order to increase its sufficient capability and resources to enable it to offset Japanese and American power in the world political economy.
 
It, therefore, becomes apparent that the global economic and political systems have changed and brought a considerable shift to the world order. Scholars argue that that the ultimate Western liberal democracy seems to be returning to an unabashed victory of political and economic liberalism (Fukuyama, 1989). Other regions such as Europe are continually striving to deepen and enlarge their economic, social, geographical, and political potential with the hope that doing so will increase their chances of becoming a fundamental player and entity in the emerging world order (Gill, 1992). Mentan (2015), notes that the triumph of Western Europe and the United States over the Soviet Union helped to prove the superiority of capitalism and free markets which have in turn given birth to a new global order founded on liberal capitalism.
However, some scholars are not so much convinced that the triumph has indeed created such a fundamental and globally acceptable change in the world. On this note, Elizabeth C. Economy (2010) notes that other nations, such as China, are becoming revolutionary powers that seek to remake global institutions and norms which for the longest time have been based on the Western ideologies. On the same note, Etzioni (2013) contends that ideas, rules, democracy, and economic capitalism that have placed the U.S as the protector and champion of a liberal-based world order thereby enabling it to face illiberal nations that do not conform ought to be challenged. The scholar further argues that failure to do so presents an ideological challenge to the legitimacy of the regimes and policies of other world nations. It is at this point that shifts in power and the entire world order become necessary if nations are to be viewed as democratic entities. In their own right. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]It is true that many nations seek a new and all-inclusive world order. However, although many changes and significant steps have been made towards the realization of this ambition; it seems that achieving the expected new world order may be easier said than done.  Faulk and Strauss (2001) note that creating global governance is raising considerable disaffection especially on the issues of participation. However, the scholars note that decision-making and the civil society have significantly become key aspects of the new world order that have enabled nation states to ponder on the issue of creating a global parliament. However, the pressure to democratize the new international system seems to be an evolutionary process that will likely prevail and intensify with time especially as states strive to create an integrated world political economy and political legitimacy (Faulk and Strauss, 2001). It, therefore, seems that a democratic alternative to a fixed state-centred system is gradually becoming more compelling to all those who are concerned about global social justice as well as the creation of a humane world order.
Without a doubt, the world will continue to change. The world order as we knew it in the cold war era differs from how we see it now and will most likely be different in the future. As more nation-states develop and seek democratic autonomy at the political, economic, and social levels changes are bound to occur. The power structure will change, more superpowers will emerge, and some will likely fall as a result of their economic and political standing in the world order. One question that emerges, therefore, is nations fight to offset others and champion the new world order, will this not be against the very ideas of world peace especially if violence is used? For this reason, it is imperative to conduct more research on how the shifts in power will likely affect the new world order and therefore international relations.
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