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Discuss the Argument for and against Death Penalty
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]The death penalty is also referred to as capital punishment, and it is a government endorsed practice where an individual is put to death by the government for a crime he has committed. The criminal offenses that result in the death penalty are known as capital offenses.  The death penalty is considered to be the gravest form of punishment on earth. There are countries across the globe that still carries out capital punishment for example 58 states while the majority of the countries have abolished the system. Around 1436 individuals have been executed in the U.S from 1977 to date ("Death Penalty Information Centre Facts About Death Penalty" n.p). The death penalty is through lethal injections. Most of the cases that led to the execution are due to treason, espionage, and other serious capital offenses. 
Case for Death Penalty
Death Penalty is the fit and just punishment for murder. Every individual has the right to live a peaceful and free life that is free from any harm. However, criminal offenses such as murder, rape, and physical assault are committed by individuals who have no value for life and property of other people. Therefore, they violate other people’s life. The justice system finds a punishment that will fit the crime individual commits. Most severe crimes are punishable by imprisonment. The lack of severe punishment for a homicide murderer would lead to an increase in homicide cases since the criminals would know that their punishments cannot get any worse than a mere imprisonment. Since murder is the deprivation of the victim's right to life, then the state can also willfully deprive the criminal’s right to life (Radelet, Michael and Ronald Akers n.p). Capital punishment will be the fit form of justice for the victim of murder.
The threat of death penalty reduces cases of homicide in the country. The imposing death sentence of offenders reduces the rate of crime. In the 1960's the rate of crime and homicide cases increased by around 7% due to the abolishment of the law on death sentence which proves the efficacy of the capital punishment on crimes ("Death Penalty Information Centre Facts Abouts Death Penalty" n.p). People also fear death; therefore, imposing death sentence especially on murder cases reduces the number of criminal offenses of individuals. Additionally, the death penalty costs the government less. The government will spend less money when it comes to cases of the death sentence as compared to cases of life imprisonment. The expenses of life imprisonment result from the provision of food, proper health care for the individuals and all other costs of sustaining the daily lives of the individuals who have been incarcerated. 
The death penalty is constitutional. The government of U.S has not abolished the death penalty. Therefore, the conviction of death penalty is constitutional and does not violate in any way the 8th amendment that usually prohibits the state from imposing excess bail, fines and cruel forms of punishments (Breyer, Stephen G and John D Bessler 10). The pain that is associated with an execution of death is not necessarily improbable. The federal government has also come up with more humane ways that can be used to carry out the execution of death.
Also, death penalty provides closure for victims (Walker, Ida 33). In the world today there are many victims of single murder from criminals. A criminal is caught, given a fair trial and later convicted and punished but the individual who has been killed no longer has a role to play in the situation. The murderer deprives the family and friends of a loved one who causes grief. The execution of the murderer does not end the grief but provides a sign of relief that the family may not always have to think of the ordeal.
Case against Death Penalty
Innocent people can be wrongly executed. In some cases, innocent people can be wrongly accused to death execution (Chenwi, Lilian 193). The innocence of these individuals can occur after they have already been executed therefore leading to the severe punishment of an innocent individual. The execution of innocent individuals leads to loss of faith in the justice system. Additionally, improper procedures can at times lead to unfair executions. Additionally, the death penalty is irreversible and executing the penalty on an innocent person is unlawful and defilement of human rights.
Death penalty usually fails to rehabilitate. Putting an individual on the death row accomplishes nothing since the victim of the crime is already dead and cannot be brought back to life. Most cases of murder are done on the spur of the moment without the criminal being rational. Therefore, imposing a death penalty does not bring out the right purpose of punishment.  Punishment should help an individual rehabilitate and realize his mistakes. Additionally, a person should be given a second chance to ensure he does not repeat the same mistakes but using death penalty an individual does not get a second chance. 
The death penalty does not deter crime ("Death Penalty Information Centre Facts Abouts Death Penalty" n.p). There is no credible evidence that imposing death penalty instead of a prison term on the criminals who have been caught will prevent crimes from occurring. In most cases the opposite happens to be true for example in Canada murder cases have reduced by 44% since the abolishment of death penalty twenty-seven years ago. Therefore, the death penalty does not change the mind of criminals about committing murder. Therefore, capital punishment does not serve any purpose.
Additionally, the punishment is biased regarding race (Bedau, Hugo Adam and Paul G Cassell 33). Statistics show that around 50 percent of individuals with a death row are the African Americans. The African Americans make up only 13 percent of America’s total population. There have been three executions two of which were from the racial minorities such as Latinos and African Americans, and currently, six of the executions to occur are of African Americans. Between 2001 and 2006, around 48% of cases that ended up with death penalty were African American. Therefore, the punishment is seen to be biased and in a racist manner. 
Conclusion
The death penalty can in some cases deter criminals from committing offenses which reduce the rate of crimes in the country. Also, the majority of people fear death. Therefore, it can be a helpful way to curb crime. On the other hand, it is very immoral and unethical for the state to impose death on its citizens. However, in some countries death sentence is acceptable. Capital punishment is morally flawed and can be viewed as a form of vengeance. Additionally, religious leaders are not in support of death sentence because mostly it leads to the execution of innocent people in the society yet it cannot be irreversible. Therefore, states should adopt other methods of punishment other than the death penalty.
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