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Gay/Same Sex Marriage: Critical Analysis/Argumentation
INTRODUCTION
The issue of gay/same sex marriage has always proven to be a controversial one with both opponents and supporters being continually at loggerheads on whether people of the same sex should be allowed to marry and be granted equal marriage rights as the heterosexual couples. Whereas many reasons are given against homosexual marriages, supporters claim that those reasons are nothing but pretentious excuses that arise from deep-rooted homophobic and transphobic tendencies. This, they say, is the fear of relations between homosexuals and transgender people.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
The global media is increasingly directing its attention to the injustices that couples of the same sex are facing in different regions of the world. Although to people of age are at liberty to marry whenever they want, age-long traditional institutions and legal laws confine this right only to heterosexuals. Presently, in the United States as well as other regions in the world, one does not have to delve so far into the media reports to identify that the issues relating to gay/same sex marriage lies at the forefront of major controversial topics in the American political discourse. Many countries have placed bans on same sex marriage but there are a few who in the recent past have been fighting for gay rights. 


THESIS
The global media is increasingly directing its attention to the injustices that couples of the same sex are facing in different regions of the world. Although people of age are at liberty to marry whenever they want, age-long traditional institutions and legal laws confine this right only to heterosexuals. This paper critically analysis the manner in which members of the same sex are denied the rights to marry and the general role that the global media is 	

TOULMIN MODEL
Claim: The widespread homophobic tendencies have led people to believe that same sex marriages endangers heterosexual marriage and eventually leads to the deterioration of the family

Proof: over 74 countries across the globe criminalize same sex relationships. Of these seventy-four, gay/same sex marriage is punishable by death in 13 countries; ban are in place in 17 of them to prohibit what they term as propaganda that is aimed at promoting same sex relationships. At the same time a gay panic that enables members of the public to commit crimes against gay people on claims of provocation is retained in 40 of the countries.  

Warrant: Decriminalizing same sex marriages will reduce homophobia which makes people feel that same sex marriage endangers the heterosexual marriage and family institution
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OPPOSING ARGUMENT 
According TFP Student Action (Np), homosexuality is harmful and must be opposed at any cost. Therefore, abolishing the laws that criminalize gay/same sex marriages cannot be possible. This is mainly because the homophobia is deep-rooted in the traditional customs and not just the legal system. The media’s coverage of the injustice against gay couples may enlighten the public about the homosexual couple’s plight but will not necessarily lead to the abolishment of criminalizing laws.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Elements of the Toulmin Model found in the opposing argument. The claim is that media coverage of the injustice does little to reduce the effects of criminalizing laws.
Proof: 40 countries that have placed serious bans against homosexuality view media coverage of the issue as a propaganda initiated by gay/same sex marriage supporters as a way of promoting gay marriage rights.

BIAS IN THE OPPOSITIONG ARGUMENT
The opposing argument is biased in the sense that it is too anti-gay. It fails to acknowledge the union between members of the same sex as marriage arguing that it violates natural law.

FALLACIES IN THE OPPOSING ARGUMENET 
One of the fallacies in the opposing argument is that of “appeal to popular opinion”. This fallacy is at play when a person asserts that the argument conveyed is the correct one simply because that is the opinion that a majority of the population accepts.

REBUTTAL OPPOSING ARGUMENTS
Everyone has a right to choose a marriage partner of their choice regardless of their gender identity or orientation. Therefore, homosexuality is not bad and a union between two people in matrimony should be considered to a marriage. If the laws criminalizing gay/same sex marriage can be removed, then the homophobic tendencies will likely reduce. Therefore, arguing that marriage between people of the same sex is not marriage is false and misplaced. This means that gay couples should be given equal rights as their heterosexual couples.



