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The Construction Of Manhood And Rousseau’s Political Thoughts
T The thoughts and contributions of Jean-Jacques Rousseau to moral psychology and political philosophy have been of tremendous value to the history of philosophy and influencing later thinkers. The central concern that dominates most of his works is based on how to find ways of preserving human freedom in a society where individuals are ever more dependent on each other for the satisfaction of their wants and needs. Rousseau’s views on manhood and its construction rendered his political thoughts inescapably and inherently sexist in nature but again it is upon these same ideas that he constructs his concept of democracy and freedom in the society.
As already mentioned, Rousseau’s political ideas are centered on the concept of freedom. He believes that man is born good or rather is inherently good but it is the society which he himself constructs that corrupts him in the end (Cress 89). Freedom is like the state of childhood – everyone treats each other freely and fairly. Rousseau claims that before puberty one cannot tell the difference between a boy and girl- even they do not see their differences. However, when the boy develops and matures from childhood into manhood things begin to change, and differences become apparent. Coexistence in the community and between the two genders only becomes possible as long as man and woman hold true to their distinct positions and identities. In other words, the man who has attained actual manhood no longer depends on the woman who has nursed him all the while, but it is for the woman to continue living in utter servitude to the man (Cress 48; Rousseau 108-109).
 
On the same note, when a society lives in a full democracy, freedom allows men to treat each other fairly. In such a society happiness and peaceful coexistence would only be achieved if every man embraced and played his role accordingly. In other words, this identity and role playing would lead to the creation of a sovereign society where man would be well governed, and each would be “sufficient to his task, no one would be forced to relegate to others the functions with which he was charged (Cress 26). This to him is what constitutes true freedom – where no one is able to abandon their natural role. Just like a man must live up to his manhood for him to get the honor and respect that he deserves, otherwise, he will be a disgrace to his fellow menfolk as well as the society in which he exists. To Rousseau, this man would be no different from a woman; and in the same sense, a society without democracy would be no different from corruption and slavery.
Rousseau’s concept of manhood is constructed in a relative identity against the woman where one is the opposite of the other. Although the political idea in his mind is a society and government where everyone is free and respected, this view exempts the woman who exemplifies the opposite of manhood and only exists in the existence of the man amidst the strength and authority of manhood. He makes it seem that if manhood [man] gave way to womanhood [woman] to become active in the polity, justice and liberty would collapse (Rousseau 110-111). This brings the reader back to the idea role playing as Rousseau’s advice to women in light of manhood is “always be what you are” (Cress 32). 


His society is a world of oppositions that must and can only be sustained if men and women maintain their different identities. There man/woman is viewed in the oppositions of law/love, generality/particularity, self-love/compassion, conventional/natural, rational/emotional, reasonable/unreasonable, and so and so forth (Cress 34-35). When one looks carefully at this constructs, it becomes apparent that manhood is given qualities bestowed on a sovereign state, and this is a clear indication that in the political thoughts of Rousseau manhood plays center stage. However, manhood according to this philosopher is something that one achieves. To him, this does not happen until after puberty; a time when the male becomes distinctly different from the female and having been nurtured by the woman is able and at liberty to take up manly duties which include running the system and making decisions for others as his role mandates him. This is important in understanding the philosopher’s thoughts on his concept of political freedom and more so the concept of liberty.  
This is to say that his ideas of manhood shape his thoughts on political freedom and liberty to a significant degree. For example, Rousseau likens political liberty to full-bodied wines and solid tasty foods that strengthen and nourish robust constitutions but also overpower intoxicate, and ruin the delicate and weak who are deemed unsuitable (Cress 27). In the concept of the construction of manhood, a similar trend can be observed. In this case, liberty marks the boy’s initiation into manhood where he can use it in whichever way he deems manly. This liberty enables him to overpower not just the womenfolk but also those who are deemed politically weak. They collectively become his subjects. 


The course and nature of manhood is determined right from birth. It is argued that man develops a nearly unchangeable and robust temperament because they are subjected to harsh environments and realities that require them to be strong and fight for their survival where only the strong survive – they therefore become accustomed right from childhood (Cress 40; Rousseau 112). The society and the state in particular are not for the weak and powerless. They are for those who are willing to go the extra mile and take the risks that others may be afraid to, and in so doing, they are in pursuit of their interests and total freedom. Rousseau’s political philosophy emphasizes on particularly four distinct freedoms in politics; all of which are unique yet intertwined with the success of the others. These freedoms include civil freedom, moral freedom, natural freedom, and democratic freedom. Only the robust of men and States can achieve and enjoy these freedoms. 
Civil freedom, for example, entails the absence of obstructions in the pursuit of one’s goals. In relating this concept of political freedom to the construction of manhood the link is quite significant. On this note, manhood in regards to its construction and existence entails the absence of impediments in the pursuit of manly goals which in actual sense translate to the societal goals set by the laws of the State. In Rousseau’s world, States and societies do not remain the same but evolve with time – just like man does. As time goes, man is drawn out of the original situation where he passed innocent and tranquil days and eventually he becomes enlightened and displays his vices, errors, and virtues that in the end make him a tyrant over nature and himself (Cress 45).


On the other hand, in as far as democratic freedom is concerned, Rousseau feels that man should be allowed to make his own rules which must govern him. In the same manner that man should not relegate his duties to another or live in servitude to a fellow man; the laws should not be made by a few representatives on behalf of the other. In other words, sovereign decisions ought not to be delegated to a few people (Cress 33). Just as manhood entails taking up responsibility of oneself; democratic freedom according to Rousseau entails collective self-rule founded on individual rights whereby people take charge of their affairs and lives in a way and where the rule by others denies them – or rather in the absence of any human impediments.
It is apparent that the idea of political community and citizens envisioned by Jean Jacques Rousseau is one that entails the imposition of a subordinating identity upon women in praise and place of manhood. The woman is central to the being of the male citizen in as much as manhood is central to the existence of the State and vice versa and cannot be integrated into the public prerogative without undermining that central being . In Rousseau’s political theory, this is a boundary that cannot be overstepped because if that were to happen, the state, the society, and the justice system would not survive. Like a sovereign State, manhood represents law, a unified subject, and a self-identical identity commanding the jurisdiction of heroism. Understanding Rousseau’s ideas of the construction of manhood helps to understand much of his political philosophy.
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