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Critical Analysis Of Flannery O’Connor’s “A Good Man Is Hard To Find”
“A Good Man Is Hard To Find” is a 1955 short story by American Southern female writer Flannery O’Connor that attracts the reader’s critical attention based on the author and the manner in which she conveys her message through the narrative. This story is an excellent introduction to the writer’s fiction because it has all the elements that are typical of O’Connor’s literary works. It offers a combination of horror, humor, an opportunity for characters, odd characters, and more importantly a moral and theological lesson of God’s grace. The idea of God’s grace is central to the story’s themes of God and religion, violence and selfishness, and living in the past. This critical analysis examines O’Connor’s depictions of her Southerner and Religious identity, and how symbols, metaphors, and other techniques are used in the thematic development of “A Good Man Is Hard To Find.” 
The theological perspective of the novel can be felt early at the beginning of a story when the reader encounters the selfish and self-righteous grandmother. She is the primary character in the story. The plot is developed around her, her son Bailey, his wife, and their three young children and the fateful encounters they have on their way to Georgia for a family vacation. Violence is brought out through the character of the Misfit – an escaped convicted murderer and his fellow goons. The words “a good man is hard to find” are first echoed by Red Sammy Butts, a barbecue restaurant owner where the Bailey family take a stop on their trip. On the same note, the message of living in the past is portrayed through the grandmother and Bailey’s children, but overall, the idea of grace is deep-seated in all these messages.
For a first time reader of Flannery O’Connor’s works, it may be imperative to know that the writer always identified herself as a Catholic Writer and Southern Writer. Therefore, these two identities and beliefs always informed the writer’s literary works. Knowing this makes it easier for the reader to critique the story in relation to this background and see how the author manages to express her ideas and identity without necessarily having to reveal it in explicit terms. On this note, O’Connor’s Southerner heritage is clear in the novel because of how greatly the author banks on regional specific details. In this novel, the author draws on a rich tradition of humor, violence, and regional specific details to show that beyond the precise rendering of the comedic characters and their dialects, the South is a place that is rich with history and myth. An example can be seen in the thrill that the characters have in visiting an old house with secret passageways. This in a way creates an image of houses that exist myths about the ancient period.
The point of view used in the narrative is important in that it allows the reader to know more about the author as well as the characters portrayed in the novel. On this note, it is apparent that “A Good Man Is Hard To Find” is told from a third-person narrator point of view. The opening statement, “the grandmother didn’t want to go to Florida” is evident of an objective narrator (O’Connor 3). However, this perspective is limited, and this means that it is told from a third-person limited point of view where the narrator only reveals the emotions and thought of just one character – the Grandmother. This perspective is kept consistent throughout.


On the same note, the author maintains an authorial distance throughout. In other words, the narrator is careful not to enter the characters mind full. This works to create a sense of detachment that allows the audience to arrive at their own conclusions and judgment about the characters. Central and consistent to the idea of author-character-reader detachment is the fact that the main character [grandmother] whose thoughts the narrator speaks of, is never given a name. In other words, the names of characters in this novel are important in revealing the point of view of which the narrative is being told and go a long way in creating a close clear connection between the reader and the characters. Again, Bailey’s wife is referred to as “the children’s mother” rather than a name like the rest (3). The reader cannot identify with them too closely and can only view each as a “type” of person that must be judged based on their actions and allows the reader to accord behavior-specific descriptive names to the characters. For instance, the grandmother is viewed as selfish and self-conceited, and the children’s mother is authoritative and dominant. Therefore, when names are avoided or used sparingly, the close association is hindered in one way or the other.
From the onset to the ending of the novel, the author uses various symbols to convey the narratives ideas. For example, the grandmother’s navy blue straw sailor hat is an important symbol in the narrative. The reader is informed that before the trip the grandmother takes pains dressing up like elegantly, so that is anyone saw her dead body on the highway, they would immediately know that she was a lady (4). This is foreshadowing in the sense that she speaks of a possible death before it actually happens.


The scene proves that the grandmother is more concerned about how she would look and the opinion that strangers would have of her if they found her dead. She would like to maintain her status and identity as a Southern Lady with good morals, and even when on the verge of death she pleads with the Misfit asking him if he would really kill a lady (10). However, the symbolism comes right after the accident; the hat falls apart, and its brim falls off. This symbolizes the frivolity of her moral ideas and the shedding of her ruined hat shows that the old lady’s self-conception has been destroyed as well. Still on the accident scene, foreshadowing is evident when the grandmother hopes that she is injured so that Bailey would not direct his anger at her and scold her immediately (8). Well, she does get hurt in the end – too hurt that three bullets to her chest end her life. Bailey will not have a chance to be angry or scold her because he as well as the rest of the family has been shot dead as well.
The old house that the grandmother insists they must visit is also used a symbol. The message that the author seems to be sending to the narrator is that living in the past can be a dangerous thing, and more often than not, the past is distorted. This act shows that the old lady has a habit of living in the past and loves doing things the old way as depicted by her belief that people were nicer and more morally upright in the past than in the present (6). The distortion of the reality of the past is brought out when the grandmother realizes that actually, the house was not in Georgia but Tennessee. This shows that often, the perception one has of the past is distorted.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Skies and the weather are also used symbolically. In this case, O’Connor uses them to depict the characters’ state of mind. On this note, the sky is described as cloudless and clear as the story comes to an end. This is an indication that the cloud that had clogged the grandmother’s visions and perception for so long and kept her away from realizing the beauty of grace had finally been removed. At last, she is concerned about someone other than herself. This is shown when she calls out for Bailey after he has been shot. The author says that “she raised her head like a parched old turkey” (14). This simile shows her anxiety and fear at the thought that her son could have been killed by the goons who had come driving a hearse-like automobile (9). This description of the Misfit’s vehicle has a metaphorical connotation in that their car is likened to a hearse, and therefore they are undertakers – they will kill the whole family. She passes away with a clear vision of her place in this world – no wonder she dies with a smiling face and looking up to the sky (14). 
Following the accounts recorded in Flannery O’Connor’s “A Good Man Is Hard To Find,” one is compelled to agree that if the world is as the author has painted hers in the novel, then a good man is indeed hard to find. Notably, all the characters in the short story are flawed, and there is too much violence – but again this is what makes an excellent text in showing that grace is available for all regardless of how they have led their lives. All one has to do is pray and reach out to Jesus like the grandmother continually beseeched the Misfit to do, and God’s grace will be sufficient.
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