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Analysis Of The Theme Of Acceptance And Imagery In Márquez’s 
“The Handsomest Drowned Man In The World”
Acceptance refers to the action or process of consenting to undertake or receive something that has been offered. More often than not, acceptance of voluntary. However, there are times when it is involuntary in the sense that one has to accept a thing or action because he/she has no choice but to do it. “The Handsomest Drowned Man In The World” is a short story by writer and journalist, Gabriel Garcia Márquez. It tells the story of an extraordinarily huge, strong, and handsome corpse washed ashore. The villagers are immediately taken in by the body of this stranger to the point of viewing him as a deity. In his memory, they change their lifestyle and everything they do from then on in honor of this most handsome man in the world. Being a story within the genre of magical realism, Márquez fills this narrative with sea imagery in the description of the man as well as in the development of the theme of acceptance.
Márquez employs rich imagery through the use of descriptive language and symbols from the onset to the end of the narrative. The drowned man is the primary symbol. In the story. He represents perfection that the villagers and their neighbors have never seen beforehand. For example, he is more handsome, taller, and stronger than all the men in the villages even in death. Despite being just a corpse, he is an inspiration to the villagers and makes them decide to better their lives. They argue that “he bore his death with pride” (Márquez 2). This means that although death is inevitable, one can accept it with pride like the handsome man or with indifference like other drowned men in the sea and rivers.


Imagery and acceptance are also expressed through the drowned man’s clothes. On this note, in addition to smelling like the sea, “his clothes were in tatters” (2). By implication, this can be taken as a sign that the handsome man has been in the sea for a number of days – enough to allow him to sail through the labyrinths of coral from deep water and faraway oceans. However, despite this, the peculiar thing is that his body has not decayed one bit and neither has his beauty and splendor been affected. Again, it is noted that due to his size, he cannot fit in any of the beds, shoes, or clothes in the village – even the ones that the village women sew specifically for him are too tiny for him (4). He, therefore, represents something that is out of this world, and the ladies accept him as the most extraordinary man in the world. This acceptance comes voluntarily but is influenced by the corpse’s looks.
It is for this reason that they give the name, Esteban that is again symbolic and gains acceptance amongst all the villagers and their neighbors. From all looks of things, it is clear that the name Esteban represents a man of rare and unique qualities. One who is brave and dignified even in the face of death; a man who has so much power and authority vested in him that he can draw “fish out of the sea by simply calling out their names” (3). This same Esteban can plant flowers in the dry island by making spring burst out from among the hard rocks. All these are indicative of a supernatural being – to them, Esteban is a deity who is even respected by the sea. The name becomes acceptable because he is dead and cannot reject it. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]When on thinks of all the events that take place in the short story, there is no doubt that acceptance can either be voluntary or involuntary. It is argued that Esteban is a catalyst figure in the story whose beauty and stature contain a transformative effect on the villagers. It is further noted that initially, the villagers had no room for Esteban in their village and their imagination as well. However, encountering the handsomest drowned man transforms their imagination and consciousness so much so that at the end of the story, all they want is to rebuild their poor, backward village into a monument of beauty to sailors and other villagers – just like Esteban was to them (Hartz.org Np). This, therefore, means, that the presence of the godlike mythical Esteban, helps to expose to the villagers, the poverty and needs of their world and also works to expand their imagination. This is important because it puts the villagers in a position to examine their current situation and collectively accept that there is a need for change.
It is, therefore, apparent that Gabriel Garcia Márquez wants to teach a crucial lesson to the audience of his “The Handsomest Drowned Man In The World”. This lesson is that in the world, different forces will make them accept things in one way or the other. Sometimes the forces, such as death, will be too strong that acceptance will be required whether they like it or not. However, there will be others whose acceptance will be contingent on the individual – such as acceptance of and for a change. To the contemporary reader, this lesson is important because it enables the individual to know the basis of acceptance and know that sometimes acceptance is inevitable for life to go on smoothly.
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