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Part 2: Ethics Everywhere
Just when I thought that the modern day students view both men and women as equals, it turns out that some are as stereotypical as ever. Early this week, three of my friends and I were having a casual discussion on the current political situation in the country – we were just passing the time, and so this seemed quite reasonable. One of my friends pointed out that she cannot vote for a woman to become president; citing that the country needs a man as president and the woman should either stay back home or pursue other political positions. 
I felt that this was an ethical violation because it is discriminative based on gender. Clearly, my friend was unable to demonstrate gender impartiality even though it is a principle encouraged in and out of school. My other friends also felt that harboring such a behavior and attitude towards the womenfolk demonstrated a considerable lack of respect for the female gender. We were not being feminists – we were just stating the ethical facts.
I know that our classroom ethics holds that all students should accept and are accepted unconditionally. However, I have been having trouble accepting one of my classmate unconditionally due to some personal issues – both of us do not like each other and would be more than glad to see the other move to another class or better still, another school. On Monday we were required to work in a group, and although at first, we did not want to work together, we gradually found ourselves doing so as the activities progressed.
In this case, two ethical issues are concerned. First, our lack of respect and fondness for each other goes against the ethical principles of propriety. However, at the end of the group activity, we fulfilled the ethical standards of integrity, cooperation, and objectiveness by putting our differences aside so as to achieve a common classroom goal.
 


Part 3: Reflection
The assignment required me to explore the concept of Ethics in three different Parts. I took time to complete this assignment especially for the second part. It took a week to determine and isolate the event that I would discuss in part two. I weighed each of the situations against the ethical principles of integrity, fairness, equality, cooperation, unity among others in order to come up with a comprehensive report. The other parts were easy to complete because they were just to summarize existing information.
I have gained new knowledge and skills by participating in this activity. I learned that in this area of leadership, one must be sober-minded and possess necessary virtues of patience, integrity, and wisdom so as to know how to handle different situations. I might have been better prepared for this assignment if I started the Ethics class in my earlier years of study. If I had to do this again, I would be more open-minded so as not to judge situations based on my personal perspective as I might have done in the first scenario where my friend preferred a male to a female president. I was surprised to learn that Ethics is always at play even when we have no idea of its existence.
To be an effective leader in this area, I think I need to get to know people more and stop assuming that everyone holds the same ideas about particular issues. Exercising ethical principles of integrity, respect for all, consideration, among others in my daily activities and interactions is what I need to do to improve in this area of leadership. Being ethical is mostly a personal matter, and although the instructor and my fellow colleagues may help me improve in this field of leadership through guidance and correction, I feel that at the end of the day, the backdrops rests heavily upon me for improvement.
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