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Notably, the HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) has become a global epidemic that has severely affected the human race. Markedly, even though the fight against the disease has been successful to some extent, there is still much that has not been achieved according to the time targets set by international bodies on prevention and control of HIV. Thus, the main issue remains whether people are losing or winning the war in the fight against HIV.
Currently, it is estimated that close to 35 million people are infected with HIV; however, what is of greater concern is that a half of them do not know their status. In addition, approximately 1.5 million people die of AIDS annually, and the infection rate is estimated at 2.5 million individuals every year (Fowler n.p.). These statistics imply that the prevalence of HIV is on the rise despite the implementation of various interventions to control the situation. The issue that is troubling health care officials and policy makers is why there is such a significant number of people living undiagnosed with HIV. In the article, the author likens the stigmatization that HIV-infected individuals face to the prejudice experienced by lesbians, gays, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people; he also compares it to a black person living during the apartheid era in South Africa.
Homosexuality is illegal and even punishable by law in some countries across the world. As a result, a majority of non-heterosexual people fear seeking healthcare services and testing for HIV. Hence, for those infected with the virus, they continue practicing unsafe sex habits and spreading the disease without their knowledge; eventually, the disease progresses to AIDS (Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome), and they die. Apparently, this aspect is promoted by the fact that a majority of politicians and religious organizations support discriminative laws against LGBT individuals instead of leading the fight in ending the existent prejudice.
The family too makes the situation worse by excommunicating gays, lesbians, and drug abusers especially after they contract HIV (Fowler n.p.). Evidently, this segregation makes the situation worse for them as it denies them social support structures that can help them deal with the condition. Evidently, instead of finding solutions such as rehabilitating these individuals or giving them medical assistance, the society treats them like second-class citizens. Medical researchers have proposed that providing these people with clean needles stops them from sharing their injection kits and helps reduce HIV transmission. In general, the society seems not to care about the continued increase in HIV cases worldwide and its association with the prejudice and segregation accorded to LGBTs and drug users. Evidently, members of the community need to realize that they cannot continue shunning such individuals as this does not address the problem as it only makes it worse.
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