



Essay #3: Various Topics

Length: 5-8+ double-spaced pages

References to 5 or more sources (from our textbook and individual research)
When you submit this paper, please tell me if you are planning to put it in portfolio.

For the third and last paper of the semester, rather than choose a single chapter as an “umbrella” topic as was true for the first two papers, I am choosing several various, smaller chunks of readings from the text and suggesting possible topics for each.  The groups of readings and suggested topics are:


1. “Graduating,” pp. 304-315.

This section includes two speeches given on the occasion of a college graduation.  They are both unusual, and they give complex and unexpected advice to the students they are addressing.  These readings could be a jumping off point for thinking about many things, such as:

· The kind of advice you would like to hear on your graduation.

· These addresses also speak to issues of your generation: what your generation is like, what the world is like that your generation is facing.  You could write about your generation for this paper: the values, attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors that characterize your generation.  Or an extended discussion of one particular belief.  Or something specific that characterizes your generation, like Facebook or, depending on your age, MTV or the Women’s Movement or the counterculture.

· You could also write about college:  something general like what the value of a college education is (or isn’t), or something specific like the cost of college, or what college is like in another country that you are familiar with, or any other aspect of education that you wish. 

· Here is a link to many other famous graduation speeches.  And as with all topics, you can find more such material on line.

2. “Animal Fates,” pp. 1283-1288.

This section includes three poems about animals, and they happen to include some of my favorites.  The poems all depict interactions with animals and the complex meaning that animals have for us.  Again, these poems could be the jumping off point for a topic about:
· What animals mean to humans—all animals, or wild animals, or household pets—both from a personal point of view, and what the research says about animal and human relationships.

· A specific topic about animals, such as how animals are used as therapy for many kinds of troubled populations, such as prisoners, recovering addicts, mental patients, etc.

· A discussion of a topic of current controversy around animals, such as using animals for medical and other testing, or the value (or not) of protecting all endangered species.


3. “Working Mothers” (pp. 696-700)

This section includes poems about work, and while it focuses on mothers, it really opens up the whole topic of work in general.  And you can add to these poems a few other pieces that are relevant, such as:


Other poems: “The Market Economy,” by Marge Piercy, p. 435



   “After Apple Picking,” by Robert Frost, p. 1261




   “Richard Cory,” p. 1261




   “My Papa’s Waltz,” p, 968



Revisit “A & P” and “Bartleby the Scrivener” from the first essay,


Work is a rich area for discussion and analysis.  It can be one of the greatest satisfactions of life, or one of its greatest burdens, and is often both.  Your could write a personal or impersonal paper on many topics, such as:
· Analyze the particular pleasures of some a kind of work you enjoy doing.  For instance, I like teaching and could explain why in several pages.  You may love being a nurse, or gardening, or programming computers—explain why.  Read research about the work area you are focusing on: research about job satisfaction or stresses in nursing, or the therapeutic effects of gardening, or the challenges in the computer industry.  Combine that with your own personal experiences.

· Alternatively, analyze a bad job you have had and why it was bad.  Is it the nature of the industry as a whole (are all fast food jobs bad, as the phrase McJob suggests?)?  Was it the specifics of your job—a particularly feckless manager, or a company that did not care about working conditions?  Again, combine research and personal experience.

· Write about any of several big social issues related to work: teenagers and work, minimum wage, illegal immigrants and work, the Occupy Wall Street movement, the current work challenges and opportunities for recent college graduates, etc.   

4.  As a final offer, you can go outside these topics if you wish and focus on any other sections or readings in the textbook that you wish to use.


As you can see, these are very different kinds of topics and readings.  Take a look at a bunch of readings and think about what kind of topic you could choose for yourself.  
The actual topic:

Analyze and argue a personal or social issue on a topic of your choice that relates to a reading in our textbook. Refer to and document at least three sources, including at least one from our text.  

Format: 
Length: 5-8+ pages.  



Sources:  5+



Double-spaced.  12-point type.  



Titled.  Name, EN 102, and date in upper right corner. 

