







SUMMARY OF VAN DER HAAK, B., PARKS, M. & CASTELS, M. (2012)
ON THE FUTURE OF JOURNALISM: NETWORKED JOURNALISM 
This study argues that in the digital environment, journalism profession seems to be more alive than ever, believing that current technological developments may provide a way toward better and more independent journalism. Today, new technology is redefining journalism through new ways of information production and distribution. In fact, on daily basis, new facts are unearthed, more audience feedback (more interactive sessions), more voices are heard, different perspective in the presentation of news, close regular watch of people in power and many people have become more active by engaging in the sharing of information about changes in the world. 
Traditional media no longer enjoy the one-broad audience as they used to do back in the days; media is more fragmented, calling for the customization of content for niche audiences. This study ignored the survival of traditional business models of journalism and looked at the continued and improved performance of journalism in the public interest. Modern journalism must tell factual news about the real world through text, audio, and visual stories that audiences can relate to, share and appropriate.
According to this study networked journalism is a diffused capacity to record information, share it, and distribute it. Various journalism professional networks and citizens are collaborating, corroborating, correcting and sieving the story that will be told. 
The study found out that crowd sourcing extends beyond citizen journalism and covers a wide range of practices such as collective intelligence to gather and check information, tell stories and make choices in news production. While user generated content refers to materials provided by members of the public to a news organization in terms of photographs, video, textual comments and many more. 
This study argues that the culture and technology of internet will guarantee journalism independence because it is difficult for the governments and corporations to enforce censorship in the digital network era. Information circulates in global internet networks, open to the public making it difficult to censor. 
The scope of journalism broadens as sources of information diversify as citizen journalists contribute in reports, images, information and opinions. There will also be multiplicity of stories rather than imposing of the official story excluding others. 
Since individual journalists are not necessarily well equipped to perform each of the three key tasks of traditional journalism in unity, a networked journalism can optimize resources and generate synergy and new creativity will come up from sharing. 
This study concludes by saying that: 
The networked journalism of the digital age is not a threat to the independence and quality of professional journalism, but liberation from strict corporate control. It is an opportunity for journalists to each excel in a unique way, and for society to benefit, both from an endless expansion of information, and from meaningful interpretation of this information in a world characterized by informed bewilderment.








