Running head: READING EXERCISES

1

READING EXERCISES 

2

Reading Exercises

Student’s Name

Lecturer’s Name

Course Code & Name

Date of Submission

CHAPTER ONE

Solution to Problem 10
Premise: Although boycotting is not often considered a violent act, it can have an adverse impact on the economy and several individuals.


Conclusion: It is essential to he boycott weapon ought to be used sparingly to avoid causing any harm to bystanders.
Solution to Problem 11
Premise: In the past, ethnic cleansing was viewed as a legitimate tool of foreign policy.

Conclusion: Multicultural empires crumbled and nationalism drove the formation of new, ethnically homogenous countries

Solution to Problem 12
Premise: If a jury is sufficiently unhappy with the government's case or the government's conduct, it can just refuse to convict.


Conclusion: For this reason, a jury is one of the most important protections of democracy.


Solution to Problem 13

Premise: Without forests, orangutans cannot survive.

Conclusion: Their only habitat is formed by the tropical rainforests of Borneo and Sumatra.


Solution to Problem 14

Premise: Omniscience and omnipotence are mutually incompatible.

Conclusion: But that means He can’t change His mind about His intervention, which means He is not omnipotent.

Solution to Problem 15
Premise: Reason is the most significant enemy that faith has


Conclusion: But more frequently than not struggles against the divine Word, treating with contempt all that emanates from God.

EXPLANATIONS AND ARGUMENTS

Solution to problem 15
The passage is an argument. What is being argued is the fact that the Treasury Department failed to offer currencies that is readily cognizable by both the blind and the visually impaired people by the Rehabilitation Act. It also highlights how the provisions of the rights of the visually impaired persons have been violated in light of the stipulations. An individual may interpret the passage as an explanation of the rationale for the discrimination of visually impaired individuals.

Solution to problem 16
The passage is an argument. The writer claims that not all the right activities assure moral goodness across various events. The premise is that despite rightness, it is evident that it may not guarantee good ethics among individuals. The passage further highlights that, although an action may be perceived as right, the intention always matters. Another person may also pose the section as an interpretation whose rationale on the right is only determined by the outcome. As such, the conclusion would assert that not all right actions result in good. 


Solution to problem 17
The passage is an explanation. It explains that man never invented any mathematical models, circles, and laws of physics. The reason lies in the fact that man only discovered them through the human potential and their abilities. The passage provides an acknowledgment of God as the overall Supreme Being who endeavors to enhance the human mind for discovery. The explanation concludes by ensuring that God as the whole can never be countered.


Solution to problem 18
The passage is an explanation. It endeavors to explain the origin of the celebratory rituals across the society. The passage also describes how the human relationships relate to the holidays and their foundation of the human race. The writer provides a personal experience of how they join others in the celebrations despite their religious differences. On the other hand, an individual may look at the passage as an argument for the rationale of holidays and festivals in humanity. As an interpretation, all the previous sentences before the personal experience are premises.

Solution to problem 19
The passage is an argument. Its premise highlights that all ethnic movements are two-edged swords. The passage’s conclusion is the basis that individuals may begin kindly but when their egos are manipulated or injured, they may end up harming other individuals as illustrated through the German history.

Solution to problem 20
The passage is an explanation. It explains that not all those who are happy may seem to adore their situation. The illustration provides an insight into two individuals, a peasant and a philosopher, and their satisfaction that may not make them happy. The passage further goes on by highlighting the essential elements of happiness which form part of the premise. 


CONSTRUCTING DEDUCTIVE ARGUMENT
1. A valid argument with one true premise, one false premise, and a false conclusion
All men wear trousers.

Young boys wear trousers.

All humans wear trousers.

Therefore, all those who put on trousers are male.

2. A valid argument with one true premise, one false premise, and a true conclusion

All snakes are reptiles.

Snakes have limbs.

Reptiles have hair on their body.

Therefore, most reptiles live in water. 

3. An invalid argument with two true premises and a false conclusion

All men are authors.

Most authors have a good sense of language command.

Authors often understand the context of their readers.

Therefore, authors are highly regarded scholars from renowned learning institutions.

4. An invalid argument with two true premises and a true conclusion

If I were the president of the nation, I would own vast parcels of land.


I am not the president of the nation.

The president cannot own vast tracts of land at the expense of the squatter citizens.


Therefore, I am do not own large parcels of land.

5. A valid argument with two false premises and a true conclusion

All living things reproduce.

Plants as living things give birth to young ones.

All living things can move at different points.


Therefore, all living creatures reproduce to live young ones while enhancing locomotion through their body parts.

6. An invalid argument with two false premises and a true conclusion

Animals have flight structures.

Reptiles have flight structures.

Pisces have wings.

Thus, reptiles and Pisces are animals. 

7. An invalid argument with one true premise, one false premise, and a true conclusion

All animals have wings.

Birds have wings.

Reptiles live in the lakes.

Therefore, birds have wings to fly.


8. A valid argument with two true premises and a true conclusion

All animals reproduce.

Mammals reproduce.

Pisces reproduce.

Therefore, all animals reproduce to live young ones.

CHAPTER TWO
PARAPHRASING
Solution to Problem 1

The Detroit Pistons despite being an all-round team lost because it is the nature of teams when they reach their peaks. Although they would often win most of their matches, they would often lose a third game which in the instance was their NBA finals of 2005? Having won two games in a row while Spurs had not beaten the Pistons twice, it was evident that the Pistons were destined to lose the match.


Solution to problem 2

Many graduates cannot express themselves through written prose with the universities to be blamed for the rising trend. Instead, the schools have sought to teach them literary theories have failed to impact on their writing potentials.


Solution to Problem 3

In many countries which comprise of many races, individuals tend to exhibit social divisions compared to nations with a single sizeable similar racial group. Citizens in racially diverse states often tend to be conservative against other races thereby limiting the extent of social support that may be offered in assisting low-level individuals. 


Solution to Problem 4

Although Orlando Patterson claims that freedom comes naturally across the human interaction, it is evident that not everyone can experience the freedom. Through the various government regimes, individuals are oppressed over time thereby delimiting their extent of the freedoms they enjoy.
Solution to Problem 5

According to the New York Times report on 30th May 2000, one respondent highlighted that in the coming days, it would not be possible for the scientists to signal back their findings from their discoveries. The reader highlights the failure of the scientists to relay the information to the current generation on time thereby denoting their limited capability to enhance their progress.

Diagram of each passage

Solution
5. The distinguished economist J. K. Galbraith long fought to expose and improve a society exhibiting [image: image1.png]


 “private opulence and public squalor.” In his classic work, The Affluent Society (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1960), he argued as follows: (Copi, 2011)
[image: image2.png]


Vacuum cleaners to ensure clean houses are praiseworthy and essential to our standard of living. [image: image3.png]


Street cleaners to insure clean streets are an unfortunate expense. [image: image4.png]


 Partly as a result, our apartments are clean and our streets filthy (Copi, 2011).
Solution
6. Defending the adoption of the euro in place of the pound as the monetary unit of the United Kingdom, Prime Minister Tony Blair said this: [image: image5.png]


 “The argument is simple (Copi, 2011). [image: image6.png]


 We are part of Europe (Copi, 2011). It seriously impacts on us. [image: image7.png]


Therefore we should exercise leadership to change Europe in the direction we want." (Copi, 2011)


—Reported by Alan Cowell in the the New York Times, 9 December 2001
Solution

7. [image: image8.png]


 California's "three strikes and you're out" law was enacted ten years ago this month (March 2004) (Copi, 2011). [image: image9.png]


Between 1994 and 2002, California’s prison population grew by 34,724, while that of New York, a state without a “three strikes” law, and grew by 315 (Copi, 2011). [image: image10.png]


During that period New York's violent crime rate dropped 20 percent more than California's (Copi, 2011). [image: image11.png]


 No better example exists of how the drop in crime cannot be attributed to draconian laws with catchy names (Copi, 2011).

—Vincent Schiraldi, “Punitive Crime Laws,” The New York Times, 19 March 2004 (Copi, 2011)
Solution

8.  [image: image12.png]


No one means all he says, and [image: image13.png]


yet very few say all they mean, [image: image14.png]


for words, are slippery, and thought is viscous (Copi, 2011).


—Henry Adams, the Education of Henry Adams (1907)

Solution

9.  [image: image15.png]


The first impression becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy: [image: image16.png]


we hear what we expect to hear (Copi, 2011). [image: image17.png]


The interview is hopelessly biased in favor of the nice (Copi, 2011).

—Malcolm Gladwell, “The New-Boy Network,” The New Yorker, 29 May 2000

Solution

10.  [image: image18.png]


No government can ever guarantee that the small investor has an equal chance of winning (Copi, 2011). [image: image19.png]


It is beyond dishonest to pretend that rules can be written to prevent future financial scandals (Copi, 2011). [image: image20.png]


No set of regulations can ensure fairness and transparency in the [securities] markets (Copi, 2011).


—Lester Thurow, “Government Can’t Make the Market Fair,” The New York Times, 23 July 2002 (Copi, 2011)
DIAGRAM REPRESENTATION OF PASSAGES
Solution
1.  According to (Copi, 2011), a question arises: [image: image21.png]


whether it be better [for a prince] to be loved than feared or feared than loved? One should wish to be both, but, because it is difficult to unite them in one person, [image: image22.png]


it is much safer to be feared than loved, when, of the two, one must be dispensed (Copi, 2011). Because this is to be asserted in general of men, that they are ungrateful, fickle, false, cowards, covetous…. (Copi, 2011) and that prince who, relying entirely on their promises, has neglected other precautions, is ruined, because friendships that are obtained by payments may indeed be earned but they are not secured, and in time of need cannot be relied upon (Copi, 2011). [image: image23.png]


Men have less scruple in offending one who is beloved than one who is feared, for love is preserved by the link of obligation which, owing to the baseness of men, is broken at every opportunity for their advantage; [image: image24.png]


but fear keeps you by a dread of punishment which never fails (Copi, 2011).


—Niccolo Machiavelli, The Prince, 1515
Solution

2.  [image: image25.png]


Democratic laws tend to promote the welfare of the most significant possible number (Copi, 2011); [image: image26.png]


for they emanate from the majority of the citizens, who are subject to error, but who cannot have an interest opposed to their advantage (Copi, 2011). The laws of an aristocracy tend, on the contrary, [image: image27.png]


to concentrate wealth and power in the hands of the minority; because of an aristocracy, by its very nature, constitutes a minority (Copi, 2011). It may, therefore, be asserted, as a general proposition, that [image: image28.png]


the purpose of democracy in its legislation is more useful to humanity than that of an aristocracy (Copi, 2011).


—Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, 183

THREE PRISONERS IN JAIL
In deciding on the type of hat he was wearing, the blind person took note of the earlier responses of both the average vision person and the one-eyed man. On realizing that the two individuals had made the wrong guesses in their previous choices, the blind person resorted to a convincing alternative away from that of the two respondents. Additionally, since the two earlier prisoners had chosen from the variety of the two available color choices, the blind man decided to pick the other color cap that was left. From his hearing ability, he was able to choose on the remaining color hat not selected by the two earlier prisoners with whom they were to make choices within the room. Further, the prisoner used their conscience and intuition to guide them into making the right choice for their relief from the jailor's hook. Since the blind man had no other decision to choose, his hearing capacity enabled him to make the right probabilistic guess of the right choice of hat he was wearing.
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