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Contemporary political issues
	In today’s world, politics is the cornerstone that defines civilization and what either makes or breaks nations. The dynamic nature of politics is what makes it such an intriguing topic in social circles. In fact, the political scene today is not what it may have been a decade ago (Kymlicka, 4). Indeed several key issues are associated with the political stance of a government and a country in general. It is these issues that are fundamental in determining good governance and leaders. One of the most important issues as far as contemporary politics is concerned and which continues to be a problem that has stood the test of time is corruption. It is hence vital that corruption in the political scene is first understood if a permanent solution to the vice is going to be found. 
    	Corruption can be defined as the abuse of resources or dishonest conduct committed by those in power. Although currently some laws and measures have been put in place to deal with this issue, doing away with corruption still eludes most civilizations to this date. The problem is more common in authoritarian regimes as well as developing nations. That said, developed countries and those that boast of a democratic form of government are not spared either. The issue is so entrenched in most states that millions of people all the world continue to live in abject poverty as a direct result of corruption.
    	One of the countries that continue to be negatively affected by a corrupt political system is Mexico. In the North American state, corruption transcends virtually all levels of the government with the vice being more common in lower levels such as the police force (Morris, XV). This goes a long way in disapproving the general notion that nations with a developed system of governance are spared.   In Mexico for instance, corruption takes many forms including bribery, extortion, fraud, nepotism, extra-judicial killings among other grime criminal acts. The reason this has become an issue that needs critical scrutiny and remedy is the fact that most of these acts are committed by those who are supposed to be trusted to protect, serve and look after the interests of ordinary citizens.
    	The intensity of corruption in Mexico is widely acknowledged outside and within its borders (Morris, XVIII). In fact, Mexican history is characterized by numerous campaigns to try and stem out the vice that continues to cost the nation millions of taxpayer resources. Regime after regime has been seeking to tackle the vice with little success. A classic example that shows how deeply rooted the problem is in Mexican societies is the “mordida” which refers to small cash bribes offered to police in exchange for overlooking traffic violations (Morris, XV). 
    	An age old question that can help in the tackling of corruption is what actually causes the vice. To be able to fight this problem, it is important to answer this question, and the truth is simple and straightforward. The most common among factors that go hand in hand with corruption is poverty and poor pay to those in power positions such as the police force. It is almost impossible to resist the temptation of accepting cash in exchange for favors if the salary of an officer is meager. The solution to this issue is allocating more resources to the affected people in a bid to ensure that they are comfortable with their jobs hence resisting the inherent urge to be dishonest in their official dealings.
    	Corruption is also coupled with political ideologies. As pointed out earlier the vice tends to be common in authoritarian regimes. This is because such forms of government are characterized by oppression of ordinary citizens thus paving the way for leaders and authority figures to indulge in sheer abuse of power. Transparency is also veiled therefore providing a shield behind which these corrupt figures can hide. 
    	The remedy to corruption and abuse of power in political settings is complicated and requires a systemic approach. For one, the masses and ordinary citizens who are responsible for putting these individuals in authority should be educated on which leaders are the best place to serve them with integrity. There also needs to be willingness from all concerned parties to help eradicate this problem. For instance, it is the duty of citizens to refuse to offer bribes just as it is the duty of those in power to refuse to accept these bribes. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]    	In as far as tackling the issue from a political approach, leaders should initiate awareness campaigns to create exposure. Legislators should also introduce severe penalties for those caught in indulging in the act. An example where this has been proven to work is the United States (Scott, 63). Since the vice is more predominant in power circles and politicians, in general, it is up to the people to choose leaders who look after their interests rather than take part in abusing power bestowed upon them. 
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