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The Football Dilemma
Whereas sports are thrilling to watch, especially to fans, it may be necessary for the fans to abandon their support for extreme sports. This statement is based on the observation that fans suffer substantial costs in their pursuit of supporting their favorite teams. In addition to the financial costs in terms of tickets, some of the games are highly violent leading to injuries and even death. Golinkin gives an example of Caleb Moore, a 25-year-old man from Texas, who died after sustaining injuries while participating in snowmobiling. Moore’s snowmobile crashed and hit his head after a trick when horribly wrong while performing at the Snowmobile Freestyle competition at Aspen’s Winter X Games. Moore’s head injuries were severe that they led to his eventual death, which was also the first death to occur in the history of the X Games that were started in 1995. 
In addition to deaths, there are also chances that some of these sports are leading to prolonged, life-threatening conditions. Players are suffering concussions as they engage in football thus risking the future lives of these participants (Burleigh). Having to deal with skull and brain injuries can be life threatening in addition to broken limbs. 
However, opposition is anticipated regarding the issue. It is probable that those opposing the idea may argue that the thrill provided by these sports outweighs the pain inflicted during play. Additionally, it is possible for those in opposition to the idea to claim that the number of deaths compared to the number of players that do not experience injuries is minimal. Flynn asserts that the number of fatalities associated with football has dramatically reduced over the last fifty years. Moreover, it can also be argued by the opposing side that professional football players have shown reduced cancer and heart disease rates (Flynn). Therefore, it is easy to argue that participating in professional football as a player is beneficial to a person’s health because of the probability of having reduced heart ailments and cancer. Furthermore, it can also be argued by those opposing the idea that dangerous games are not as dangerous as they are broadcast to be because parents are involved. For example, (Burleigh) asserts that parents have supported their children while they participated in critical games, and in situations where the parents are okay with the situation; then it can be assumed that the sports do not deserve abandoning. 
However, this opposition can be countered with the statement that sports do not have to be extreme to thrill. Sports do not have to thrill when the players are unconscious or when their eyes have rolled back in the sockets. Burleigh affirms that players have been carried out of the field with their eyes rolled back in the sockets. Furthermore, it can be observed that a great percentage of fans that are not happy with the intensity of violence in some of these sports. For example, in a survey conducted at New York University regarding the appropriateness of banning college football, 53 percent of the University audience was in support of the ban. 
In conclusion, it can be observed that some sporting activities such as college football are tactical and have resulted in concussions and deaths. Regardless of the observation that there are health benefits associated with professional football, the types of injuries involved can be fatal. Furthermore, the observation that the majority of the audience in a survey supported a ban on college football indicates that there is a magnitude of people that are not thrilled by the violent nature of football.  
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