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Mary McLeod Bethune
Mary McLeod Bethune, one of the greatest black Americans, was credited with helping to bring higher education to African-American females. Mary McLeod was a mentor, activist, and also worked as commander of the National Association of Colored Women. She was also involved in the formation of National Council of Negro Women.
McLeod was born on July 10th 1875, in a town known as Mayesville, South Carolina. Being a child of previous slaves, Bethune was raised in scarcity, as one of the many progenies born to her parents. All the family members would work and toil in the fields, picking cotton, in order to make a living. When a minister school was established nearby for the African American children, Bethune was the only one in her family who would go to school (Bethune, Mary Jane McLeod). She walked to school each morning and in the evening tried to teach the knowledge she had learned to her family. Mary worked hard in school and was later awarded a studentship to the Scotia Seminary, a girl’s college in Concord, North Carolina. Once she had graduated from the academy in 1893, Bethune joined the Dwight Moody’s Association to further her studies. She completed her studies after two years, and being a principal educator and civilian rights activist, she returned home where she initiated her profession as a teacher.
 	Bethune was married to a colleague teacher, Albertus Bethune in 1898, and had a son, but later ended their matrimony in 1907. With the belief that education was vital to racial innovation, McLeod, in 1904, established the Daytona Normal and Industrial Institute for Negro Girls, in Florida. She began with very few students, but as time elapsed, the school developed thus gaining 250 more students. Bethune served as the president of the institute and continued being its front-runner even after it teamed up with Cookman Society for Men to create the Bethune-Cookman Institution (Hornsby, Alton). The college was essential for the African Americans since they were able to pursue various degrees in the college. 
Additionally to her work, Bethune contributed a lot to the American civilization at large. For several years, she functioned as the head of Florida division of the National Association of Colored Women (NACW) then was later crowned the organization’s national leader (Jean-Marie, Gaetane). Her education also led to participation in government service as she was called upon by several presidents to lend her expertise. Bethune took part in a conference on child welfare, worked on Contract on household construction and proprietorship and later selected to a commission on children well-being.
During the reign of President Roosevelt, Bethune was given significant roles in the public service as she became the president’s special advisor on the minority affairs. She was also a reliable associate and mentor to the commander in chief and his spouse, Mrs. Roosevelt. Moreover, during that year, Mary formed her individual civic rights company, the National Council of Negro Women (NCNW), which symbolized various assemblies operating on serious matters for the Black –American women. This led to her the nomination as an administrator of the partition of Negro Affairs of the general youth management. Therefore, this led to achievement of her main goal which was to ensure that the young generations found job opportunities. 
Mary McLeod Bethune spent nearly all her life dedicated to social causes since she joined the public service. She aided in representing the NACW team at the forum involving the formation of the United Nations alongside the W.E.B. DuBois. She was also chosen as a formal ambassador to a presidential induction in Liberia, during the early 1950s, by President Harry Truman. After retirement, Bethune returned to Florida where she died on May 1955. Bethune is recalled for her continuous efforts to improve the human rights of both African Americans and women. In McLeod’s life and legacy, she advised people to desire to get educated since she believed that knowledge was the way out of misery. From the time when she passed on, McLeod has been acknowledged in several ways including renaming the headquarters of NCNW in her name. Bethune was a great spearhead, one of the best Florida ever had, long live Bethune’s legacy.
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