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	Contemporary Realities and Rights
The invasion of Australia by the Europeans caused cruel and devastating consequences for Aboriginal peoples. For instance, they were disowned of their land, introduced to new illnesses and involved in violent clashes. The dispossession of the land by the Europeans led to disruption of settlements among Indigenous Australian people resulting into housing issues and family disintegration crisis which persists up to date. 
Notably, the housing patterns of indigenous Australian people were significantly determined by their connection to the land and community. After their land was grabbed, aboriginal people were forced to gather around cattle stations, mining settlements and fringe camps, in such of employment. This disruption caused a housing issue which has persisted up to date, being characterized by congestion and lack of amenities (Bailie and Wayte, 2006).
	 Overcrowding and low living standards are the major consequences of poor housing for the indigenous Australian people. For instance, a 2005 report by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) showed that, the population in community households was more, with an aggregate of 4.7 individuals unlike the 3.4 individuals for Indigenous home owners. Also, in 2002, ABS found that, 6% of Indigenous households were overcrowded. In inaccessible areas, approximately 20% of households were congested compared to about 4% in accessible areas (ABS). Unbelievably, the number of people per house has been found to be as high as thirty three. This kind of congestion has put a strain to the household and social amenities leading to poor standards of living. This has in turn contributed to health issues. In addition, these houses are of inferior quality as compared to those occupied by non indigenous people, and they pose a health hazard to the families living in them (Bailie and Wayte, 2006).  Over the years, several programs and policies have been put in place in the course of seeking a solution to the housing issue.
	The initial program that was set in place was the 1950’s program dabbed ‘transitional housing’. The program was executed in three stages. First, indigenous Australian people were provided with simple dwellings without amenities. Second, they were provided with a similar dwelling but with basic amenities. Lastly, they were shifted to a house with all facilities. For it to be moved from one phase to the other, a family of aboriginal people had to prove that it could live like a non indigenous family. As Chesterman and Galligan argue, the condition only proved that the Europeans were not actually trying to solve the housing issue, but were using the program to assimilate aboriginal people into their society (1997). Second, was the Commonwealth State Housing Agreements (CSHAs) policy, that promoted government funding to provide rent for aboriginal people. Next was the Aboriginal Housing Association which was not only involved in funding for rent, but catering for the overall welfare of the tenants. The Strategic Indigenous Housing and Infrastructure Program of 2010 was the most current progress. It aimed at building and renovating houses in the indigenous communities. Ironically, although the indigenous Australian people have a right to appropriate and affordable housing, their current housing state is still characterized by overcrowding, house stocking and in need of repair (Chesterman and Galligan, 1997). Although many policies have been put in place to solve these issues, they seem to lack fragmentation and stability which needed to solve the housing problem.
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