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Grade FD, for Failure, Dishonesty

The new grade-FD, failure for academic dishonesty, is one of the most important and extensive changes that have lately been approved by multiple universities as well as colleges across the world. It was established as a means to reinforce the policies of most institutions following the academic dishonesty and misconduct that was rampant amongst students in schools. The policy aims at creating a fair, steady, and effective program across all institutions. Moreover, it is designed to cope with the new technologies and advanced cheating methods so as to promote academic integrity. Therefore, most universities and colleges have incorporated this new policy in their programs to ensure academic integrity, eliminate dishonesty and misconduct in learning and, thus, promote quality education.

The FD grading is a necessary system of education as it helps curb all types of academic dishonesty. There are plenty methods of cheating experienced in schools. Plagiarism, cheating and stealing in examinations, assignments as well as projects are common types of academic dishonesty. Additionally, engaging in disruptive behavior, destruction of property, fraud, and violation of the school’s policies are also classified as misconduct that can lead to severe consequences such as suspension or dismissal once a student is caught.

Students believe that transcripts help define them based on their performance and promote future success. For this reason, the fear of having an FD grade indicated on the transcript will reduce cheating among students and, thus, enhance integrity in learning. The tutors also get to differentiate the top performers from the slow learners and, therefore, assist them accordingly in improving performance. Furthermore, the FD grading system is essential for the promotion of creativity, innovation as well as originality amongst the scholars. Without cheating, students develop new ideas, which can be integrated into the system to promote growth.


Conclusively, although the FD grading may lead to academic failure barring career success, the policy is necessary for shaping the students' conduct and behaviors. Hence, the scholars should learn to be cautious and original in their works to promote active learning. However, the lecturers should ensure that they define the different forms of academic dishonesty to prevent students from engaging in inadvertent activities that could lead to accusations. Therefore, the policy is necessary for promotion of academic integrity, thus, improving the entire education system. 


