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Theology Discussion Board
The blessing and works of God in our lives are as a result of our union with Christ. Before Christ was crucified and raised from the dead, ordinary men were the messengers of God or prophets. However, this changed once Christ died for our sins, and when God chooses to bless us spiritually, it is because of the union with Christ. The union with Christ is thus a spiritual reality whereby believers connect with God in a manner that what is true to him also becomes true of them (Kybes, 2007). When Christ died he died with the Christian or believer, was resurrected with the Christian, and ascended to heaven with the Christian. This means that the coming of Christ and the events that followed developed a spiritual relationship between Christ and Christians where Christ is regarded as the representative to God’s glory. It is the same as a king and his followers who declare allegiance to him as their representative (Kybes, 2007). Union with Christ is therefore the dominant truth of the entire doctrine of salvation. To be chosen by God, one must submit to Christ, where they are joined becoming his own flesh and blood. This means that one cannot seek salvation without trusting and believing in Jesus Christ. Salvation is a gift from God, but comes with a condition of serving God through Jesus Christ (Kybes, 2007). Christ is a justification for salvation since one cannot get the benefits of Christ as the son of God without being in union with Christ. The same case applies to forgiveness and righteousness that are all constituted in the union with Christ. This is also used in the church that has to have a union with Christ to be a church. Salvation cannot exist outside church and cannot exist if not for the union with Christ. 
Reply: Manqi Luo
The description offered illustrates a spiritual association that is the true pathway for spiritual freedom. Union with Christ is described as the process by which man was saved through the blood of Jesus Christ. The description is well described Ephesians 1: 7 that says Christians have redemption through his blood, forgiveness of sins, based on the riches of our Lord’s grace.  This verse illustrates the truth about salvation, which is that the blood shed by Christ ensured forgiveness for man. As such one can only seek salvation through Christ as he shed blood for the sins of man to be forgiven. Man can only get salvation by being with Christ in the spiritual relationship or harmony. 
Reply: Kurt Oswalt
The student describes union with Christ as the basis of salvation through justification, sanctification, and adoption. God offers his grace to mankind through Christ that man can avoid the punishment of sin through salvation. 1 Corinthians 1:30 best describes the definition of union with Christ. In this verse, mankind derives righteousness, redemption, and holiness from Christ. This means being in his flesh and blood as Jesus Christ. After man sinned against God in the Garden of Eden, he was separated from God, but only after the death of Christ that this spiritual connection is re-established. Therefore, it is only through Jesus Christ that God can offer use salvation through his grace. Overall, the description captures the ultimate truth of salvation where we are justified, sanctified, and adopted through Christ’s flesh and blood or simply the union with Christ. 
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