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How water shortage is a threat to the world
Over 70% of our planet is covered by water and many would be led to think that it is more than enough for the world. Nonetheless, recent years has seen the commodity become increasingly rare. Out of the 70%, only 3% is fresh water and two-thirds is only available near the North Pole and South Pole as glacier is frozen and may therefore not be available for use, which implies that the water systems have been stressed (Egendorf 10). Therefore close to 1.1 billion of the people across the world do not have access to water. In addition, there is another 2.7 billion that experience water scarcity for one month in a year. Moreover, close to 2.4 billion people lack access to proper sanitation and are thereby exposed to diseases such as typhoid fever, cholera and other water-borne diseases (Egendorf 11). As a result of the water scarcity, close to two million people children each year from diarrhea diseases. This study will analyze how and why water shortage is the most severe threat that is faced by the world today since it poses a huge threat to not only the food security, energy sufficiency  and also the economic growth and development of many countries around the world.
Food shortage
It is a palpable fact that we cannot survive without food and bearing in mind that water systems are the basis through which the ecosystems thrive and causes food to grow, water scarcity would therefore pose a significant danger to life since there were be no food. Recent years have also seen a significant increase in the world’s population which is expected to hit the 10 billion mark by 2050 and coupled with the decreasing water resources, the scarcity of water will make the production of food that can support the increasing production, difficult (Spilsbury 18).  
The United Nations espoused that if the production of food is not increased by 60% by 2050, there will be an increase in the social unrest, terrorism, political turmoil and civil war (Spilsbury 21). Agriculture is one of the main drivers of the economy and this is largely driven by the fact that it is the basis through which life exists. In order to support agriculture, it is important to have enough water across the globe and insufficiency will therefore impede and affect the ability of the world to feed the world. It is imperative to promote water conservation in order to increase the sustainability.
Energy shortages
The requirements for water in the production of energy are increasing rapidly as a result of the population growth and modernization. Cognizant of this fact, it is apparent that for sufficient production of energy, enough amount of water will therefore be required. In the United States for instance, thermo electric power plants account for close to 40% of all withdrawals done on freshwaters (Grafton and Hussey 45)
 The global demand for electricity in expected to grow by over 70% by the year 2035 and this therefore implies that the demand for fresh water is expected to increase as well (Harris, Goldin and Sneddon 45). The world cannot run effectively without sufficient energy as it is the key driver of many sectors of the economy. 
Water shortages may therefore lead to a decline in the energy production and therefore stalling many sectors of the economy from running effectively. A decline in the energy production would be detrimental for many critical areas such as health and education, which heavily rely on energy and would therefore consequently negatively affect the lives of many people as a result. It is therefore crucial to consider alternative sources of energy that rely on water as a long term solution to avert the aforementioned problems.
Slowdown of the economy
It is virtually impossible to have a thriving economy if the people do not have access to clean water. Water is critical and on a large scale, indispensable in farming, individual use and also in industrial use (Xu 34).  Bearing in mind that more than 1 billion people lack access to clean or fresh water, close to half of the world’s population is therefore vulnerable since it may be exposed to water-borne illnesses and thereby limiting their economic opportunities and also the educational opportunities. 
Coupled with the increasing population, it will almost difficult for many governments around the world to run their economies since the population will be endangered and thereby making it difficult for run major sectors of the economy (Grafton and Hussey 50). A majority of the critical things that are existent in many economies today such as food, machinery and clothing heavily rely on water and the lack of water imply that it would virtually be impossible to use such things. 
The productivity of workers can also be hampered since water shortage may trigger illnesses, rendering many people unproductive. In addition, water costs would also increase and therefore reducing the amount of disposable income. This would therefore increase the level of poverty and consequently make it impossible for governments to thrive.
In conclusion, this study affirms why water shortage is indeed one of the greatest threats to the world today. Water is critical to the existence of life and any shortages would therefore hamper or put the life of many people at risk. The fact that we cannot survive without food is the greatest factor that reveals why water is critical to our daily survival. In addition, the study avowed that water shortages would trigger food shortages, energy shortages and finally lead to an economic breakdown. Water shortages may also lead to poverty and further lead to the increase in insecurity since prices of water would increase and become inaccessible, forcing many people to indulge into negative activities in order to access the vital product. Water is therefore an indispensable part of the world and critical to its very existence, government should therefore look for alternative ways of harnessing water and further consider renewable sources of energy in order to reduce on the dependence of water for energy production. This is one of the most effective ways of reducing on the water shortage and consequently ensuring that there is enough water that is available to support the increasing populations.  
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