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Muslim Extremist Affecting women and children
Religious extremism is spreading all over the Middle East and in particular countries in North Africa and other countries that have a high Muslim population. The rise of extremists have largely been triggered by recent political transitions, conflicts in those regions and power vacuums, all of which have created loopholes that have been exploited by particular individuals with funding from states and also wealthy individuals in the region of Persian gulf (Silke 11). This study will analyze how these Muslim extremists have affected women and children in these regions.
Women are largely affected by the extremists groups since they are targeted both directly and deliberately in ways that are both avert and subtle. The extremists have established a force that mainly aims at restricting the rights of women. In addition, the extremist groups are also forcing women to participate in both the political and civil activities. Moreover, after the emergence of extremists groups such as ISIS, Al Qaeda, Taliban and Hezbollah, more women experience physical insecurity as espoused by Cloninger and Leibo (12).
 In addition, sexual assaults and harassments have also increased in public places and thereby infringing on the rights of the women. Children are also being targeted by the extremist groups and this has seen an increase in the number of religious schools that are used by extremist groups to advance their religious propaganda and orders.
Extremists groups are mainly characterized by an excessive targeting of women despite most of these women playing a critical role both as activists and protestors in the infamous Arab spring (Silke 13). The political transitions that ensued were characterized by properly organized campaigns, which were both violent and intolerant. Women in these countries are now finding it hard to make ends meet, participate in civil life and protect their families from war.
Women and children are generally considered weak by the society and during times of war, a majority of men leave their homes to engage in war and thereby leaving the women and children vulnerable (Cloninger and Leibo 16). Women are therefore exposed to attacks and hunger since they do not have the ability to look for food and protect their families during times of war, compared to men.
As opposed to the war-torn countries, women in countries that are better or moderate such as Turkey and Lebanon for instance, do not suffer from the same harassment since there is democracy in such countries (Cloninger and Leibo 18). There is free speech in both countries and a majority of the citizens support the principle of gender equality. 
Majority of the people in both countries also do not support extremists groups such as Taliban or Al Qaeda. The support for these groups is less than 9% (Saul 15). The women have been provided with an equal opportunity in the workplace and thereby making it possible for many to support their families, which implies that both women and children are not as vulnerable as those in countries such as Syria and Afghanistan.
In conclusion, it is evident that both women and children are suffering at the hands of extremists groups such as ISIS, Taliban and Al Qaeda. Despite the evident fact that majority of women were highly involved in the protests during the Arab spring, the political transitions only led to unprecedented and forcefully harassment and torture against both women and children. Muslim countries that are stable politically do not however experience the same since there is a general acceptance of gender equality and free speech. 
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