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1984 by George Orwell
[bookmark: _GoBack]1984 is a dystopian novel written by George Orwell in 1949. In 1984, George describes a world of everlasting war, where the tyrannous government uses advanced technologies (surveillance) and media manipulation to govern the citizens of the state. Orwell illustrates the life of Winston Smith, a rebel, who lives in London, a part of Oceania. The government of Oceania, often known as Big Brother, is a very powerful and mysterious elite. It uses cameras and listening devices for constant surveillance of all its citizens (Orwell, George). Moreover, there is a secret police force devoted to making reports to the necessary authorities about the public’s rebellious thoughts and overall misconduct. The English language is also being replaced with the language of Newspeak in order to gain absolute power over the subjects. In the novel, George portrays how the oppressive governments use politics, media manipulation and advanced technologies to administer their rule upon people.
The government uses its political power to oppress the citizens in order to increase and sustain its power. In this state, the Oceania government has absolute power and monitors and controls every aspect of human living such that any disloyal thought is termed to be against the law (Orwell, George). The people are psychologically manipulated into believing that the Big Brother is watching their every move. The government also undermines the family structure through inducing children to become Junior Spies and spy and report an instance of disloyalty to the government.  However, Winston Smith, who works at the Ministry of Truth, sets out to challenge the limits of the government’s power. Nonetheless, he is caught together with Julia and locked up. He is then oppressed by being put in a room full of rats. This reveals the government’s oppressive rule and manipulation of its subjects to administer.
In addition, the government manipulates the media to deliver false information to the people. The government controls all information sources, administering and rewriting the content of all newspapers for its own benefits (Orwell, George). Winston’s job involves altering records to promote the government’s version of history. The regime prohibits all individuals from keeping records of the past, including documents and photographs. Therefore, the people’s memories become unreliable thus facilitating the government’s manipulative methods to rule. Through directing the present, the régime is able to control the past. Once the past is altered, the government then justifies all its actions in the present.
Furthermore, advanced technologies are used by the regime to administer their subjects. Orwell envisions a modernized world filled with new technologies (Orwell, George). There is the use of telescreens and hidden cameras all over the city. Besides, the government also uses complicated mechanisms to enhance large-scale regulation of the economic production and the information sources. There is also terrifying machinery that is used to torture those captured as enemies of the government. This illustrates that technology can also be used in the promotion of evil in the country.
Orwell describes a time in the future when the world will change and evil will be rampant. Orwell feared that if people did not change, they would find themselves living in an oppressive world filled with totalitarianism as described in the novel, which serves as a warning. 1984 came and passed but the novel is still relevant today. Orwell did not live to see his visions come to pass, however, this was experienced in the world during colonialism. The dystopian terror described by Orwell came and passed. Today, we are living in a world filled with cameras not only for surveillance but also for security purposes. Leaders and government parties use 1984 in shaping their states to become better and develop. People also have their own rights including those of their opinions and language. However, it is clear that there will never be a perfect world. It is upon the people living in it, who can change the world. If we had an ‘Orwell’ today, he would probably describe our future flaws based on the current world. People should, therefore, use the present to promote the best of the future.
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