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“Coming to an awareness of language” by Malcolm X
This study will analyze the article “coming to an awareness of language” by Malcolm X. The primary aim will be to critique the study in order to augment our understanding on the article, further comprehend the message of the author and unearth any gaps that exist in the article. In critiquing the article the article will aim at unraveling the thesis or argument of the article, the intentions of the author in the article, the intended audience, whether there is any evidence to back up some of the assertions that have been aired in the study and culminate with an analysis on whether there are any gaps in the article.
A brief summary of the article
Malcolm X depicts how he was a man of action and he virtually pursued everything he thought about. Malcolm X began writing to friends that he had known previously, when hustling in the outside world. Since he had no idea where their current residence was, Malcolm took some of the letters that he wrote to the bars where he had met the perceived friends (Howard-Pitney 14). He asserted that none of the recipients gave him a reply and that was mainly because of the fact that a majority of his former friends were uneducated hustlers and criminals.
Malcolm X was currently serving imprisonment at the Norfolk Prison Colony and none of the officers had anything to say about the letters. He cited the notion of referring to the white men as ‘devils’ as being primary to the silence or the lack of replies. He later wrote to Harry Truman, the Governor of Massachusetts and the Mayor of Boston detailing to them how the white men had led to contributed to the suffering of the black man in North America (El-Beshti 360).
He credits the letters for enabling him to acquire education and that was mainly because of the fact that prior to commencing writing letters, he was unable to convey his messages in Basic English. He further reveals that those who read his letters would get the impression that he was very educated but that is far from the truth since he only reached the eighth grade.  He credits the use of the dictionary as one of the tools that enabled him to improve his English. He also borrowed some pencils and also a tablet from the Norfolk Prison Colony School in a bid to improve his writing skills (El-Beshti 362). Malcolm espoused that it took little effort to remember the meaning of a majority of the words. Almost the entire period he spent in prison, he spent a large amount of time reading both books and Muhammad’s teachings and proved integral in enabling him not to think about imprisonment. He in fact concludes by referring to the period that he was in prison as one of the most free in his life (El-Beshti 363).
Critique
The main argument and/or thesis of the author was mainly to unravel how determination can spur an individual to the greatest heights. This is evidenced from the first paragraph where Malcolm X says that he does everything that he feels he should do. He also aims to prove that we can become everything we desire and also pursue our own happiness through our hard work (El-Beshti 364).
The purpose of the author in arguing the said thesis mainly is mainly to showcase his life in prison and to further unravel how it improved his education and consequently changed his life. In writing the article, Malcolm X mainly aimed at giving a sneak preview of how the whites had inhibited blacks from pursuing the positive opportunities that were available in North America and how many blacks were forced to find their own ways of pursuing education and also improving their lives (Myers 55).
The intended audience of the article is mainly blacks and more particularly black Americans who had suffered at the hands of the whites in order to inspire them to emancipate themselves from the torture of the white men and pursue their own success and happiness (Myers 50). He further inspires the black Americans who came after him to pursue education since knowledge would be one of the most effective tools for emancipating themselves from the ill and barbaric governance of the whites back then.
The author has ample and valid evidence to back up his claims and this is revealed by the fact that he backs up his assertions with facts, which are reveled through well known personalities, places and words.  Examples of well known personalities that he mentioned include Elijah Muhammad, Harry s. Truman, the governor of Massachusetts and the Mayor of Boston. Examples of well known places that have been cited include the Charlestown Prison, Norfolk Prison Colony, Roxbury and Harlem bars. Words such as ‘aardvark’ and its meaning as cited in the dictionary is another revelation that the assertions are backed up by valid evidence El-Beshti 365).
Despite the apparent fact that the author backs up majority of the research with facts and evidence, he seems biased by referring to the white men as devils. This is a prejudiced term since it generalizes on all the white men yet it is palpable that not all white men were as cruel and there were only a minority who oppressed the black men. Generalizing that white men were devils was therefore wrong and would only increase the odium between the white men and the black men. Even those white men who were opposed to the torture against black men would be exasperated by the term and therefore tending to support their white counterparts (El-Beshti 366). He should only have referred to some white men as devils and further called on the good ones to support his initiative to fight against the oppression of the black man.
There are also some holes in the author’s argument where he says that he wrote words that surpassed the one million mark. The assertions raise some doubts cognizant of the enormous task of counting a million words (Stine 30). The assertions are also not supported by facts and this therefore leaves a room for doubts and the readers are therefore left wondering how he was able to achieve such a task.
The author reached a conclusive point by stating that he experienced freedom through his entire prison life by pursuing education through reading books and the teachings of Mr. Elijah Muhammad (El-Beshti 367).  The conclusion is therefore a statement that culminates with an assertion of how education was critical in spearheading his freedom and his success in life. In conclusion, he also reveals how the prison life inspired him to cultivate a reading culture that he continued pursuing even after leaving prison.
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