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Vincent Van Gogh: A Renowned Draftsman and a Painter
Biography
	Vincent Van Gogh is a renowned Dutch Artist. Van was born on 30th March 1853 in Groot-Zundert, The Netherlands and died in his youthful age of thirty seven years, on 29th July 1890 in Auvers-sur-Oise, France. He was the second born in his family of six children. He was born in a Dutch Reformed Church family where his father, Theodorus Van Gogh, was a member of the clergy. Van Gogh’s mother, Anna Carbentus Cornelia, was a daughter of a bookseller. In his childhood, Van Gogh was seen as a child with unstable moods whose artistic aspect could not be detected (Carbon 88). Instead, he was more spiritual son of Theodorus than a painter. In fact, along hi lifetime, Vincent also pursued his vocation of a church minister (Gogh 15). However, Van Gogh was very good in languages as proved from his education in both the two boarding schools that he attended. Unfortunately, in the year 1868, Van Gogh abandoned his education and since that time he never returned to his formal education with success.
	Inspired by some books like Exercises au fusain and cours de dessin by Charles Bargue, Vincent started training himself on paintings and drawing. At first, he used to imitate other people’s drawings and felt it was wise to master drawing in black and white before starting making full color drawings. He developed his skills and geared by his vocation in art he thought it wise to get some training elsewhere (Gogh 65). At the age of sixteen years, in 1869, Van Gogh joined the international art dealers Goupil & Cie at their headquarters in Paris as a trainee. Vincent as one of the lucky trainees was employed to work for the International Art dealers Goupil & Cie at the Hague Branch. 
	Van Gogh worked for the Goupil & Cie Company for about a decade. At Goupil, Van was transferred from the Hague branch to their office in London. Here, he invited Theo, his younger brother who was also a painter. Later, Van started getting transfers between London, Paris and Belgium. The situation became stressful and he developed depression. His vocation on church ministry began to grow and he faithfully turned to God. The company laid him off and he joined the church ministry as a clergyman in southern part of Belgium. As a preacher, Van donated his belongings to the poor (Elisabeth 68). He was an enthusiastic and committed faithful. However, his commitment to the church was too much that the church could not even understand him. Unfortunately, the church dismissed him after some years. One year later, in 1881, a severe draught hit the whole of Belgium. Van Gogh has no work at Goupil & Cie, and the church has dismissed him and he had given up everything he had to the poor and the coal-miners. Theo from London used to send him some financial help for survival. 
Eventually, due to the prolonged and un-ending poverty, Van decided to go back home. While back home he fell in love with his cousin Kee Vos-striker. He pursued the love of Kee who could not even one time show signs of accepting him. This situation made their families to break down. His brother financed him to go to The Hague where he managed to rent a studio studying under Mauve (Elisabeth 30). Mauve was a successful member of The Hague School and he managed to introduce van to Jean François Millet, a French painter who used to hire laborers. He highly admired the paintings of François. He however complained to his brother Theo of not making enough sales from his paintings but Theo said that his brother’s works were not as appealing as those of other painters of the time (Naifeh, Steven and Gregory 113). 
Unfortunately, Theo informed Van that he was to go to Tahiti and the finances would decrease. His father died there after. This hiked the level of his depression (Calabrese 20). In 1884, Van Gogh moved to Nuenen in Netherlands where he used to do a lot of paintings and managed to advance his artistic works. Luckily, in 1885, he completed his first large scale art work which he called The Potato Eaters. He left Netherlands in the same year for Belgium where he joined Antwerp Academy, a school of fine arts (Calabrese 19). He discovered that the brush that was being used there was clear even though he was not very impressed. He later moved to Paris. He interacted with painters like Claude Monet, Camille Pissarro, and Edgar among others who really motivated him. In 1888, Van Gogh worked with Paul Gauguin in Arles, South of France (Carbon 85). They managed to rent a four roomed mansion which they called ‘Yellow House’. They became prominent in the region as their works were too much appealing. At some point, Van started some funny behavior due to his depression where he threatened to cut Gauguin with a razor but he actually cut off some part of his own ear.
Vincent realized his mental disorder was increasing and took himself to hospital after Paul had fled to Tahiti. While at St. Remy Psychiatric Institution, he restored his mental state and he managed to create among hundred paintings, his historic ‘Starry Night’ painting in 1889. Later, he was discharged and went to Auvers-sur-Oise outside of Paris (Naifeh, Steven and Gregory 72). In 1890, his depression crawled back and he went into a wheat field where he shot himself on the chest with a revolver. He crawled back home with injuries but died two days after the incident on his bed, 29th July 1890. 
Painting Legacy of Vincent Van Gogh
Although it is said that Van Gogh made very little out of his painting career, he left a legacy in this career and has inspired many people. In his life, he managed to create several eye catching and pleasant art works such as: The Courtesan in 1887, Cafe Terrace At Night in 1888, Fourteen Sunflowers in a Vase in the year 1888, The Bedroom in the year 1889, Church at Auvers in 1890, Paul Ferdinand Gachet in 1890 (one of his last creations in his life), Starry Night in 1889 (Often considered as the greatest achievement of Van Gogh’s ideas in his painting career) as well as several paintings of his own portrait such as the Self-Portrait with Bandaged Ear in the year 1889. 
The Potato Eaters
Among the hundreds of his art work, Van Gogh managed to complete his greatest art works in the year 1885, a painting that he called The Potato Eaters. Van Gogh’s idea of the potato eaters painting started lingering his mind way back in the year 1883. He had this idea and he had tried to create a painting for more than a year without success. Actually, Vincent had given out his idea to other painters so as to help him out. In the due course he managed without having acquired any help from the colleagues (Carbon 71). At one point he made a sketch of what he wanted as seen below. 
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A sketch of the Potato Eaters (Carbon 78)
The Potato Eaters painting depicts a peasant family during their meal time, seemingly supper time. It is basically a dark color scheme and coarse art work that illustrates the Nuenen period. The complete Potato Eater’s painting has five human figures seated round a square like table enjoying their meal. The painting has four female figures and only one male. Even though The Potato Eaters is a dark painting, the mixed emotions can be seen from the faces of every participant. The art work consists of other features that draw the viewer to have a closer look. For example, the painting has a pulsating form of layered darkness with oil lamp lighting. This presents a natural look of the situation which makes the artist have a feeling of having achieved his main goal of natural look of the scene.
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Van Gogh’s print of The Potato Eaters (Gogh 85)
With a closer look of the print, the formation of gentle and soft like lines forming a window like figure in the darkness can be seen. The painting also has a platter of potatoes from where every person is seemingly stretching their hands to obtain their share (Nordenfalk 92). This carries the whole idea of Van Gogh’s idea of the work. Van Gogh explained this idea by saying that: They have tilled the earth themselves with the same hands they are putting in the dish. This meant that, the people of Nuenen use their hands to make a living and the same hand they use to eat. 
The main idea of Van Gogh was to create a human figure, without looking awkward but rather look more natural, which would boost his artistic works. He also wanted to ensure that he utilizes all the newly acquired skills from Jean François as well as those learnt from Nuenen where, even though was weak, he had created several self images (Gogh 47). In the painting, there can be seen a woman who is pouring some brew which looks more like coffee. Beside the five figures and the round table, a large column that holds the building can also be seen. He explains that this column signifies the strength that is required for unity of purpose. Also, one can see the weathered table edges, some form of a picture hung on a very dark wall. The other thing that can be seen in the back of the art work is the rafter boards. The brightened faces of the occupants can make the viewer suggest that some form of communication is ongoing. The picture brings an illusion of a natural residential building for the five persons that can be seen. Although According to Van Gogh, he did not exactly bring out what he intended, the painting has over the years been regarded as one of his best and selling artworks. The Potato Eaters acts as the starting point of the many paintings Van Gogh created especially his last two years. 
Self-Portrait with a Bandaged Ear
In the year 1888, Van Gogh was leaving with Guaguin his colleague painter in Arles, France. They were living in a state of art four roomed house. However, Van Gogh used to get depression from time to time. At one point on his depression state, he threatened to cut his colleague with a razor. Instead of cutting Guaguin his colleague painter, he cut off part of his own right earlobe. It is after this scene that Vincent decided to create a painting with an illustration of his portrait with bandage around his ear. 
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Portrait of Vincent Van Gogh with a bandaged ear (Cornelissen 744)
	The portrait clearly displays Van Gogh with a bandaged ear (Cornelissen 773). He strongly felt that, with painting of his own image while in ill health, the art will greatly help him restore his normal mental state. Van Gogh also insisted that his portrait would help other people in the career in understanding what painting was all about. Since the portrait depicted a real occasion in his life, he strongly believed that it would help him control his emotions and renew his artistic creations.  The portrait also displays Vincent Van Gogh in-front of an easel with a largely empty canvas and behind him is a Japanese print loosely hung beside a window on the wall (Cornelissen 720). Vincent is putting on a black coat, with very shouting outlines, and a hat that take off portions of the Japanese print. 
From the onset, one can clearly see his facial texture. This texture would tell any viewer of his experience in mixing wet paints that would develop such a very rich surface. Also the portrait has employed much of the Japanese skills learnt especially from the Ukiyo-e. This gives the viewer a clear picture of the extent to which Van Gogh was influenced by the Japanese prints. Vincent has also combined the use of the loose brush paintings and the Japanese wood print of impressionists. The picture shows a well roughed wall surface where the Japanese print is hung (Calabrese 18). As explained from the Oil-on Canvas –Court Auld Institute Galleries in London, Van Gogh artistic methods were unique in that he was able to combine the loose brush works learnt from the Netherlands and the use of Japanese woodblock prints.
Conclusion
Painting is a career which is admired by many people. However, it requires a lot of patience and marketing (Gogh 33). As we can see high level of creativity is required in this career. Van Gogh is one of highly talented and enthusiastic artists. There are several reasons of choosing Van Gogh as my research artist. Firstly, Vincent is a renowned painter with a strong legacy in his career. The other reason is that Van Gogh portrays a very unique character worth researching due to his spiritual vocation and the vocation on painting. This characteristic cannot be easily obtained from other artists (Nordenfalk 44). Also, Van Gogh has mental disorder that actually makes him look more of an insane artist. However, despite his mental disorder, van Gogh is able to control his reactions in most of the times and concentrate on his artistic career (Evers-van 630). Van Gogh is an inspiration to many and his legacy will live for years.Ho
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