View Full Description
Forum Questions:

Choose ONE of the following questions: 

1) What is the nature and scope of the alcohol and/or drug abuse problem in the United States today? For example, is this problem more significant today than it was in the past? What are some data you can find to support whether rates have gone down or up over time?

Please Respond to two student forum. Please write as if you were speaking to a person.

Ex:Shamelle,

For this week's forum I decided to write about the same subject. I am from New Jersey and the opioid epidemic is very high there. The problem is so bad in my home state that the governor, Chris Christie, has to run ads on Pandora to get the message out there. I have also found out in my research that overdose rates have gone up in the recent years. I am stationed at Fort Campbell currently and the police department around here have been issued nasal spray to help overdose victims. The nasal spray is called Naloxone, it is meant to help overdose victims survive long enough to get to the hospital. I enjoyed reading your post this week and I wish you luck in the future!

Above is an example of a student response.


Student 1 The scope of alcohol abuse can be considered widespread. National surveys and reports confirm that it is the greatest commonly abused drug among most age groups. Unfortunately, it is also most abused in youth age groups. Despite the fact, it is the most treated substance in addiction programs, reports say that less than 10% of individuals with alcohol problems get help. A lot of people we care about struggle with drinking and alcoholism. It is to a loved one to reach out and get that the addicted person the help they need before it is too late.
It is estimated that people of the age 18 or older struggle with some form of alcohol abuse problem in the United States. Problems that can arise is anything like traffic accidents or even accidental death of a loved one or someone else. This is a huge problem in the United States.
Although there is plenty of rehab facilities available to individuals that are struggling with alcohol abuse and their families some do not take advantage of them.
I feel that if these facilities were free more individuals would go.
Thank you- Kelly Pires

Student 2Humans have used drugs and alcohol for thousands of years. Wine made its debut in the days of early Egyptians, narcotics as far back as 4000 B.C and marijuana in 2737 B.C. In the 19th century, drugs such as morphine and cocaine were unregulated and freely available which began the epidemic of addiction. By the early 1900s, about 250,000 Americans were addicted to morphine, in large part due to the civil war and veterans having morphine kits. The government took notice quickly of the rise of addiction and started to ban opium dens and make morphine and cocaine only available through a physician. Alcohol and narcotics in the early 1900s, were banned after many people suffered from addiction. 

By the 1950's and 60's the use of marijuana increased as well as hallucinogenic narcotics. Drug use declined in the 1980s except for crack and cocaine. Federal and local law enforcement enacted laws that had steep penalties for those using or selling drugs yet the problem persisted. 

While the plague of addiction started thousands of years ago, today it is at an all time high. In America 9.3 percent of the population stated they have done drugs in the past month in a survey of 12 year and older. The U.S leads the world in illegal drug use and we have the more strict laws. According to a study, men are more likely to use illegal drugs than women, single people are more likely than married couples, and younger adults are more likely than older adults. Also, people with higher incomes were more likely to use illegal drugs. Drug use is not evenly displaces, American intake is the highest and gender and socioeconomic status plays an interesting role. 

Currently about 23.5 million Americans need treatment for addiction, statistics show only about 11.2 percent will seek treatment. A war on drugs is still underway in American and education and emphasizing treatment and rehabilitation will help. 

http://www.serenityrecovery.com/the-history-of-drug-use-in-the-united-states/

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/us-leads-the-world-in-illegal-drug-use/ 
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