Surname 2

Name:
Tutor:
Course:
Date: 
Advantages and Disadvantages of Social Networking
	The invention of the internet technology and the World Wide Web changed people’s way of social networking. According to Salpeter social networking is a communication medium that facilitates the interaction between the site or the site manager and the users (6). Social networking sites include Facebook, Twitter, Linkedin, Whatzup, MySpace just to name but a few. These sites have changed various aspect of the daily life. This paper will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of social networking.
	Social networking has yielded desirable outcomes in the education sector. Social networking facilitates students with platforms to explore academic topics outside of what they are able to cover at school. In the same line, social networking facilitates global interaction of students in similar and related fields. This way, the students can easily gain knowledge from each other, and at the same time have fun interacting with international students. Additionally, teachers use social networking to create discussion platforms. Also, through social networking, students are able to study online without the hindrance of distance (Rennie and Tara 1). Therefore, social networking has positively impacted the education sector.
	Similarly, social networking has enhanced various aspects of the business sector. Among the major benefits to business is advertisements. A seller is able to present and promote their products to millions of users. Also, job seekers can disperse their profiles simultaneously to employers who use social networks. This way; they increase their chances of getting a job (Salpeter 75). Companies are also able to build their brands and establish international collaboration. Besides, business people can share useful information regarding their businesses through social networking sites and platforms.
	Another benefit of social networking is building the family and social rapport. When family members and friends are separated by distance, they can interact through the social networks and keep their relationship fire burning. In fact, social networking sites such as Skype offer a platform for real-time and visual communication. Similarly, families and friends can overcome the distance barrier by using social networking platforms for group video chats. Therefore, social networks have bridged the relationship gaps created by distance.
	On the contrary, social networking facilitates crime. By removing the distance barrier, social networking facilitates easier and effective communication through which criminals and terrorists can organize and implement their criminal activities (Taylor, Eric and John 82). In the same line, social network sites attract crimes such as sexual exploitation. This is especially dangerous given the increasing number of children who have access to social networking sites. Distribution of pornographic materials and sex chats are some of the ways that social networking sites facilitate sexual exploitation. 
	Additionally, social networking facilitates cyberbullying which may sometimes lead to the victim committing suicide. A recent illustration is the 12-year-old Mallory Grossman who committed suicide after continued bullying from her schoolmates. Her parents indicated that the bullies would send her intimidating messages through Snapchat and Instagram. Some of the messages sent by the bullies called her a loser and even asked her to commit suicide (Rosenblatt 1). Similarly, social networking is linked to addiction, influence to engage in drug abuse and mental health problems for teenage users (Costello and Ramo 629)
	In conclusion, social networks have generated desirable consequences especially in the education and corporate sectors as well as in social and family relationships. Conversely,  social networking has yielded negative effects such as facilitating terrorism, sexual exploitation, and cyberbullying. As s such, this paper recommends that social networking sites should be used in moderation. Also, child users should be educated on the positive and negative effects in order to minimize the detrimental effects, while upholding the benefits of social networking.
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