World War II

WWII lasted from 1939-1945. Belligerents were  Leading Axis powers ( LAP- Nazi Germany, Italian Kingdom and Japanese Empire) against the 'Big Four' Allied powers (ABCD- Great Britain, United States of America, Soviet Union- Dutch and China). WWII specific origin is unknown due to geopolitical complexities surrounding it. 

LAP sought economies that could function without external trade, seizing empires to this effect was a feasible proposition, to protect against economic strangling like in WWI blockade strangle on Germany by the Entente. Germans attempted convincing Germans and the world of their innocence and others guilt of WWI. Opportunistic Hitler implemented expansionistic foreign policy, taking advantage of chaotic global policies of appeasement. Without defined foreign policy aim to control Europe, subsequent invasions and purges presented opportunities that Hitler charismatically seized. Japan allied Germany in fear of strangle by the hostile ABCD powers unaware of provoking the hostility it faced. Italy allied Germany having realized its vulnerability on badly misperceived realities of WWI victory false image, overestimated military strength and empire.

ABCD allied against LAP,they weren't ready for war. France was unready having absorbed domestic conflicts. Dutch couldn't fight stronger Germany by itself.Americans had embraced isolationism, had no large standing forces having adopted military mobilization strategy without a clear National grand strategy to predict its own behavior. Britain was isolationist, had limited resources, weakened by WWI, hadn't rearmed in 1930s, cowardice of aerial bombing and adopting appeasement strategy towards Germany.

LAP  expansionism and failures of international institutes created by treaties that Hitler took advantage of caused WWII. Versailles wasn't harsh enough to produce stable peace, was based on militarism and isolationism hence security dilemma.
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