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The Limits of the Trooghaft, by Desmond Stewart
Summary
In the Desmond Stewart’s article, The Limits of the Trooghaft, an alien species referred to as the Troogs conquers the human race and embark on the consumption of the humans as a delicacy. There is evidence of human incarceration, farming and the quest for humans. It is apparent that the alien species, Troogs, get hold of the humans and use them for their food and entertainment purposes. A major ethical issue arising is the inhuman treatment of animals with the desire to gratify the needs of the population in spite of the conditions of other species. Within the story, the aspect of humans is segregated into four social orders which include; the housemen, quarry-men, capons, and hound-men with different roles in the Troog society. The Capons were often harvested while young with their survival restricted to the dark rooms. Elsewhere, the hound-men were not kept for long as pets with any instances of disease resulting in their disposal and ultimate death. Besides, the Troogs in their natural setting tends to reason in their sense with the need to halt the exploitation of the animals. However, their reasoning stops when they argue that no other species would care for the various castes of humans thereby requiring their intervention and continuous harvest of the species. Thus, the story highlights the indecent treatment the human species were subjected despite the moral obligation to enhance their survival across the society. Moreover, the alien species fail to agree on the best practices for human treatment.

Critical analysis
Human-animal conflicts have often been an issue across generations with humans posing a threat to the existence of other animal species through exploitation for consumption. The story explores how humans have engaged in the unregulated means of animal treatment across the society. Although the article utilizes the alien species to highlight the treatment of animals, it juxtaposes how humans have indulged in the unchecked consumption and conflict with the animals within the society. With the distinction of the various animal castes, the storyline is apparent of social segregation of the animal species that provide them with various satisfactions across the society. Through the subjection of man to the inhumane kind of treatment, it is an ironical satire of how human behavior towards the animals from which they extract their sources of livelihood. Some implications arise from the author's text and conclusion. First, it is evident that through the use of the alien species, the author refers to the human impact on the other species it controls within their environment. Again, due to the increased and greedy desire of humans to consume the animal species, the animals are kept under unreasonable conditions just to satisfy the human needs. Finally, the storyline highlights the need for humans to reconsider their beliefs and their treatment towards animals that exist in the mainstream society. Thus, the author highlights the need to rethink the human-animal interaction, treatment, and exploitation despite the desire to satisfy the growing needs of the populations.

