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Abortion
Introduction
Abortion has often been a controversial issue that has generated much debate among different groups of individuals. In America, the topic of abortion is very controversial given the diverse opinions regarding the right to life and risk the pregnancy causes to the mother (Sanger 652). Abortion relates to the termination of the growth of the fetus before its maturity resulting in its premature death. The supporters of abortion also called the pro-choice individuals believe that abortion is justifiable. However, the anti-abortion movements referred to as pro-life movements have continually argued that both lives are precious with the need to protect the life of the unborn fetus. Since abortion was made legal by the US Supreme Court in 1973 following the Roe vs. Wade case, there has been the widespread supporting rationale for abortion and criticism against the act posing not only health but also an ethical dilemma for many Americans (Roe v. Wade 1). As such, the issue is problematic in the American nation given the constitutional requirement of the need to uphold the life of every individual while posing a dilemma when the pregnancy poses a health threat to the mother (Sanger 654).

The Congressional Law

The Partial-Birth, Abortion Ban Act, is a congressional law that was enacted in the year 2003 (Santorum 1). The bill was sponsored by the Republican’s representative of Ohio in the 108th Congress session with the house passing it in July 2003 (Santorum 1). However, the Senate failed to pass the bill. The bill was later redrafted in the next Congress with several senators voting in its favor to become law. The primary purpose of the act was to prohibit the termination of any pregnancy by any physician or person knowingly unless in situations where the mother was at risk. Nevertheless, the partisan difference arose due to the presence of divergent views regarding the bill with a non-bipartisan approach towards the enactment of the bill into law. The act falls under the necessary and power clause that allows Congress to make laws that benefit its citizens.


The Role of the President on Abortion

In November 2003, President George Bush signed the partial-birth abortion bill (National Archives and Records Administration 1). President George Bush argued that the bill would increase the provision of healthcare to the mothers reducing the vulnerability of mothers to unrealistic abortion procedures within the hospital settings by medical professionals and personnel. Indeed, President Bush had vowed to fight and challenge any court case that would hinder the enactment of the Partial-Birth Abortion ban act of 2003 (Derbyshire 425). Additionally, he had promised to enhance the livelihood of women and mothers by averting the dominant cases of violence through the abortion practices. Indeed, it is also evident that the current US President Donald Trump supports the partial-birth abortion ban act as it deprives the already formed fetus of the essential life at the latter stage of pregnancy (Ludden 1). As such, President Donald Trump highlighted that he would uphold the ban on abortion due to its detrimental consequences to women (Ludden 1).

The Role of the Court

In the case, Gonzales v. Carhart of 2007, the US Supreme Court held the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban of 2003 (Staff 1). In the case, a group of doctors led by Dr. Carhart filed a suit at the court of appeal against the US Attorney General, Gonzales claiming that the law was unconstitutional and failed to consider the plight of the mothers who would be at risk (Staff 1). The court of appeal reversed the Congress decision allowing for partial abortion. However, the US Supreme Court heard the file suit and later reinstated the verdict of the Congress allowing for the passing and ratification of the bill into law. Thus, the President signed the bill into law creating controversies for many individuals across the US. Indeed, I agree with the decision of the Supreme Court to protect women against the abortion practices that jeopardize the survival of the unborn children within the society (Sanger 655). The case was significant as it set a precedent for the entitlement of individual rights for the unborn fetus. The court decision reignited the debate on the right of women to make final decisions regarding abortion depending on specific circumstances.


Conclusion

In my opinion, I believe the courts play a significant role in the controversial topic of abortion across the United States. Despite the efforts enhanced by the Congress in enacting laws and coming up with desirable legislation, the courts have a mandate to provide jurisdiction and constitutional judgment regarding the moral dilemma of abortion. From the case, it is apparent that the different arms of government play their constitutional checks and balances in regulating the powers of other institutions while also endeavoring to create harmony within the legislation. For instance, the government was instrumental in implementing the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act across various states in the US. The government concentrated its efforts in rolling out the policies to curb the violent abortion procedures advanced by medical practitioners for their benefits. Nevertheless, the state governments have the potential to handle the issues of abortion better since they best understand the underlying factors within their jurisdiction that could pose a risk to pregnant mothers. Again, the state governments have the adequate personnel and could make local legislation that best suits the specific region for the benefit of the mothers within their districts.
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