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2014 Gates Annual Letter
Three Myths that Block Progress for the Poor
In the annual letter titled “3 myths that block progress for the poor” Bill Gates argues against the three myths that are perceived to hinder improvement among the less fortunate. The first myth that Bill Gates debunks is “poor countries are doomed to stay poor.” Gates uses historical evidence to address this myth. He makes a comparison of the economies of the developing countries in the 1960’s and the present day. Some of the countries used to emphasize his argument include India, China, and Brazil. Bill Gates also uses Africa as an example and explains that the income levels of people living in Africa have increased by two thirds. Contrary to the myth, Bill Gates uses this case to show that the developing countries have not stayed poor. Bill Gates also highlights that the improvements in health and education in Africa are likely to enhance the economic growth and shares his optimistic sentiment that there are no poor countries left by 2035.
The second myth discussed in the letter is “foreign aid is a big waste.” To address this myth, Gates begins by discussing the United States Budget that is set aside for foreign aid. He also adds that $5,000 saves children's lives to allow a child to thrive and survive (Gates, 2014). Gates also addresses the small cases of corruption that are associated with the misuse of foreign aid funds. He affirms that a corrupt individual should not make foreign aid bad or mean that it should be ended. Lastly, Bill Gates shares how foreign aid is a worthwhile investment by stating how most people live healthier and longer lives due to the foreign aid.
The third myth involves the perception that “saving lives leads to overpopulation.” This is as a result of the belief that when lives are saved, more dependents are created. However, Bill Gates emphasizes that this is far from the truth. He states that as the mortality rates for children drop, most families decide to have few children. Gates adds that parents begin making decisions based on the expectations of their children to live. Gates uses statistical evidence from countries such as Brazil and Thailand to counter this myth. The evidence from the two countries shows that a decline in the mortality rate of children results in a decrease in the birth rates hence a decrease in population.
A chat with Bill Easterly
Problem with Foreign Aid and Development Today
According to Bill Easterly, the problem with foreign aid and development today is that the aid money supports dictatorship. He emphasizes that foreign aid is harmed when it finances oppressive governments and dictators. In the process, harsh policies are ignored, and development experts and economists give dictators support, and they end up becoming the center of the anti-poverty action. As a result, poor people’s interests and rights are neglected in the process. He adds that dictators are only concerned with their interests which is to stay in power hence they use the foreign aid funds to support themselves.
When addressing the issue on dictatorship, Easterly mentions the indifference that is apparent in the Bill Gates Foundation as well as the development community. He gives an example of how Bill Gates supported Meles Zenawi, an Ethiopian dictator, for his achievement in reducing the child mortality rate yet he refused to provide aid for everyone except his ruling party members leaving his political opponents to starve (Paulson, 2014). 
To sum up, Bill Easterly central point on the problem facing foreign aid revolves around authoritarian development approach which does not focus on individual rights. However, he proposes a plan that is democratic to improve the rights of the poor people through the foreign aid.
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