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Efficiency and Adaptation
Part I: Symbiotic Relationships between Species
Introduction
Symbiotic relationships are close and prolonged associations among organisms of different species. The close associations exist in three different forms including commensalism, parasitism, and mutualism. Commensalism is where an organism benefits from another organism without causing harm. For instance, the growth of an epiphytic plant on the surface of a tree that allows the plant gain more light without affecting the tree in any way is an example of commensalism. (Beckrich, 2015). Parasitism involves one species living off another species (host).For instance, the tapeworm lives off the human digestive system. Lastly, mutualism entails two organisms living in a mutually beneficial arrangement where one organism gets nutrition while protecting the other organism.
The relationship between Gelada Monkeys and Ethiopian Wolves
From the article, a symbiotic relationship is evident between the two species. The type of symbiotic relationship is mutualism since the Ethiopian Wolves are guaranteed to get a meal by associating with the Gelada monkeys. The monkeys, on the other hand, get protection from the wolves which also help reduce competition of their food sources.
Short-term and Long-term Benefits
The short-term benefits are that the hunting sessions for the wolves will be successful in the presence of the monkeys while the Gelada monkeys will have more food sources once the wolves eliminate the rodents which are their main competitors (Luntz, 2015). As for the long-term benefits, the relationship will increase the wolves’ chances to survive in the environment. The population of the Gelada monkeys will increase since the wolves will pass up the opportunity to eat the young Geladas because of the nutritional benefit they obtain from their association with Gelada monkeys.
Costs
The mutual relationship between the two species may result in the monkeys enhancing the wolves chance to survive. In the event that the monkeys can no longer assist the wolves to hunt for the rodents, then the lives of the young gelada monkeys would be in Jeopardy. Consequently, this would limit the wolves’ chances to survival.
Scarce Resources
The relationship between the two species will be affected when the resources become scarce. The resources, in this case, are the rodents. For instance, if the wolves continue to eat all the rodents, the rodent population will decrease. As a result, the wolves’ food supply will reduce making them look for other food sources. The wolves may end up feeding on the young Gelada monkeys hence changing the association between the two species to a parasitic relationship.
Part II: Benefits and Costs to Businesses in the Marketplace.
Long-run Costs in Circuit City
The long-run costs incurred by the Circuit City retail business include the labor costs and overhead costs such as advertising and supplies. These costs portray the operational expenses of Circuit City hence it was easy to determine the viability of the business in the long-run using these costs.
Competitors
The main competitors for Circuit City were Best Buy and Wal-Mart. Best Buy had a competitive advantage over Circuit City because of their partnership with Geek Squad. Best Buy also expanded its operations in other countries which ultimately affected Circuit City’s market share (Mcguigan, Moyer, & deB Harris, 2017). However, after the closure of Circuit City, Wal-Mart seems to be ahead in the industry and poses a significant threat to Best Buy. This is evident from the fact that Best Buy’s market share has been declining over the years.
Closure of Circuit City
One of the factors that contributed to Circuit City’s decision to shut down was that they were unable to reach an agreement with the lenders and creditors to structure a going-concern that would enable the company to continue with its operations. Also, stiff competition from best buy influenced Circuit City’s decision to shut down the business as the company could no longer keep up with Best Buy which was more innovative and had better locations (Mcguigan, Moyer, & deB Harris, 2017). Furthermore, Circuit city had already fired most of the experienced sales force that they had. Thus, it was difficult to regain their position in the market amidst the stiff competition and a workforce that would enhance the company’s sales. Also, competition from Best Buy affected the Circuit City’s profits contributing to the decision to shut down the business.
Mutually Beneficial Partnerships
I believe that establishing a partnership with another business would have enhanced the company’s chances of success as Circuit City would have been able to have resources and revenue to foster its operations. Even though some changes would have been made to Circuit City including the change in management or change in operations, it would have enhanced Circuit City’s survival in a highly competitive industry.
Conclusion
Based on the analysis, it can be concluded that mutually beneficial relationships or arrangements play a crucial role in survival among organisms. It is also a concept that can be applied in organizations that are bankrupt and need assistance to continue with their operations in the business environment.
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