Summary of “Social media helps black lives matter fight the power” by Bijan Stephen
This article offers an informative discourse on racism from 1960s to date. The author discusses the manner in which civil right activism was conducted, the tactics there in and most importantly the technology employed. The Wide Area Telephone Service was used to relay information and coordinate to the stakeholders while as the Television media was strategically used show the world of black oppression. It goes on to explain the difference between the activism done during 1960s and the one done in the contemporary world.
According to Stephen, media technology as revealed plays a pivotal role in activism (Stephen). Activism in the 1960 was mainly directed towards alleviating racism against the black American and creating a free, fair and equitable society where every American would enjoy the same cadre of rights. Racism projected to the blacks by white American was a major challenge to their welfare as it metamorphosed to discrimination and oppression. The author also brings to light the extent of the racism by alluding that black American calls would be blocked by white switch board operators. This stirred up more fury and desperation which later led to civil rights activism. The media at that time was controlled by the whites but still the black Americans strategically positioned their political and civil rights activism activities in locations that the new the media would cover.  However civil rights activism has evolved activism with time due to the advancement of the media industry. Media fosters communication and coordination among the groups. According to Stephen activism in the 1960s was centralised and highly institutionalised (Stephen).It needed a central locus of control that would give directives thereby making it a hierarchical grouping. However; contemporary activism has been fostered by the media making it decentralised and highly and easily coordinated. Social media platforms for instance facebook, twitter, instagram among others are known to anchor social groupings in which civil rights activism can be propagated.

Indeed the social media help “Black lives matter help fight power”. First, Social media platform help create awareness to millions who are against bad power regime that supports racism.  Owning to the fact that most of social media platforms are audio-visual enabled, accurate information can be spread to different stakeholders including justice department thus help litigate against propagators of racism. Indeed social media offers a robust network for anti-racism and other forms of activism against civic malpractices. Media fosters lobbying activities of these activists groups thus improving their chances of achieving their objectives. Therefore, I hold an unwavering stance that social media aids “black lives matter” in fighting power that oppresses them.








