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The Social Effects of Chinese Immigration in U.S
 Chinese immigration to the Unites States shared common motivation factors with majority of other immigrants in the United States.  Chinese immigration to the Unites States was motivated by a variety of reasons. Some Chinese immigrants were looking for better job and business opportunities; others had fled China due to various problems such as economic difficulties and insecurities (“Chinese Immigration to the United States”). Chinese immigration not only brought negative impacts in the USA but also positive impacts. This essay discusses a brief history of the Chinese immigration into the USA as well as the social impacts of the immigrations from a negative and a positive perspective to determine which perspective is weightier.  
This immigration took place in three waves. The first wave took place in the years 1849-1882, while the second took place in the years 1882-1965 and last wave was from 1965 to the present day. The California gold rush was mainly attributed to the first wave of immigration as Chinese immigrants were flocking in into the United States in search for jobs in the mining sites. Later on they engaged in construction works such as the transnational railway, factories, agriculture and textiles (“Chinese Immigration to the United States”).The Chinese would work and send some money back to china to support their families whereas others had their families in USA. This dire need for money made them accept virtually all jobs for a very low remuneration. Therefore most employers preferred cheap labour from the Chinese labourers.
Native Americans felt that Chinese labourers were a threat to their employment opportunities and started an uprising which was sooner embraced by the congress due to pressure from the Native Americans and labour unions. Consequently several measures were put in place to curtail the Chinese immigration. Among them was the exclusion Act of 1882.  This wave ended when the congress passed this legislation that barred Chinese immigrants into the USA. Nonetheless it made a few exclusions for professionals like teachers, merchants and scholars (Zong & Batalova). At the end of this period the population was estimated at 110 000 (“Chinese Immigration and the Chinese Exclusion Acts”). 

The second wave started in 1982 after the congress passed the exclusion act. This was brought about by a surging bitterness and hate sentiments from the Native Americans who felt that the Chinese immigrants were taking their jobs. In fact the exclusion act was signed as a result of this resentment. This legislature however; had a loophole that later on fuelled illegal immigration menace as Chinese were using fake documents to gain access into USA (Diao). During this era, the Chinese immigrants were subjected to a lot of discrimination. They were subjected to long questioning, physical examination regardless of the gender and occasionally detention as they awaited the outcome if the interrogation (Yung & Lee).  This objection of the Chinese was contributed to by economic ethnic and cultural tensions (“Chinese Immigration and the Chinese Exclusion Acts”). 
After the exclusion act, the Chinese had to come up with strategies to help them survive in such a highly discriminative society and resulted into living in their own autonomous communities that were dubbed “china towns” though they were within the major cities in the USA and a few in the rural areas (“Chinese Immigration and the Chinese Exclusion Acts”). Additionally they developed tolerance to the discrimination during the second wave. In 1943, the Chinese saw the light at the end of the tunnel when President Franklin Roosevelt repealed the exclusion act to appease and appraise the morale of China which had become an ally in the Second World War. In 1965, the Natural and immigration acts was signed to abolish the immigration quota and the exclusion act that limited immigration thus bringing the second wave to an end (Diao).
The third wave begun in 1965 up to the present day. This immigration is characterised by favourable immigration rules and non discrimination in evaluation of suitability of entry into the United States. Additionally China has lessened the emigration rules. This has led to an influx of Chinese immigrants into the USA. According to Zong & Batalova, the Chinese population in the United States has grown rapidly to 2.3 million immigrants out of the total 44 million immigrants in the United States in 2016 (Zong & Batalova). Also Chinese human rights advocacy groups, social justice groups were formed during this era to fight for the right of Chinese immigrants and racial prejudice.
Chinese immigration to United States fostered cultural exchange. They came with their rich culture and settled among the white who had a chance to intermingle and exchange cultural practices. Some immigrants intermarried with the locals and this lead to culture fusion thus fostered cultural tolerance and harmonious co existence between the Chinese and the Native Americans. Many Chinese related foods, kitchen ware and other cultural practices have been introduced in the USA (“Chinese Immigration to the United States”). 
Additionally, Chinese immigrants contributed a lot to bridging the gap between job market and labour availability. During the second half of the 19th century, Chinese labourers both skilled and semi-skilled flocked the USA to work in the mines, railway project, agricultural farms and factories. There was high demand for cheap labour. Chinese immigrants were a solution to this problem. (“Chinese Immigration to the United States”).However this solution proved to be a problem later as it was the root of the Chinese discrimination and prejudiced immigration rules against the immigrants.
The author of “Chinese immigration and Chinese exclusion acts” on the office of the historian website wrote that most Chinese laborers grew successful and became their own bosses (“Chinese Immigration and the Chinese Exclusion Acts”). As the number of Chinese laborers in the USA increased, native Americans begun to be worried about their jobs. They felt that the Chinese immigrants were taking over their jobs. Moreover they rendered their services so cheaply thus posing a very stiff competition to the other laborers. 
Therefore, this can be viewed from both perspectives. To the employers in the United States, cheap and affordable labor was advantageous to their business operations as it lowered their cost of production thus maximizing their profits. On the other hand, it was injurious to the other employment seekers as it posed very stiff and unhealthy competition that more often was rendering the native American jobless. It is this sentiment that contributed to the uprising and the discriminative acts towards the Chinese immigrants. Americans felt that something needed to be done. Measures aimed at Chinese immigrants were passed to curtail this immigration .These measures ranged from rigorous vetting of Chinese immigrants, banning immigration of Chinese laborers, imposing immigration quotas on Chinese immigrants, and refusing to give citizenship to Chinese born in the United States.
Likewise Chinese immigration into the United States promoted inter-ethnic linguistics heritage and tourism. Chinese language was learnt by other Americans who were interested. Some Chinese immigrants who were detained in the Angel Island also wrote poems and other historical literature on the walls of the detention centers describing their experiences, their journey and cultural practices in China (Yung & Lee). Later in 1983 the center was renovated and then converted into a museum displaying various cultural artifacts in Chinese culture (Diao). This promotes tourism as other Non-Chinese can visit the museum to see these artifacts and historical literature. This tourism has ripple effect on economy through the funds collected from the museum.  
Furthermore Chinese immigration has contributed a lot to highly skilled workforce in the United States. According to Zong & Batalova Chinese immigrants in the United States have a higher level of education compared to other foreign born immigrant and USA natives Zong and Batalova). A census done in 2016 as noted by Zong & Batalova revealed that more than half of the Chinese adult immigrants with over 25 years in the USA possess at least a bachelors degree and were likely to have a professional degree compared to other immigrants (Zong & Batalova). This skilled worked force is good for the economy. It leads to more efficiency and quality in production in the economy. 
Moreover Chinese immigration in the United States has contributed a lot to educational tourism. According to Zong & Batalova, China is the leading source of educational immigrants into the United States (Zong & Batalova). Many Chinese immigrants find universities and colleges in USA a favorable provider of higher education. According to the institute of international education as cited by Zong and Batalova, Chinese immigrants with student visas enrolled in education institutions in the United states was close to 329 000 in 2015-2016 school year (Zong & Batalova). Probably this number has increased. Additionally the increased bilateral relations between China and United States have promoted educational exchanges programs.
Also, Chinese immigrants are hard working and their income taxes contribute to nation building. Any national economic set up is driven by revenues collected through taxes and other means. A study done in 2016 as cited by Zong & Batalova revealed that Chinese immigrants have slightly higher median incomes than the overall immigrants (Zong &Batalova). Moreover this meant that poverty was being alleviated among this population. The same study revealed that Chinese immigrants’ families are less likely to live in poverty than other immigrants (Zong & Batalova).  
Furthermore Chinese immigrants contributed a lot in growing the transport, agricultural and manufacturing sectors.  Many Chinese immigrants who came in the 19th century converted the barren tracks of land in the USA into rich farm lands which fed the American population. Others worked in manufacturing industries. In fact some Chinese immigrants became entrepreneurs and run their own business enterprises (“Chinese Immigration to the United States”).These activities contributed to economic growth in the United States. Arguably opponents of the Chinese immigration in the United States hold a perspective that the Chinese immigrants were propagating land exploitation by taking up land that belonged to native Americans.
 Additionally, Chinese immigration to the United States led to intermarriages. These intermarriages fostered peace, cohesion and integration among the diverse ethnic groups in the USA population. These intermarriages have also promoted cultural exchange and tolerance. Citizens have learnt to appreciate and respect other people’s culture religion among other aspects that comprise their distinct ethnic identity. 
However, this immigration brought along it fair share of challenges into the United States. Firstly, increased Chinese immigration into the USA has contributed to the unemployment challenge. As seen above, most Chinese immigrants are highly educated and are likely to get a job faster than others. This can create bitter sentiments about the Chinese immigrants like was the case in the 19th century when natives wanted the Chinese labourers to be rooted and consequently led to the exclusion legislation, racism and prejudice (Yung & Lee).
Moreover, Chinese immigration along with other immigrants has been attributed to increased crime rate and insecurity. Poor back ground check ups on the immigrants can provide a loop hole for individuals with criminal intent gain entry into the United States. Many Chinese immigrants who came to the USA post exclusion legislature were using fake documents claiming to children of Chinese who were already citizens (“Chinese Immigration and the Chinese in the United States”). Lastly it led to erosion of native American culture. Although cultural exchange is advantageous in promoting cultural diversity, understanding and tolerance, it is disadvantageous as it erodes the original cultures of the ethnic groups interacting thus creating a hybrid culture- an infusion of the cultures of the groups intermingling.
Chinese immigration has led to myriad social impacts in the United States. Evidently from the discourse presented in this essay, the positive impacts outweigh the negative social impacts. Promoting the labor work force, cultural exchange, tourism, education exchange programs and contributing to nation building through remitting tax revenues are just but a few positive social impacts of the Chinese immigration in the United States. Considering the hardships, racism and prejudice Chinese immigrants went through in the 19th century, it can be inferred that it took valor; insurmountable will to persevere and persistence that has seen existence of Chinese immigrants in the USA thrive.
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