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Civil rights movement in Virginia
The majority of the minority groups in the USA have experienced varied forms of segregation. The whites felt that the blacks, whom they commonly referred to as the Negroes, did not deserve to enjoy similar treatment to the one accorded to the whites. Therefore, the whites ensured they did not share the same education facilities, restaurants, and even transport facilities with the blacks. To the whites, the blacks, Asians, and other minority groups needed to be excluded from the privileges meant for the whites. The white race felt the minorities, and especially the blacks, were inferior and that they were to be treated as such. Richmond, Virginia is popular with segregation issues and civil rights movements that ultimately led to desegregation. This essay discusses the conditions and the principal factors and events that contributed to civil rights in Richmond and the destruction of segregation. 
During the segregation period in the 1950s, blacks, among the minority groups, were the mostly segregated (Lassiter, and Lewis 50). The blacks, who were commonly referred to as the Negroes, had been deemed ‘useful’ during the slave trade as sources of labor. Even after the slave trade abolition, the majority of the black community in Richmond continued to live desolate lives compared to the whites.  It appeared that the majority of the black community lived in areas without electricity, lacked inside toilets, lacked gas, and resided in unpaved streets (Guild).  Furthermore, blacks were forbidden against traversing ‘white peoples’ parks to get across another side, even if the park was between two blacks’ blocks. As long as the park was declared for use by the whites, it did not matter whether it was in the community of the black people. The blacks were highly forbidden against using it (Guild).
 Moreover, there were specific waiting rooms that were used by the whites at bus stations, as well as, separate restaurants and schools as outlined in the Jim Crow regulations (Virginia Museum of History & Culture (a)). These stipulations meant that socially, the whites assumed superiority over the blacks and additional minority groupings. People who acted contrary to these stipulations risked jail and it was, thus, significant for the black community to abide by these stipulations. 
Whereas segregation against the blacks by the white community went on in Virginia, there was a group that felt the need for desegregation. However, the motivating factor toward this group’s heightened activities is the Brown v. Board case (Shaw 474). This case became popular because the judgment declared that it was unconstitutional to segregate children racially in public schools (Powell and Criner). Since this judgment had the constitutional binding, it provided hope to those with ideas about the need for desegregation. 
Once the judges ruled about the unconstitutionality of the segregation of children in public schools, they gave the proponents of desegregation hope to fight for the rights of the oppressed. The Brown v. Board case was also unique because it came a rejoinder to the Plessy v. Ferguson case of 1896, that declared as legal, racially segregated public institutions, as long as, the institutions for whites and blacks remained equal (National Constitution Center). The Plessy v. Ferguson ruling meant that it was constitutional to bar African Americans from using and sharing the same schools, buses and other public amenities, in what came to be popularly referred to as the “Jim Crow laws” (National Constitution Center). Therefore, this ruling meant that the African American community could be segregated, constitutionally, as long as, their facilities were equal. The black community, therefore, could not legally oppose the segregation because it had been deemed constitutional by the Supreme Court’s ruling on 1896 involving Plessy v. Ferguson (National Constitution Center). 
However, the Brown v. Board ruling eliminated the segregation that existed in the ‘separate but equal’ concept, which indicated that separate races could utilize resources separately. The blacks and whites could use different schools and resources, each for its own race, but still considered equal, although it was later decreed that there was no equity as long as separation existed (Weyeneth 15). However, the Brown v. Board ruling meant that the separation between the blacks and whites in schools violated the 14th amendment (National Archives). The 14th Amendment declares that nations should not refuse equal protection of the edicts to any individual within its control (National Archives). Therefore, if the constitution does not allow people to be denied equal opportunities, then the concept of separate but equal is illegitimate by law. Hence, organizations advocating civil rights received hope from the ruling concerning Brown v. Board and they got motivated to promote the rights of all. Therefore, although the decision did not lead to desegregation instantly, it ignited the burgeoning movements fighting for human rights in the US. 
In Virginia, the court decision in Brown v. Board led black students to the decision of attending New Kent High School, which was mostly white (Virginia Museum of History & Culture (b)). Previously, black students lacked the courage to attend an all white school. However, after the court ruling, 115 black students gained the courage to attend the predominantly white school in 1968 (Virginia Museum of History & Culture (b)). However, the number of white students attending predominantly black schools was minimal. The observation that only black students appeared to move to predominantly white schools, Calvin Green’s lawsuit to challenge the desegregation process led to another important court ruling. Using the Green v. School Board of New Kent County, the court decreed that racial balance should be maintained in schools (Shaw 475). 
To determine that schools maintained racial balance, the court provided the appropriate ratio of white to black students. Additionally, the ratio could also be provided to assess the racial balance in faculties and absolute equality in transportation, facilities, and extracurricular activities.  This ratio proved fruitful because the black population percentage shifted from 32 percent to 79 percent between 1968-69 and 1970-71 respectively (Virginia Museum of History & Culture (b)).  However, maintenance of the intended racial balance in white schools could not be achieved due to the white parents’ decision to move their children to private academies in suburbs. This move also contributed to the rise in activism in civil right matters as they accused the white families for acting in contravention of the stipulated regulations pertaining to racial balance ratios. 
Richmond’s massive black population also contributed to the growth in civil rights movements. Although there was a great percentage of the black community working for minimal wages as laborers, there was a significant population of middle class blacks that constituted of lawyers, physicians, ministers, and teachers (Virginia Museum of History & Culture (a)). This new cluster of blacks could afford to pay for lawsuits and it engaged the government through sponsorship of lawsuits to challenge segregation. The constant pressure piled on the government concerning segregation and also assisted in supporting those individuals and groups among the black community, who had filed lawsuits concerning segregation related cases. 
As incidents of segregation continued to rise in the South, Virginia played a significant role on the fight against segregation. For example, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), in Virginia filed massive lawsuits compared to other states in the US (Virginia Museum of History & Culture (c)). The movements that fought for civil rights felt the need to challenge the Jim Crow regulations that appeared to make the black community second class citizens. The 1963 ruling of Johnson v. Virginia case that overturned the illegitimacy of interracial marriage also provided the civil rights group with more reasons to pressurize the government to thwart segregation (Virginia Museum of History & Culture (c)). Before this ruling in 1963, the ban on interracial marriages had been in effect in the USA and it limited the blacks’ chances of engaging in interracial marriages. The overturning of this ban in 17 states by the Johnson v. Virginia case provided hope that the black community had equal rights to life as other races. The hope drove the zeal of civil rights movements to acquire equal opportunities for all in Virginia regardless of race. Ultimately, the gains of the movements were visible in various aspects of the black community’s social lives as the region attained desegregation. 
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