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Extinction of Haiti’s Frog Species
Earthquakes and large-scale deforestation have made Haiti an ecological nightmare. The impacts of deforestation are tremendous and have already taken effect on some of the species found in Haiti. The remaining 1% of the original forests in Haiti are also under threat, and the wildlife in Haiti may also be on the verge of mass extinction (Hedges 300). However, out of the wildlife found in Haiti, scientists and biologists seem to pay particular attention to the amphibians as they believe they are the most vulnerable species. Furthermore, the decline of frogs in the natural habitat signifies a deteriorating environment. Indeed this is a problem that needs to be addressed with utmost urgency to save what is left of Haiti and its species. However, solutions can only be implemented efficiently if individuals understand the gravity of this problem hence the questions that we need to ask ourselves is who is to blame for Haiti’s ecological problems and how further extinction of the remaining amphibians can be prevented.  
When we comprehend the cause of the extinction of the frogs, we can acknowledge that human activities such as deforestation are merely to blame for this problem. While human beings may present arguments in regards to deforestation, it is an act that is not justifiable in any way as it destroys the natural habitat of some of the endangered species. In Haiti, the extinction of frogs is attributed to deforestation (Hedges 291). Consequently, 92 percent of the frog species found in the area may are threatened by massive deforestation as most of them are endangered.
In an attempt to save some of the amphibians in Haiti, a rescue mission has been initiated. The rescue mission attempts to pinpoint the locations of the existing amphibians in Haiti as well as discover new species that have not yet been documented. The mission aims to capture the frogs that are almost extinct to deep-freeze the cells as well as the captive breed to ensure that they preserve the species. Cryobanking is also another method that scientists plan to use to help preserve the species. Cryobanking is a form of DNA and cell preservation in liquid nitrogen that allows the cloning of an animal in future (Hedges). This is often the last resort to save species in the brim of extinction since it is a costly and time-consuming method.
Captive breeding is also another effort that aims to preserve endangered species. It is a method that requires a lot of effort since it entails a lot of responsibilities. It requires scientists to continually take care of the animals by feeding and breeding them (Bishop, Angulo and Lewis). While it is a process that may go on for many years, it is worth the time and effort as it enhances the survival of these species. These are much-needed programs in Haiti hence there has been a collaboration between researcher Blair Hedges and the Philadelphia Zoo with several Haiti agencies to train them on how they can have the capacity to breed the endangered species in Haiti. Also, ten different frog species from Haiti have been captured for captive breeding.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Even though deforestation has significantly affected the frog species in Haiti, some frogs have survived which means that there is still room to protect their habitat and preserve the remaining species. Also, Haiti’s current situation indicates that action needs to be taken or else mass extinction of species in Haiti will be inevitable. Despite the fact that earthquakes and hurricanes seem to have contributed to Haiti’s frog extinction, the fact is deforestation has significant impact hence individuals in Haiti should strive to find other sources of fuel to reduce the cutting down of trees.
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