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Abstract
Lagos experiences high poverty levels regardless of Nigeria being rich in oil. The essay utilizes the Rogerian argumentation model to discuss poverty in Nigeria, causes, opposing views, and common ground. It finds that there are those who believe that ignorance causes poverty. It also finds out that there is a section of people believing that corruption, and not ignorance, causes poverty. Furthermore, it argues that the government is responsible for causing poverty. Moreover, there is a need for the populace to be enlightened on how to elect credible leaders so that corruption, which also leads to poverty, can be eliminated at the government level. 
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The Rogerian argumentation model
Introduction
Many African nations and additional developing states have a problem with poverty levels. In the majority of these countries, the poverty levels are high, and many of its residents live in underprivileged dwellings without sufficient and quality access to sanitation, education, and health services. This segment, which mostly makes the majority of the population, lives deplorable lifestyles and do not contribute efficiently to the running of the economy due to their poor state. Lagos, a populous city in Nigeria, also battles with heightened poverty levels. It has been asserted that ignorance is responsible for maintaining poverty in Lagos (Osinubi, 2003). 
As at 2012, poverty levels in Nigeria had reached unparalleled levels with nearly 100 million citizens considered poor due to their inability to afford decent fundamental needs. This segment lived on less than £0.63 (less than $1) each day, despite Nigeria’s robust economy due to its richness in resources such as gas and oil (BBC News, 2012).  In 2004, a report by the National Bureau of Statistics, as cited by the BBC (2012) indicated that about 54.7 percent of Nigerians lived in ‘absolute poverty.’ However, in 2010, the figure rose to 60.9 percent, an indication of an increase in the number of citizens becoming poor. From these statistics, it is possible to observe that the number of poor residents continues to expand rather than shrinking. 
Poverty contributes to the perpetuation of ignorance in the sense that the poor cannot reflect and strategize beyond sources of meals.  Ignorance, mostly through lack of education, continues to perpetuate poverty because the residents are not equipped with the necessary information to make decisions and strategize beyond sources of meals (Osinubi, 2003).  Therefore, it is believed that ignorance plays a significant role in heightening the poverty levels in Lagos, Nigeria. 
The opposing view
However, there are those believing that ignorance is not responsible for poverty, but corruption. Corruption may involve blatant stealing of resources and public funds, misappropriation of public resources, and embezzlement for private gain (Transparency International 2018). In Nigeria, it is believed that corruption, especially in the form of misappropriation of public resources into private use dramatically contributes to the poverty levels (ActionAid, 2015). It is worth noting that Nigeria is a federal state comprising of the national and regional governments run by governors. In the majority of states where governors have been found guilty of misappropriation and conversion of public resources to private use, poverty levels were higher compared to countries with judicious governors (ActionAid, 2015). 
Furthermore, Nigeria’s Corruption Perception Index is high compared to its low score in the Human Development Index, an indication of the government’s inability or unwillingness to invest in the welfare of its citizens due to elevated corruption incidence (ActionAid, 2015). 
In a list comprising 176 countries, Nigeria takes the 136th rank, scoring 27 percent on the Corruption Perception Index 2014 (Transparency International, 2015). In support of the view concerning the relationship between corruption and poverty, Price Waterhouse Coopers (PWC) analyzed 32 studies. Prominent organizations such as the DFID, IMF, OECD, and Transparency International sponsored 20 percent of these studies (PWC, 2016). Additionally, 22 percent of these studies came from Nigerian Academics’ publications with affiliations in Nigerian Universities, while another 16 percent of these studies came from other Academics such as articles, journals, and Ph.D. publications. It is also worth noting that in-house studies evaluating the Nigerian Economy health contributed to 3 percent of the studies (PWC, 2016).  
According to a study by the IMF, as cited by PWC (2016), a change of 1 point in a country’s corruption index leads to a percentage point change of 1.2 in the country’s yearly economic growth. From an evaluation of this IMF’s study, then it can be deduced that there is a relationship between corruption, economic expansion, and poverty. This relationship exists regardless of the presence of other factors such as natural resources, initial income levels in the said economy, geographic location (such as Sub-Saharan Africa), country-specific unpredictability in the prices of commodities, and the ratio of investment to GDP average over a given period (PWC, 2016). Furthermore, it is worth noting that nations suffering from elevated corruption levels experience reduced tax revenue (PWC, 2016). This statement means that corruption hinders the effective collection of revenue because the majority of the residents may be unwilling or may devise ways of avoiding tax payment. 
In addition to the avoidance of remitting tax returns, corruption also exists in other forms, such as the ‘billion hole’ found in the gas and oil industry (Cocks & Brock, 2015). Reports indicate that Nigeria loses about $20 billion of its oil money to corrupt officials. Nigeria loses these billions due to mismanagement, waste, and cash “leakages” from oil contracts and legal opinions (Cocks & Brock, 2015). Therefore, a country rich in natural resources continues to suffer because corruption hinders the attainment of development goals. The country’s majority population continues to live deplorable lives because corruption diverts funds to private use and, therefore, there is insufficient money to run the country and meet the citizens’ needs such as infrastructure, health, education, and housing, among other significant needs (PWC, 2016). This statement means that the population continues to suffer because it cannot access quality education, for example, and therefore, there are limitations to the type of jobs the residents can access. In turn, there are limitations to the amount of money earned as wages. It can be argued that people with advanced education levels have the potential of getting better pay compared to those without formal education. Thus, if the population cannot access education, infrastructure, health, and housing services, due to corruption, then such a community is limited to living deplorable lives. They may not get the opportunity to better their lives if corruption levels continue rising. For example, it may be challenging, even for the educated residents to access quality employment, because of nepotism (PWC, 2016). Corruption breeds nepotism, such that those in power tend to employ their relatives and friends, regardless of their qualifications, thus denying qualified people the opportunity to access employment (PWC, 2016). Therefore, it can be argued that since the corruption index in Nigeria is high; qualified people are denied the opportunity to access employment. Hence, the majority cannot obtain work to better their lives, and they continue residing in deplorable dwellings in Lagos because they cannot afford decent homes. 
Describing personal views
On closer evaluation, the government, and not ignorance is responsible for the poverty levels existing in Lagos, Nigeria. This statement is based on the understanding that it is the government’s responsibility to provide the necessary resources to alleviate poverty. For example, on issues affecting education, health, and infrastructure the government bears the burden of ensuring that citizens have access to quality services. (PWC, 2016) It is the responsibility of the government to guarantee that the costs of education are not beyond the reach of its citizens. When the majority of a given nation cannot access quality education due to exorbitant fees, a country will have problems.  
Additionally, it is the government’s responsibility to deal with vices such as corruption (PWC, 2016). For a country with high corruption index, it would be better to have stringent statutes and legislation against corruption. Thus, fighting corruption requires unwavering political will and efficient enforcement systems, but Nigeria appears to lack both (Osipitan & Odusote, 2014). If the Federal government and local government authorities do not support the mechanisms to fight corruption, it will not end. The government has to show the will and capability to deal with the few oligarchies, who always benefit from corruption (Osipitan & Odusote, 2014). The police, the financial crime commission, and the judiciary need to harmonize their roles to defeat corruption (Osipitan & Odusote, 2014). This statement means that these offices need to work together in combating corruption, lest the country continues to struggle with poverty. The police need to ensure they carry out effective investigations once they are brought out to guarantee the provision of justice. Furthermore, the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) needs to liaise with enforcement authorities for investigations and arrests of culpable government officials and ministers. Once prosecuted, the judiciary should be astute in meting out justice regardless of the status and rank of the accused person (Osipitan & Odusote, 2014).  
Additionally, the government has the responsibility of guaranteeing the sustenance of equal income levels in their jurisdiction. Nigeria’s suffers from high inequality levels among its citizens, and the government needs to ensure it eliminates these gaps (Oxfam International, 2018). If there is no reduction of the gaps between the rich and the poor, poverty levels will continue to rise. Since corruption levels in Nigeria are high (ActionAid, 2015), more efforts in combating corruption need to be applied. Corrupt officials should not be allowed to continue amassing wealth at the expense of innocent citizens. Therefore, if the government implements deterrent measures, it can be argued that the amount of money getting wasted would significantly reduce. The government, in turn, would have sufficient funds to provide education, health, and infrastructural services to citizens. Moreover, nepotism would not exist, thus ensuring that citizens deserving employment accessed it. This approach would reduce the number of qualified people without jobs due to nepotism. 
Common Ground
Whereas a section of people believe that ignorance is to blame for poverty and another thinks that corruption is to blame, it is possible to find common ground. It can be deduced that corrupt individuals do not engage in their vices just because the populace is ignorant. Even in nations whose populace is deemed enlightened, there are corruption cases. This statement means that corruption is not dependent on ignorance or otherwise, but on individual characteristics. In Lagos, those corrupt individuals are only interested in amassing private wealth by misappropriating resources. They intend to shift funds meant for public development into personal and private resources, thus augmenting their wealth. From this observation, it can be observed that corruption is the primary factor contributing to poverty. Assuming that the Nigerian populace remained ignorant, but those in power decided to avoid and punish corruption, there would be sufficient money and resources to meet the needs of the citizens. There would be adequate resources to provide educational, health and infrastructural services. The government could have the money to upgrade housing units so that Lagos residents do not have to live in deplorable houses because of their inability to afford decent urban housing. Additionally, Lagos residents would have access to clean water, roads, and schools, hence elevating the literacy levels (Osinubi, 2003). 
Offering a compromise
Whereas the government has the responsibility of combating corruption, ignorance appears to harbor corruption and make it thrive (Osinubi, 2003). Citizens, regardless of their academic qualifications, need to understand their responsibility in making the government accountable. Even in instances where the populace does not access formal education, enlightenment about corruption and its consequences can be carried out in local languages. Organizations against corruption and relevant non-governmental institutions need to educate the populace about the importance of electing credible leaders. With the right information, the masses, regardless of their formal education qualification, can make effective decisions, especially during elections. There are high probabilities that the choosing of uncorrupt leaders may reduce corruption rates, compared to instances where corrupt officials are elected into offices. Therefore, the government’s inability to act on corruption can be attributed to the populace’s ignorance. Elections should be more than tribe and party affiliations. On the contrary, they should be about the choice of virtuous people.  
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