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Legalization of LGBT
LGBT is a contentious topic one that often elicits heated debate in the society. LGBT is an acronym that is used to refer to lesbians, gays, bi-sexual and transgender. It is a controversial discourse because of the divergent perspectives regarding sexual orientation as people from various religious, cultural and societal settings hold contesting stances on which is the morally acceptable sexual orientation. These sexual orientations are referred to as LGBT because of their non-conformity to the traditional heterosexuality which is a sexual attraction for the opposite gender, usually a man and woman (Cosis-Brown, and Cocker, 2).This work entails a detailed discourse on the opposing views on the legalization of LGBT and as well as its merits and demerits
Lesbian is a sexual orientation where a female gender is sexually attracted to the female gender where a gay is a male who is sexually attracted to fellow male (Cosis-Brown, and Cocker, 2). Shankle (1) refers to bisexuals are people who have a romantic attraction for both male and female genders while transgender are people to adopt a sexual orientation that is different from the biological gender assigned during birth (Shankle, 1).There a exist contrasting perspectives on LGBT orientations especially on debatable aspects of the legality of marriages, social, morals, child adoptions among others.
The mainstream hetero-normative fabric opposes legalization of LGBT because of the negative effects that LGBT has on society. However, a small section of heterosexuals supports LGBT because of equality of rights. These contesting viewpoints are discussed below as merits for those who support legalization of LGBT in the society and demerits representing the opposing views on the legalization of LGBT in the society. Proponents of LGBT support legalization of this sexual orientation because of the following reasons.
	LGBT have equal rights as the other genders, therefore, accepting them in the society would reduce discrimination, humiliation, and prejudice. In the past LGBT were subjected to unimaginable discrimination. The right to legal marital unions and inheritance of spouse property in LGBT was biased in comparison to heterosexual marriages. This led to numerous campaigns and activist from members of LGBT to have this category of sexual orientation legalized (Nadal et al.).
 Embracing LGBT reduces cases of depression and stress-related suicides among LGBT.A study conducted by King et al. (King et al., 14.) revealed that suicide preference for LGBT is higher than heterosexuals (King et al.) Another research done by (Nadal et al.) indicated that LGBT are usually subjected to witting and unwitting micro-aggression and heterosexuals (Nadal et al.). Therefore, embracing LGBT reduces stigma and suicides cases. It also promotes social cohesion as diverse sexual orientations can co-exist harmoniously respecting the choices and sexuality of the others.
	Similarly, LGBT gives parentless children a chance to have adoptive parents and family. LGBT who get married and want children often result in adoption thus reducing government expenditure on the social care of orphans. This adoption is advantageous to the society as it reduces homelessness. In fact, LGBT parents can nurture tolerance and respect for diversity in children that they adopt since they are an epitome of tolerance. They are an epitome because of the prejudice they endure in the society even after LGBT was legalized.  
	Likewise LGBT foster openness and true freedom of religion. Embracing LGBT is a clear indication that the society is moving away from the religious prejudice that is disguised as religious freedom. In fact, the opposition of LGBT is propelled by the religious beliefs that advocates for heterosexuality. (Ekwenze, 8) The society cannot purport to exercise religious freedom if it subjects those who have practices that contrast to the mainstream religious belief of heterosexuality to prejudice. Therefore, recognizing LBGT promotes the true spirit of religious freedom that is legally allowed by the law. However, LGBT has faced hostile opposition from the social and political domain because of the following arguments.
	LGBT marriages that have adopted children affect the social development of the child. The normal parenting set up should have a male father and a female mother. However, in LGBT families, this is not the case. It confuses the child as the child attempts to comprehend and learn social responsibilities. (Averett et al.) Also, children that are raised by LGBTs are often subjected to discrimination and victimization by peers at school (Copp, and Koehler). This prejudice has a detrimental effect on the emotional and mental welfare of the child. Moreover, the adoption process has become more lengthy and complex as social workers have to exercise due diligence and thorough background check up to determine the suitability of adoption (Averett et al.). Therefore, it affects heterosexual couples hoping to adopt as the process would have been shorter for them.
	Lastly, it weakens the traditional family, values and societal norms. Culture and society have dictated a societal belief that heterosexuality is the normal marital family set up. Opponents of LGBT hold the stance that LGBT erodes societal norms and morals (Ekwenze, 8). Religious culture which is the mainstream of this opposition also views LGBT as a moral degradation and a transgression before the Supreme Being they worship (Ekwenze 4).
LGBT is a controversial topic especially politically. During the period leading to the legalization of LGBT marriages, it always elicits hot political debate as politicians were using their opinions on this dicey subject to gain political mileage. These debates are founded on social-political perspectives. As seen in the above discourse, LGBT has both positive and negative impacts on societies. Nevertheless is it a societal trend that is here to stay, as it has been legalized in many parts of the globe. I, therefore, recommend that LGBT be shown tolerance and respect to foster harmonious co-existence where every citizen enjoys equal rights irrespective of their sexual orientation.
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