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Reflection on Service Learning
Service-learning refers to a reflective, highly integrative, strength-based, contextualized and long-term pedagogy that emphasizes on instilling community consciousness and engagement in educational learning. It is an experiential model that integrates community service into learning to enrich the learning and foster civic awareness and responsibility (Bandy). It is a learning approach where learners utilize their knowledge and skills to address community problems. Students often are riddled with expectations when embarking on service learning however their experiences may much up to the expectation or fail. 
The expectation is the anticipation that that something will be fulfilled or happens in the future according to the desired prediction. (Bialosky et al. 3) defined expectation as a strong belief and anticipation that a particular result will happen (Bialosky et al. 3). On the other hand, experience is mastery of knowledge, skills, and perceptions through exposure to a situation or a process (Taylor, and Cranton 342). Expectations and experience are a core concept in service learning.
When the service learning project started, I expected that classroom learning would be enriched with field work in the community and the knowledge and skills gained through lecture room pedagogy to be put to practice out in the field as the students and I strive to provide solutions to community problems that can be addressed by the knowledge gained. I expected that this practical work would yield rich and valuable experiences to me as a learner and help me gain deeper comprehension and draw meaningful judgment. The service learning project has surpassed my expectations. It was such an integrative enriching and experiential learning process.
	During my first week in service, I managed to tutor a student on pre-calculus. I explained the concept and gave examples that helped the student to comprehend the concept and apply it. It was such an interactive approach to dispense knowledge to the needy members of the school community. I also got tutoring that helped me transition into more advanced calculus. Interestingly most pre-calculus students I helped raised questions that would also ask when I was in pre-calculus stage. I would ponder and attempt to solve problems alone but thanks to the service learning, we were able to interact and discuss these problems. Students will have varying stances on how to solve problems at the end we did find a common solution. This improved my knowledge and enriched my experience in mathematics. 
In the course of the service learning project, I have gained a better comprehension of mathematics and grown passionate about sharing my knowledge with those in need of help. However, at one particular time, I was disappointed by a student I was tutoring in mathematics because the student was absent-minded doing her homework. At first, I could not recall how to approach a certain computation but I soon recalled and guided her in solving the problem. She hastily said thank you, filled in the answer and left. It was disappointing as the student was not keen to comprehend and apply the concept. 
Later on, she invited me to the tutoring center where we spent four hours coaching her and she understood the concept. The next time we met she informed me that she got full marks on the topic. It was so fulfilling to know that I helped somebody improve their performance by guiding her and sharing my knowledge. Also, the project has improved my knowledge as I got to share with other tutors. I learned many things I did not know and was able to view problems in many other different perspectives. In my viewpoint, service learning is a beneficial learning model especially for the students and the community; therefore, it should be adopted widely by learning institutions. 
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