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The Mural of William of Orange and the Battle of Boyne
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The battle of Boyne
The battle of Boyne took place from the 1st of July 1690 across Boyne River, north of Dublin (Sabur). This famous battle involved William of Orange and Catholic James II, his uncle and father-in-law. It is worth noting that, not long ago before this battle, William had been installed as monarch of England, Ireland, and Scotland (BBCa). Each side had an army and they were using the River Boyne as the frontier, with William of Orange being the commander of the army on the north side, and James II being the commander of the army on the south side. It is also worth mentioning that James II, the Catholic king, had been dethroned by William the year prior to this battle (Sabur). 
James sought absolute rule and he devised ways of ensuring that he achieved that objective. James’ determination was to expand the Catholic populace, but the Protestant nobles feared that James could use his success to undermine the Protestants (BBCa). Therefore, these nobles, afraid that James was instituting a Catholic imperial empire, sent William to dethrone him (O’Brien). William succeeded in seizing his uncle’s throne. However, it is worth noting that James decided not to challenge William and was thus captured and later permitted to escape to France in exile. James had good relations with France and the French King Louis XIV was generous to provide James with all the necessary troops for the battle (Sabur). In Europe, no other country surpassed France in military power at the time and Louis also detested William greatly (Brown). Therefore, the King could not hesitate to supply any necessary resources to whosoever would ensure that William was defeated. 
James felt humiliated after losing his crown to William and he intended to attack England with the aim of regaining his throne. Therefore, James felt that Ireland would provide the pathway to invade England, especially based on the observation that Ireland was predominantly Catholic (BBCa). 
William’s desire was to ensure that King Louis XIV’s reign and dominance in Europe was halted (BBCa). After his induction as a monarch of England, Ireland, and Scotland, William believed he had the necessary resources to halt King Louis XIV’s Europe dominance and he relied on the Scotland, England, and Ireland crowns. However, James’ army posed a great threat to William’s achievement of his objective. William thus decided to assemble a massive army that could render James’ forces powerless (BBCa). 
Thus, on June 14, William landed in Ireland with a massive invasion force comprising of over 1000 horses. Additionally, William also had the support of the Danish, Germans, Dutch, and French Protestants (Sabur).  It is worth noting that in France, Louis did not hesitate to persecute Protestants and therefore, the battle provided French Protestants with the opportunity to fight along William against the James and King Louis XIV (Sabur). 
Interestingly, whereas William received massive support from Protestants, he also received the backing of the Pope Alexander VIII (BBCa). Whereas William’s army was composed of the Danish, Germans, Dutch, and French Protestants, James’ army constituted of Irish infantrymen armed with just farm tools and scythes. However, regardless of their inferiority, James’ army had augmented morale. 
William, in his pursuit of James, took upon himself to inspect the crossing point of the Boyne River and in the process; Jacobite officers shot him (BBCa). It was thought that William succumbed to the bullet wound but, he only had a grazed shoulder. Compared to James, William at 40 years was a bit young. James, in his late fifties, appeared to be a contrast of the young energetic commander he once was (BBCa). The fight at Boyne took about four hours and William’s army defeated James’ army. James ordered his army to retreat and he eventually got back to exile. William reached Dublin and in 1691, he eventually signed the Treaty of Limerick to secure his reconquest of Ireland (BBCa). 
William’s victory brought hope to the Protestants because it reversed the military conquests of Louis XIV to conquer Europe. Furthermore, William’s victory brought much joy to the Protestants because it translated to freedom (Brown). The victory made the English speaking nations to embrace Protestantism to the extent that the event is still celebrated in Northern Ireland on July 12 (Sabur). 
The significance of William’s victory is thus the rise in Protestantism in Northern Ireland (Brown). The people felt secure that King Louis was not carrying out the conquests and they could thus practice Protestantism. Moreover, North Ireland felt safe because William brought a transition from the monarchs’ direct rule as was experienced during James’ reign to a parliamentary system (Brown).  This system of government is popular in Europe and especially Ireland and makes William popular because it is attributed to his reign. 
Furthermore, William’s victory also led to the Protestant Ascendancy. The Protestant elite in Ireland, in attempts to ensure its victory, was consolidated, enacted some Penal Laws, which were devised to isolate the Catholic elite from power and property ownership (BBCb). These laws contributed to the growth of Protestantism in Ireland because they were meant to discriminate against Catholics in owning property or accessing powerful positions while giving the Protestants the power to amass and protect their wealth (Brown 11). However, there were additional challenges for the Irish Protestants because they had not achieved the majority support in terms of parliamentary powers. In England, the Protestant elite had won powers for their parliament after the battle of Boyne. However, the Protestants in Ireland had not and this brought about conflicts as they tried to ensure their victory was consolidated in Ireland (BBCb). 
The mural of William of Orange
This mural came to be after Williams’ win over James at the battle of Boyne. A century after the battle, the Orange Order was instituted with the intention of celebrating William’s victory (Rolston). The Protestants regard the mural as a commemorator of the liberty, laws, and religion, which they came to enjoy after William defeated James and the Orange Order has become an annual celebration event known as ‘the Twelfth’ (Alpha History).  Protestants would march with banners and bands as they commemorated their ‘freedom’ attained through William’s sacrifice. The banners showcased scenes of importance such as biblical stories and the imperial power of the British regime (Rolston). Rather than commemorate William’s victory once each year, it was decided that there was a need to celebrate him daily. This new decision saw the transfer of the image onto gable walls, where people could view the image daily than having just to wait for July 12 when it would be carried around by the members of the Orange Order (Rolston). 
Artists have done extremely well to paint the mural bearing William’s image as North Ireland’s hero (Alpha History). The Protestants feel obliged to honor William because of guaranteeing the Protestants victory over Catholicism. William’s mural is found at the corner of Sandy Row and Linfield Road (Alpha History). All those who view the mural are drawn to learn or remember William’s devotion and sacrifice to save Ireland from Catholicism influence. Furthermore, William’s mural is also significant because of William’s role in defining the politics of the United Kingdom. After defeating James at the battle of Boyne, William embarked on a mission that promoted the parliamentary system of governance (Brown). This type of governance came to be effected on the UK government and therefore, William is remembered as the leader that changed UK’s system of governance. Locals and foreigners can learn of the leader that changed the political system. 
The murals of William of Orange, for example, is a constant reminder of the North Ireland people of their association with a Dutch Protestant, who went on to become the monarch of England, Ireland, and Scotland. Just as England was highly regarded during the late 17th century after the battle of Boyne, so was it being regarded with esteem in the 20th century by North Ireland due to William’s role (Sabur). It can be argued that the Protestants did not want to lose the ‘status quo’ of having to recognize and associate England with their freedom. Therefore, the Protestants wanted to be made part of the United Kingdom, to retain their ‘place’ in the ‘liberal’ world. However, the Catholics in North Ireland, who constituted the minority, did not want to associate themselves with the United Kingdom. On the contrary, they wanted to be part of North Ireland, and not the UK, which they deemed to be their enemy due to the popularity of Protestantism. Hence, the effects of the battle of Boyne came to affect North Ireland many centuries later and they were visible in the Trouble of North Ireland.  
The Trouble of North Ireland
This period termed as the Trouble of Ireland constituted a three-decade conflict between 1968 and 1998, involved the unionists on the one side, and Republicans and nationalists on the other (BBCc).  The unionists, composed of Protestant majority wished to remain under the United Kingdom, while the republicans and nationalists, comprised of the Catholic minority, wanted to remain under the Republic of Ireland. Thus, the two sides continued to engage in the conflicts due to their varying agendas. This issue was significant to North Ireland because it touched on the constitutional status of the country (BBCc). 
However, the differences between the groups can be traced back to the outcome of the battle of Boyne. When William won the battle and James went back to exile in France, the Protestants felt happy to get their ‘freedom’ (Sabur). The Protestants came to associate themselves with King William and his reign because he was also a Protestant. To the Protestants in North Ireland, they were comfortable being ruled from England by William rather than being ruled by a Catholic in North Ireland. Therefore, the Protestants in North Ireland associated themselves with England because of their love for King William. The Murals are also a testament to the association of North Ireland with England due to King William.
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