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Being a Black Teacher during the Great Depression
Introduction 
The Great Depression is a significant historical event in the American society. The depression was a time that shaped the culture, economics, social structure, and political systems in America. One of the significant issues that occurred during the Great Depression involved the rapid and diverse changes that occurred in the American education system. During the Great Depression, public schools were highly affected especially following the end of the First World War. Teachers faced some of the hardest and daunting times during the Great Depression as Americans sought to rebuild their economy to its former glory. The American education system witnessed increased changes from new instruction methods, instruction tools, teaching of character, economic education, and civic education among other changes. However, the key issue that was of paramount significance during the 1930s and 1940 was the experience of teachers. Public schools teacher underwent increased challenges including African American teachers. This was a time when the principles of teaching or educators in terms of resilience, developing lessons, and enhancing curriculum were embedded to support the future education system. The following paper aims at reviewing the historical issues surrounding teacher experiences including the experiences of African American teachers as well as that of general or mostly White teachers. 
Historical Debate
Before even the great depression, America was still a highly divided society from cultures, civil rights, economically, and even political structures. Race was a major issue during the Great Depression especially when it came to the education system. In 1933, white educators converged to debate about the issue of education for citizenship in America’s bi-racial civilization[footnoteRef:1]. This was because the education system was divided between white and colored school systems. The main contention was how to integrate the different systems into one. Liberals supported the teaching of black related issues including black history and achievements[footnoteRef:2]. However, the schools remained separate but equal. Despite all this, black teachers were able to develop numerous approaches on how to teach about race through their documented everyday practices in teaching journals, textbooks, and seminar proceedings from both black and white education associations. Through their daily classroom practices, black teachers taught about the issue of race in a manner that openly defied assertions of white superiority while promoting positive black racial identity[footnoteRef:3].  [1:  Zoë, Burkholder, “Education for Citizenship in a Bi-Racial Civilization” Black Teachers and the Social Construction of Race, 1929–1954." Journal of Social History 46, no. 2 (2012): 336.
]  [2:  Zoë, Burkholder, “Education for Citizenship in a Bi-Racial Civilization” Black Teachers and the Social Construction of Race, 1929–1954." Journal of Social History 46, no. 2 (2012): 336.]  [3:  Zoë, Burkholder, “Education for Citizenship in a Bi-Racial Civilization” Black Teachers and the Social Construction of Race, 1929–1954." Journal of Social History 46, no. 2 (2012): 360.] 

The second argument of this historical issue surrounds the experiences of teachers during the great depression expressed through the magazine, Grade Teacher. In this aspect, teachers all over America, especially whites underwent a challenging experience from finding permanent jobs, getting a salary, leaving a married life, planning new lessons, and even learning to invest[footnoteRef:4]. Teachers were not allowed to be married and were viewed as offering service to humanity. Moreover, they were not allowed to be homeowners, where they mostly lived in isolation[footnoteRef:5]. These experiences led to new and improved instruction and curriculum developments as well as changes in how teaching was approached in a broader context.  [4:  Bellows, Elizabeth and Field, Sherry L., "The great depression and elementary school teachers as reported in Grade Teacher magazine," American Educational History Journal 39, no. 1/2 (2012): 69.
]  [5:  Bellows, Elizabeth and Field, Sherry L., "The great depression and elementary school teachers as reported in Grade Teacher magazine," American Educational History Journal 39, no. 1/2 (2012): 69.] 

One of the areas where the two articles agree is on developing new instruction and curriculum materials. This involved developing creative learning materials and content. For instance, the teachers who reported their experiences in the Grade Teacher magazine highlighted teaching good character, nutrition, and economic principles to students[footnoteRef:6]. This was something that was not present during the Great Depression. Conversely, black teachers emphasized the significance of teaching cleanliness, health, morality, and ethics to students[footnoteRef:7]. Therefore, both whites and blacks developed similar strategies in introducing new topics or materials that were not present in the public education system. Moreover, the two articles also agree on the challenges that teachers faced despite their race. This included mistreatment, abuse, losing jobs, and constant lack of basic rights. Both white and black teachers faced the same discrimination and challenges associated with the education system.  [6:  Bellows, Elizabeth and Field, Sherry L., "The great depression and elementary school teachers as reported in Grade Teacher magazine," American Educational History Journal 39, no. 1/2 (2012): 69.]  [7:  Zoë, Burkholder, “Education for Citizenship in a Bi-Racial Civilization” Black Teachers and the Social Construction of Race, 1929–1954." Journal of Social History 46, no. 2 (2012): 342.] 

Nonetheless, the two arguments disagreed when it came to the teaching context or approaches especially when it came to race. Black teachers taught about race with an approach that reinforced the black racial identity. They taught students that blacks had the same intellectual and biological equality as whites[footnoteRef:8]. This approach enabled blacks to develop their own racial identity rather than continue believing assumption about white supremacy. For the teachers who reported on the Grade Teacher magazine, racial bias or discrimination was not highlighted at all. Overall, this illustrates the hardships faced by all teachers as a whole and the added difficulties faced by black teachers especially in teaching the issue of race in a racially disparate civilized America. It is these important experiences witnessed during the Great Depression that were expressed through different individual and means that signify the cultural, social, and political changes of the 1930s or during the Great Depression.     [8:  Zoë, Burkholder, “Education for Citizenship in a Bi-Racial Civilization” Black Teachers and the Social Construction of Race, 1929–1954." Journal of Social History 46, no. 2 (2012): 342.] 

Conclusion
The readings on teacher’s experiences during the Great Depression have offered me a new understanding of how different historical issues were recorded and expressed with different and similar explanations. The readings offer different and similar experiences about teachers that were inspired by cultural, racial, economic, and social aspects of the historical event. Furthermore, the readings are relevant in today’s recording of history especially in terms of racial differences. In today’s society, historical records of significant events should seek to get the different perspectives of different social groups to understand their experiences. Being of white racial background and having witnessed the debates surrounding race, I believe that it is high time that people appreciated the racial diversity as a unique advantage. This is especially in recording and understanding America’s history as we progress through time. As Americans, race issues have for long hampered significant gains in many areas and it is high time that the issue was addressed by appreciating each race as well as their contributions and experiences in the American journey. 
The current readings can help to address a current national issue. Firstly, it highlights how racial discrimination has been used to deprive others especially minorities. Racial differences do not help in solving anything especially based on American history. As evidenced in the articles, minorities were segregate causing to increased prejudice and discrimination that led to injustices. However, if the American society aims at empowering minorities and removing racial barriers from the social system, a lot can change in America. Issues such as crime, poverty, healthcare, and unemployment could be addressed. I believe that Americans should appreciate and foster minorities to ensure a just and equal society. 
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