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Modernism vs Post modernism
Theorists suggest that the 20th century was divided into modernism and postmodernism where the latter emerged as a response to modernism. Even though the two concepts are considered to be aspects of the same movement, they have significant differences. These differences clarify the ways of thinking that led to these movements. However, it is imperative to analyze the meaning, ideas, and philosophies of these two concepts to understand them in detail. Modernism which happened in the early 20th century was a radical approach that aimed to change the perception of life, science, politics, architecture, literature, music and science. In modernism, human intellect sought to improve the environment through the significant change of thought. Postmodernism, on the other hand, is described as a reaction of modernism which was influenced by the discontentment after World War II. It is a revision of modernist ideas and a rejection of its basic tenets (Henderson and DeLong 238). The ideas in postmodernism have changed different developments in the society including environmental design, economy, and culture towards the end of the 20th century.
To understand the shift from modernism to postmodernism and the influence that postmodernism had on the society and environmental design, it is essential to delve into the philosophies and ideas of modernism and postmodernism. As mentioned earlier, modernism is a series of radical movements in literature, music, art, intellectual history, and photography. The liberal approach aimed to change the perception of modern civilization towards life. Modernism entailed the works of artists who were not scared of change and had the notion that earlier aesthetic conventions were becoming outdated (Henderson and DeLong 238). Moreover, the European culture had started growing lethargic, complacent and too corrupt hence the dissatisfaction motivated the artists and other thinkers to explore other alternatives. Consequently, modernist movements such as symbolism in poetry, cubism in arts and Atonality in music emerged exploring the political, social and economic aspects of industrialization.
Despite the radical approach applied in modernism, it is also described as a philosophy that arises from enlightenment. The aim of enlightenment was scientific discovery, freedom from superstition, empirical evidence, and foundation of philosophy. With regards to philosophy, Flaubert, Freud, Friedrich, Marx, and Kant are identified as some of the philosophers that contributed to modernism (Hoffmann 167). For instance, Freud offered views on the subjective states involved with the unconscious mind while Friedrich advocated a philosophy that the will of power was far more important than things or facts (“Modernism 4). While all this information regarding philosophy is essential, it is also worth noting that rationality is used as the standard of knowledge in modernism since it can be used to ascertain the objective truth. 
Postmodernism is regarded as the critical response of the assumptions made in modernism regarding language, culture, and identity and it symbolizes the end of a universal worldview. Postmodernism rejects explicitly rationality that provides an intellectual foundation that seeks to build a better world. This automatically denies the rationality aspect as applied and explained in modernism. Postmodernism is more than the intellectual mood as it also involves cultural expression that questions the principles, values, and ideals of modernism. This is evident in today’s society as the cultural expression can be reflected in theatre, art, and architecture as it is mostly focused on the social aspect of the society.
The inception of postmodernism obviously led to the abandonment of modernism. Postmodernists have given numerous reasons as to why there was a shift from modernism to postmodernism. One of the reasons provided in regards to this shift is that postmodernism was central to modern thinking, and it had promised on the progress of science and the enlightenment, something that modernism had not achieved. Another reason provided by postmodernists is that modernism failed to live up to its goals and claims (“Modernism” 6 ). Specifically, the values applied in modernism were met with a lot of resistance and contradiction when they produced weapons that resulted in massive killings. There was a lot of questioning in regards to the culture in modernism as culture influences values. As a result, postmodernism was born. 
Modernism also raised a lot of controversy because of its rejection of tradition. Modernism emphasized on all other aspects such as experimentation, freedom of expression, radicalism, and primitivism neglects conventional expectations. Furthermore, art and music in modernism alienated some audiences. For instance, in music, the depiction of non-conventional sexuality, a weird combination of motifs in surrealism and rejection of original plots in literature alienated some audiences(“Modernism 6). Alienation in the form of art and alleged elitism in modernism was another reason for the shift from modernism to postmodernism.
The shift from modernism to postmodernism came with some changes including the environmental design. Unlike modernism, postmodernism is particular on historical memories of styles and building types. The idea behind architectural design in postmodernism is to incorporate decorative and past building elements understood by the public, the patrons of art and the architects (Zube and Moore 80).These environmental designs were meant to eliminate elitism that existed during modernism period. The buildings are designed to portray unity as Frank Lloyd suggests that a structure should be one great thing. Today, postmodernism in environmental design is expressed in the city of Las Vegas.
When it comes to aesthetics, postmodernism works better for people compared to modernism. Research by Henderson and DeLong on aesthetics and dressing and shows how postmodernism works with people’s different styles in dressing (237).The research is conducted on fifteen college students, and the results indicate that indeed postmodernism works better in dressing aesthetics. Postmodernism is described as a concept that emanates from the desire to get change. It is a way of exploring change. Henderson and DeLong conclude that the idea of postmodernism for progressive change is evident in the world of fashion where people seek for new identification through new trends by replacing the prevailing trends which relate to postmodernism(248).This also relates to arts and music hence post modernism works best when aesthetics are concerned.
However, the concepts and ideas in post modernism have raised issues that have made the ideas and philosophy of modernism questionable. It is evident that traits in postmodernism continue to influence contemporary design. Even though postmodernism has affected our societies for a long time including our cultures and the graphic design, it is inevitable that a new critical paradigm may emerge and influence the society and cultures differently. As to whether or not postmodernism has delivered its promises is another controversial matter. However, based on the existing theories and research, we can deduce that since it has succumbed to many controversies and contradictions, postmodernism has failed to accomplish some of its goals and promises. However, on the brighter side postmodernism has influenced society and our cultures in a way that modernism could not.
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