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Family’s Role in Supporting and/or Denying the Addictive Behavior
There are various roles played by the family members in the case study in reinforcing the father’s addictive behavior of alcoholism. The roles of the hero, the mascot, the lost child, the scapegoat, and the caretaker (Roles in Addiction 1-2) are all evidenced in the case where LeRoy is the addict. The heroic role is played by Mary who is the mother in the family. Mary does her best to ensure that everyone in the family appears contented. In the role of the caretaker, the members of the society perceive this family as one of the most admirable. Mary does not take it as a problem that her husband is addicted to alcohol as long she gets her share of his pay even if it means following him to the club to collect the cash (PCN-275 Portrait of a Family ).
Mary also plays the role of scapegoat by diverting attention from LeRoy to other issues. For instance, when John walks out in a bid to help the father, Mary tries to divert his attention to other issues, such as homework and past misdeeds (PCN-275 Portrait of a Family n.d.). Harry is also in the role of a scapegoat as he uses the television to make family members realize the father’s addiction problem and also helps the mother in yelling at John at a time when he could take the chance to speak up about the addiction problem and the need for positive intervention.
June, the third-born in the family, plays the role of the lost child by running away from the problem and the associated consequences. When she hears the father yelling, she rushes into her room and locks herself inside and maintains silence throughout the episode that sees the father locked out.
Potential Impact of Treatment on Creating or Recreating a Balanced Family System
Treatment for addiction involves a focus not only on the use of drugs or alcoholism but also the impacts on the entire family system. For Hartford’s family, the addiction of the father, LeRoy, has affected everyone with each presenting different characteristics in reaction to their father’s drunkenness. It is evident that the father felt accepted in the family at some point in his drinking life when the eldest son, Harry, ensured there was a place for him to rest, switch on the television and watch until sleep overtook him. However, it reached a point where no one cared and instead each adopted the strategy that would shut down the problem as a non-existent one.
The problem of denial which is evidenced in this case can be solved by facing the reality of life. The mother, Mary, needs to admit that there is a problem that needs to be solved. Communication would go a long way in offering a solution and yielding a balanced family system (Dayton, n.d.). At some point in the case study, Mary makes an excuse about the husband’s drinking behavior and this yields a little change as the latter tries to cut down alcoholism. This has the implication that careful and strategic communication which involves all the members can help the addict to perceive his problem and the challenges caused to the family members. This would be a critical part of treatment as it would not only ensure a halt to alcoholism but also the negative consequences of the same to the family (Dayton, n.d.).  
Discuss the potential impact of family attitudes and behaviors on the individual's recovery from substance use and addictive disorders; how family support, or lack thereof, can influence the outcome of the addicted individual in the story; and how the roles and rules within the family system may change when the recovery process starts.
Family attitudes and behaviors, particularly in Hartfod family’s case, can deter the individual’s recovery for addiction. It is evident that every family member takes the addictive problem as something normal just like play for a child. The father, LeRoy does not get the moral support required to make him reconsider his position in drinking. He presents a situation where he is happier in the bar than at home. The family’s attitudes and behaviors seem to escalate the addiction problem as even the children perceive their father as a threat rather than someone with whom they can interact. It emerges that LeRoy has only two places where he feels like home: the bar and the workplace, such that he is in the bar whenever he has cash and goes to work diligently despite the addiction to alcohol. The implication is that if money was in abundance, then the club would be his favorite place and would never be convinced to stop drinking. 
The recovery process can change LeRoy to perceive home as a place to be as it would sensitize family members to offer the support required in making such a possibility. Mary would take up the role of realizing the problem and enabling others in the family to perceive it as such. Every family member would undergo therapy that would enable them perceive their self-worth as well as their father’s worth. The realization of LeRoy’s worth in the family would enable everyone’s collaboration in supporting the recovery process and perceiving their father as part of the family. 
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