Surname 1

Name:
Instructor:
Course:
Date:
Supernaturalism
There are several explanations that emerge among philosophers, scientists, and the lay men in alignment with God’s existence. The argument is a heated debate with each side trying to offer evidence in a bid to convince others that theirs is the point to go for. There are criticisms, however, on each side of the debate and the outcome is that no one really knows whether God exists or not. The idea of the soul and body as two distinctive elements is also an argument of concern among humankind. In this task, I argue for the existence of God and also the interdependence between the mind and body.  
God’s Existence is a Reality
Within the philosophical arguments of whether God exists or not, I would support the argument that God exists. There are several theories put forth by various philosophers in their bid to convince others that God truly exists. Thomas Aquinas is one of the philosophers who prominently argued for God’s existence and utilized the notion of five laws all founded on a quest to prove that God exists. Borrowing from the first law put forth by Aquinas, motion of objects can be caused by a force beyond once understanding (Sober 45). There are several occurrences experienced by humans in this world and which can only be explained by focusing on the existence of a Supreme Being. 
While there have been explanations as to the origin of human being among the supporters of evolution, no one has ever explained how the idea of having a soul came about. The origin of the air that all living beings breathe to keep alive has never been a point of focus in explaining why there is life on earth. Life alone can be used to explain the existence of an unknown force which is necessary for various occurrences on earth to continue. Such a force can only be God, the one in whom individuals believe without seeing but through the day to day experiences and the fact of having been created.    
Based on the theory of evolution and creationism, I would argue for the existence of God as the creator of everything seen and unseen on earth. While there may be faults in my argument, the faults in the evolutionary theory also exist in the way the evolutionists explain the existence of human beings who originated from an ancestor whose features are those of an ape. The latter is a living being whose origin is unexplained. Evolutionists, such as Charles Darwin, argue that human beings came into existence as a result of the natural selection which brought about various adaptations for the sake of survival. As a personal opinion, I would argue that evolutionists are not outright in their descriptions as human beings could have ended up being something else for which they would be the ancestor. 
The notion of naming various apes in alignment with the features that emerged overtime and which were perceived as developments toward becoming humankinds is particularly interesting. One is made to believe that the humans we have today are Homosapiens, a term used to refer to “intelligent man.” However, the idea of an ape evolving into a human being appears illogical in that there probably should be human beings in existence and no ape at all. This brings the conclusion that the ape and human beings are two distinct creatures that happened as a result of someone else and that could only be God. He created the apes, human beings and everything else that enables the survival and existence of every other being on earth. I am of the opinion that if humans evolved from apes then the former could also have evolved into something else.
Criticisms in alignment with the Aquinas arguments are several. In alignment with Aquinas’ first law, Sober uses Newton’s law to oppose the idea of motion and argues that a force is necessary for an object to accelerate but not necessarily to cause the motion (46). In this sense, Aquinas is faulted for arguing that everything must have a cause, including the events experienced on a day to basis. 
The creation story is faulted in arguing about the existence of God who created humans. Evolutionists, in particular, argue that every living being on earth has a common ancestry. In alignment with this claim, I would argue that human beings could also be an ancestor of another being. Why is it that human beings closed the evolutionary story after the ape evolved so many times to become the human beings that exist on earth today? 
Theories of the Mind
There are various distinctions between the mind and the body, a fact that drives the idea that the soul or mind never dies like the body. The latter is considered to be material while the former is immaterial. The soul cannot be seen by the eyes of an individual but its existence is a fact that no one can deny as it is through it that one lives. Aristotle argues that there are three kinds of soul. The first soul is concerned with metabolic processes, such as growth, and is referred to as the nutritive soul (Jones 6). This soul is with every living being. The second soul comprises of elements of sensory experiences and is referred to as sentient or sensitive soul. It is the soul that absorbs the pains and pleasures experienced by the animals. The third soul entails the abilities to think and act and is only in human beings that this is actualized. This soul is referred to as the rational soul and is the basis for the definition of humankind as rational beings (Jones 6).
According to Plato, the soul never dies but the body. The soul is the life of an individual and this yields the claim that no one dies. At death, the soul and all its characteristics remain alive. Plato argues that the soul has the capacity to be separate from the body but this can only happen at death. The soul differs from the body significantly and can survive independently (Jones, 7). A major criticism of Plato’s view is that he presents the body as a prison for the soul without clarifying why the soul is always bound in the body despite the differences (Robinson, 2). 
Aristotle is of the view that the soul and body are two interdependent elements and none can survive independently. Soul is the life of a living being. In this sense, Aristotle considers the soul as the form of life while the body is the matter in which this form exists. As such, when a person dies, both the body and soul die and none survives the other. I would agree with Aristotle’s argument because an individual never grows again after death, never thinks, and never feels the sensation of what goes around. As such, death means the end of life where both the matter and form of life no longer exist or function (Jones, 7). 
Aquinas argues that both the soul and the body must exist for humans’ desire of happiness to be accomplished. He argues that resurrection of the body after death is the only way through which immortality for both the soul and body is attained. Without resurrection, Aquinas argues that human’s existence would have been in vain since happiness would never be attained as per the desire of every human who lives.	`	
	 The mind-body dualism was first popularized by Descartes who argued that the mind and body are two distinct elements that can be separated. This complicates the theory of the mind as it is not clear how the body can live without the mind or soul (Robinson 4). 
Conclusion
The idea of God’s existence is one that appears complicated, particularly because there are strong criticisms for every theory that explains the same. However, there are theories that appear to offer credibility in alignment with the existence of God, such as the existence of some causal situations that are complex as well as the creation theory. The mind-body dualism is another complex phenomenon with the argument that the two elements can survive independently. The body needs the soul as its source of life. One’s the soul is no more, the individual is dead. When one claims that the soul can survive independently, it is not clear how this can happen, particularly because the soul is immaterial. When Descartes claims that the body can survive without the mind, there is no clarity as to how this can happen. 
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