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Gender in America
	Like in most other patriarchy societies, the subject of gender in America has historically been the centre of social attention. Traditionally, women have always been treated as the lesser beings, and subjected to subordination and objectification. Even though the women have continuously fought for their rightful position in the American society, they have not yet achieved total equality with their male counterparts. Due to the status of women in the American society, authors have often used their literary work, as an allegory of the position of women in a patriarchy society; depicting their struggles, oppression, and the injustices committed against them. Furthermore, in most literary works the subject of gender, often intersects with other equally sensitivity subjects such as race and class. For instance, in her novel The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison depicts how the ideals of the mainstream culture leads to the misery and fracture in the lives of her black female characters. The racism inbuilt in color and beauty destroys those who struggle to reach them, causing the inner destruction; sometimes this suffering leads to madness. This paper will have a critical look at the subject of gender in America in reference Toni Morrison’s “The bluest Eye” and argue that subordination, objectification and oppression of women strongly typify gender in America.
Morrison depicts the black women in regard to the pressure they suffer from the white women, the men in their lives, and the society at large, in search of their own identity.  Diase explains that,  with the black women are debarred from the world of love and affection in which a male figure is the major element of their captivity in madness, silence, sexual abuse and hopelessness (1). These desperate and isolated women are not able to move out of a life of unfulfilled desires. For instance, the narrator, talking about Pauline notes that “Fantasies about men and love and touching were drawing her mind and hands away from her work” (113).  Also, the narrator indicates that her mother used to sing songs of a man who left her. As a result, the narrator also started visualizing and aspiring for a life with “my man, who, before leaving me, would love me” (47).  In the same manner, the protagonists longed for the love and affection of her father. In all these cases, dependency of women on men is depicted. Every woman thinks that her happiness would be derived from having a loving relationship with the men in their lives. Therefore, the women are not able to develop their own identity without the assurancebbbbbbb of men.
In the same manner, the female characters in Morrison’s novel are living in a world that is typified by its blackness, and a white society that both infringes and denies it. Daise notes that the disparaging impact of the white society against the black women could be expressed as an outright form of physical violence (2). None the less Morrison depicts violence as a psychic rather than a physical element.  The young black girls suffer the bigotry of the white ruling class. What is more, they also seem invisible to their parents, who reduce them to invisible items or failures. For instance, the narrator indicates that when Mr. Henry came to live in their house, she and her sister were not introduced to him. Rather, they were “merely pointed out” as if they were some items (30). As a result, when they are growing up, the girls undermined themselves on the basis of their color and the feeling that they do not matter in the society. This effect reduces their self-esteem and respect, making them dependent on men for respect and affection.
Subordination is another element that has historically surrounded the notion of gender in the US. One form of subordination of women is depicted in gender roles, a picture that is clearly portrayed by Morrison. Just like in the real American society, the roles of women in The Bluest Eye are defined in the kitchen or in the homestead; where they are supposed to take care of their husbands and children. For instance, Pauline indicates that while her brothers joined the army, two of her sisters got married, while she dropped out o school to help with the household chores. Alternatively, her mother got a job to clean and cook for a white minister (127). In the same manner, after she got married to Cholly, they moved to the north so that her husband could get a job in the steel plant, while she “set about housekeeping” (127). Also, the narrator’s mother is mostly depicted in the kitchen doing household chores, or chatting off at home with her fellow womenfolk.
All these cases point out that the position of the woman in the American society is in the homestead. This limits her ability to develop herself, and confines her in the homestead, thus increasing her dependency on her husband. She solely takes on the roles of care giving to the children, and housekeeping, while the husband advance their careers in the army or in other industries (Saul 12). As such, in regard to Sultana’s definition of subordination of women, the inferior status of women, their limited  access to resources and their restrictions in terms of decision making is a depicted of  patriarchal domination versus the woman subordination that has historically tainted the American society (7). In the same line, the inferior position of the women in the American society renders them unable to move out of the gender defined roles.
For instance, by moving out of school in order to assist in taking care of the home, Pauline missed the opportunity of advancing her educational and career prospects, in a way that she could have authority over her life. Saul notes that today, women in the American society still experience subordination by being burdened with child care giving roles, which hinder the, from advancing their career aspirations . In the same manner, while they are not paid for the care giving roles and taking care of their families, performing these duties solely makes it convenient or their husbands to pursue their educational and career aspirations without stress (16). The combined effect of these incidents turns the subordination of women in the American society into a vicious circle.
While The Bluest Eye mostly focuses on the inferiority of the black women, Morrison has tactfully used the role of the white women in her novel to depict the objectification of women in the American society. The white women and girls act as a reference point for the black females. Ironically, the females do not admire the character or virtues of the white women, but rather their physical attributes such as color, eyes, and hair. In this case, the white women are identified as the ideal role models for the black women. Even the young girls Frieda and Pecola admire the child movie star Shirley Temples. They think she is beautiful because of her white color. 
Similarly, Maureen Peal, who is described as “a high-yellow dream girl with long brown hair” is treated well by all those around her (77). The narrator indicates that “Black boys didn’t trip her in the halls; white boys didn’t stone her” (77).   Alternatively, Geraldine who is a bit dark as compared to Maureen is insecurely on the edge of light skin. As a result, she dislikes any aspect of bad temper, because it is connected to blackness. Also, she rigidly maintains her fancy home in accordance to the ruling class’s standards. These incidents points to mass idealization of some bodily aspects of the white women. Therefore, the mass circulation of the idealized white women in the novel depicts a scenario in which the physical attributes of a woman are isolated from her whole being, and used for covetous and admiration purposes; an effect that Rooney defines as objectification (1).
Women prostitutes in the novel are also a depiction of objectification of women in the American society. In one incident involving the prostitutes, Mr. Henry gives the narrator and her sister money to go out and buy some ice cream. However, he wanted the children to go out so that he could have some time with () notes that the aspect of giving the children money reduces them into an object that can be bought especially in this context congregates to bring into line their interactions with the prostitutes. Even though for a short period of time, Mr. Henry is able to buy the children, as he indulges with his prostitutes.  In the same manner, the activities of the prostitutes depict the objectification and commoditization of women in the American society. 
According to Farley, in prostitution, the woman is consumed as a commodity (97). The person, who is buying sex uses the woman as a body part or a visualized sexual partner to fulfill his sexual fantasies without considering her feelings. As a result, prostitution is one of the most direct cases of objectification and commoditization of women.  What is more, prostitution is closely connected to other forms of gender discrimination including sexual assault, and violence. Even though prostitution is prohibited in America, except in Nevada State, Farley notes that it is still a common practice in the American society (98). 
The role of the media in idealizing gender elements in the US is also depicted in The Bluest Eye. For instance, when Polly misses the attention of her husband, she resolves to fill the gap inside of her by going to the movies. The narrator notes that “Along with the idea of romantic love, she was introduced to another—physical beauty” (137). The idealization of the super stars’ lives in the movies makes the black woman live in a fantasy world instead of building her own identity. As a result of running away from her reality she is unable to improve herself, or to generate true happiness. For instance, after her over indulgence in the movies, Polly develops an understanding derived from the movies that a black woman cannot be beautiful because she is the exact opposite of what the movies depict of an ideal woman; who is white, with long hair, and one who is loved and adored by her husband. The gap between physical beauty and being black makes Polly to esteem the white family she was working with more than her own family.
 When she is in her white master’s house, Polly feels loved, surrounded by order, beauty and cleanliness that she witnesses in the movies. On the contrary, she knows that her home is the exact opposite of the idealized homes that she sees in the movies. She therefore prefers the white family instead of her own family.  Working with the white family seems to fulfill her fantasies, and therefore she shows contempt for anything that would remind her of her reality. For instance, when Pecola visits her at her work place and she accidentally spills the hot pie juice on her legs, her mother reacts unexpectedly. Instead of reacting to her pain, she is angry at her. “She slaps her and abuses her directly for soiling the floor” this indicates that Polly is obsessed with running an orderly house as she sees in the movies (109).  
In the line, in today’s American society, the media plays a major role in typifying gender roles, and idealizing a woman. According to Rooney, American women go through sexual objectification by indulging in “active and passive consumption of multimedia” (1). The idealization of a woman’s beauty by a slender shape, and other typical body features makes some women lose their identity, as they struggle to maintain or achieve the idealized woman beauty.  In the same manner Miles-McLean et al. noted that the multimedia can create a progressive effect of interpersonal sexually objectifying experiences and visualizations (365). This effect is strongly depicted by Polly, and to some extent her daughter. Polly’s obsession with the movies is one way of escaping her reality. The movies influence her so that she starts applying white women’s make ups and styling her hair like them, in order to match the idealized women she has seen in the movies. Polly’s and her daughter’s perception of female beauty is significantly influenced by what they see in the media (Daise 3). In their attempt to reach the standards, they end up in frustrations and hurt, because what they are aspiring to achieve is just an illusion.
Gender based violence is another element that characterizes gender in the American society. According to Walsh gender based violence covers a wide range of actions including domestic violence; sexual abuse, forced pregnancy; and emotional abuse, intimidation at work; just to name but a few (9). In The Bluest Eye, most of these forms of gender violence against women are witnessed. For instance, Mr. Henry tells Frieda how pretty she is and he proceeds to touch her breasts. This is a form of sexual abuse against a child. In the same manner, Polly notes that “Cholly commenced to getting meaner and meaner and wanted to fight me all of the time” (133). Cholly’s gender based violence against his wife is also depicted when he goes to threaten her at her workplace. In the same manner, burning their house was also act gender based violence.  Talking about Polly and Cholly, the narrator notes that “She was one of the few things abhorrent to him that he could touch and therefore hurt” (57). This means that Cholly was molesting his wife because he looked at her as a piece of property.
In the same line, black men in Morrison’s novel pour out their anger and frustrations on their helpless female counterparts. For instance, when Cholly is caught having sex by two white men, they force him to continue with the act as they watch. Instead of getting angry with them, “Cholly had not hated the white men; he hated, despised, the girl” (42). In the same manner, his frustrations and humiliations in life makes him rape his eleven years old daughter. According to Bhardwaj Cholly exhibited confused sentiments at the time that he sexually molested his daughter (339). He knew that his daughter loved her, and desired his affection, but he had nothing to offer her. While he realizes his love for her, he did not know how to express it apart from raping her. As such, through insensible affections, Cholly rapes his daughter; an event that depicts a high level of gender based violence against women. 
 The above actions of gender based violence are a reflection of the situation in the US. Today.  A research that was conducted by Walsh et al indicates that one in every four women in the US are exposed to a lifetime threat of the numerous practices that are categorized as gender based violence (12). As a matter o fat, gender based violence is experiences in almost all spheres of an American’s life. For instance, a study that was carried out by the Pew Research centre revealed that around a fifth of employed women in the U.S. have experienced sexual harassment in the work place.  Other forms of gender based violence in the contemporary US society include rape, sex trafficking, domestic violence; just to name but a few.  
In conclusion, the subject of gender is a sensitive subject in the American society. This subject mostly intersects with other sensitive issues such as racism and class. In her novel The Bluest Eye, Morrison portrays the social position of black women in a white society. The idealization of the white women and the ruling class makes the black women and girls to lose their identity in trying to attain the idealized roles and beauty standards of the white women. Their obsession for attainment only makes them more vulnerable to hurt and oppression. In various cases like that of the protagonist and her mother, the women totally lose themselves and start living an illusion. The women in the novel count on their male counterparts to support them and reassure them of their worth. However, all they get from these men is oppression and abuse. To a very large extent, Morrison’s novel is a reflection of the contemporary American society. Despite the fact that the position of women has improved over the years, equality to their male counterparts still remains a mirage. Research still indicates the oppression of women, domestic violence, and gendered roles are still prevalent in all scopes of an American woman’s life. Sexual harassment depicted in the novel also mirrors the real scenario in today’s American society. In the same way, the role of the media in the objectification of women has made the women lose themselves while trying to identify with the ideals of the dominant culture. In such a patriarchy society, the black women are more vulnerable because of their marginalized status, and their sexuality. They suffer the oppression that the white women suffer, but they also suffer the oppression that results from being black and poor. It is always said that the journey of a thousand mile starts with a single step. It is inarguable that the fight for equality has attained great milestones. As such, there is still hope that women, not only in America but throughout the world, will one day fit in their rightful position in the society.
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