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Trump Officials Scoff at ‘Medicare for All’ Drive
This article was authored by Robert Pear and published in The New York Times on 26 July 2018. It focuses on the reasons why most Republicans do not support the idea of offering healthcare insurance to all Americans. The secretary of health and human services (HHS), Alex M. Azar II, conserves the Republicans’ idea by arguing that Medicare is a preserve for the elderly and disabled individuals and these categories would be adversely affected if the approach of offering it to everyone is implemented.
Proponents of the “Medicare for All Act” argue that Medicare can cater for the healthcare needs of every American and would work just as it has worked for the groups included in it currently. Senator Barnie Sanders, a leading advocate of the Act criticizes Azar for opting to keep Americans out of Medicare at a time when major nations worldwide are emphasizing the accessibility and affordability of healthcare as a basic right. 
The “Medicare for all Act” has its chief sponsor, Sanders, who is co-sponsored by others, particularly senators who are eyeing the 2020 presidential race, such as Kirsten Gillibrand of New York, Elizabeth Warren from Massachusetts, Cory Booker of New Jersey. The Act requires the Secretary of HHS to consider a healthcare national budget in which the payment rates for healthcare practitioners are predetermined, prices for prescribed drugs are negotiated, and a list is established for covered drugs.
An earlier version of  the “Medicare for all Act,” proposed by Sanders in 2016, when he was in the presidential race, was estimated to increase national healthcare expenditure by 6.6 trillion over a 10-year period and this would mean an increase in federal expenditure, a factor that is driving Trump’s and his officials’ opposition.  
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