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Ashford University Library Experience
The library is one of the places where one gets vast of knowledge in alignment with various topics of interest and concern. Using the Ashford University Library is an experience that has enabled me to gain knowledge not only in finding the kind of literature needed for a specific research topic but also quality resources that enhance the credibility of the information presented. The idea of utilizing technology in the search for books, journals, and periodicals has made it easier to find the required information than ever before. In alignment with the evaluation of resources, times are gone when a researcher could only rely on ancient ideas and it is now possible to find information that is current for almost every, if not all, topic(s) of interest.  
One memorable experience in alignment with the use of the Ashford University Library is the use of authors’ names to find a specific resource required by the researcher. The only problem with this experience is that one must be accurate with the name of the author as several options are provided within one single search.  Utilizing the name of the required resource together with its author is one way through which I simplified my search and this was also the main method through which one could get the specific resource without having duplication of other resources that bear similar titles. The Ashford University Library was confusing at first, particularly when one used the topic title to look for resources. While one was given several options from which to choose, it was difficult to decide which texts to take or forgo. One thing I liked about the library is that it was easy to find content for one’s research through the utilization of concepts within the research topic as well as others that were emergent. The library never lacked resources for any single concept researched and this simplified the research process as one concept bore essential information that became the foundation for writing another paragraph while developing others until the end of the research process.  
Another great experience was the availability of the librarian to offer support whenever there were queries regarding the use of the library. The librarian was friendly and depicted the willingness to assist in every situation and this is one way through which I gained the competence of using the library. At first, the library seemed like something that one would have wished to avoid, particularly due to the several options given when one engaged in a single search. One was likely to suffer from information overload without having the knowledge of differentiating between quality resources and others that could have attractive but poor quality information. It is through the librarian that I realized the difference between academic content and gutter press. I can now classify myself under scholars who know which information to use in the research process and which one to leave out. I am now aware of content that looks quite good but does not meet the academic standards. It is also through the library that I boosted the basic knowledge I had concerning citations and referencing of academic work.
 The Ashford University Library improved my experience in conducting research in various ways.  First, the use of databases was new to me and it enabled me to have a direct link of the research topic with my course of pursuit. Through the use of databases, one can easily tell whether a specific topic aligns with the course of pursuit or not. Secondly, narrowing the research topic was something difficult but I found it easy through the exploration of various resources and viewpoints of other researchers who have written commendable work. A single topic leads one to several texts with similar titles and which comprise of distinct or similar findings reported in a unique way. The idea of having something new from every text, despite the similarity of titles, was insightful as it presented the view that I should endeavor to boost other people’s knowledge concerning an issue of concern. Third, the library also exposed me to various methods of conducting research where I can find articles through the use of authors if known. This makes it easy to use specific resources rather than having several texts which are unfamiliar and from which there are difficulties in obtaining excerpts that relate to one’s topic. Fourth, the library offered me a simple means through which to get the most recent resources in alignment with a topic of interest. While there are several resources for use, one can search articles that were written in a specific year, including the current year of study. As such, the library is the place where to get the most up-to-date information which is critical in the research process as one gets a chance to know how the topic is viewed in the modern context. I view myself as a competent researcher due to the Ashford University Library and the librarian’s kind heart and willingness to offer support during times of need.  
